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INTRODUCTION

EVERY mtroduction 1s an apology, and this 1s no
exception Plato To~day needs a double apology, both
to those histeners who hked the series “If Plato Lived
Agam” and to the B3 ¢, who enabled me to give 1t

For this book was supposed to be a reprmt of the
series, and when I sat down this summer to the task
of editing the talks for publication, I fully mtended
to limut my activity to the idymg up of the scripts
So I cut the talks very carefully out of the Listener,
and—smce the paper on which the Listener 13 printed
runs mto blots if you try to write on 1t—1I was com-
pelled to paste the articles on to sheets of typmg
paper before correcting them

There 15 nothing more gloomy than the prospect
of a wireless talk presented m this form The fish
which swam, as I fondly beheved, with some elegance
upon the aerial waves, had been hauled out of its
proper element and now lay gaspmg and mawkish
m the arid wastes of printed matter Any colour 1t
may have possessed as a talk had vanished, mnstead,
it had become a verbose, rambling and mdecently
mtimate article I began to realize why wireless talks
are frowned upon by mfluential critics  Such people
do not hsten m, but they do rcad the Listencr, and
they therefore judge—and condemn—talks which
they have read and never heard

A good half-hour talk on a controversial subject
must transgress every canon of hterary form Because
of the hstener who switches on half-way through
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and then writes to complam of the propaganda which
the BBC puts across, a talk cannot have one begn-
ning, one mddle, and one end, but must triplicate
all three and judiciously mux them Because of the
Listener who has to go away for five muutes 1n the
muddle, 1t must be content to take one or two mam
pomts and elaborate varations upon them, so that he
can still understand, although he has missed one part
of the argument Because of the humourless listener
there can be no wrony or sarcasm, and cach vicw dis-
cussed must be carefully labelled so that no onc can
mistake 1t for an officral pronouncement of the
BBC Vigour and vividness, the lively contrast of
conflicting opmuons, the allusive sidchght on current
affurs—all must be sacrificed, if necd be, to avod
that bugbear of the B B ¢, “possible misunderstandmgs
leading to correspondence

But there are other difficulues which make the
composition of a wircless talk on controversial sub-
jects stll more labortous The artless lecturer who
believes that his job 1s to state the truth—or his view
of 1t, or Plato’s view of 1t—simply and objectively, 1s
quickly disllusioned Objective truth, simply stated,
1s liable to hormble musmterpretation, if not by the
British listener, then by some foreign power To be
broadcast, truth must be robed m the formless gar-
ments of guarded and impersonal qualification, which
will render 1t mnocuous to sensitive listeners of every
poliical colour The broadcast talk must be so well-
balanced that no unbalanced Tory or Aparchist can
take offence

It 1s something of a feat to make talks written
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under those conditions palatable to any mtelligent
mind But smce the conditions are official, 1t 15
best to accept them as obstacles to be aircumvented
Once this 1s done, the composition of talks becomes
an absorbmng pursuit, an obstacle race m wluch the
prize 1s forgotten m the delight of hghting a candle
m a high wind while balancmg an apple on your
nose I enjoyed 1t immenscly and must express my
thanks to the B8 ¢ officials who tramed me for 1t
Without Mr Wilson and Mr Luker I cannot con-
ctive what I should have done They not only showed
me the course and pomted out the obstacles, but
exposed thur own persons to the hgh wmd of
crticsin 1 order to shield my guttering candle
Any success the scries may have had 1s due to them,
and to Mr Charlcs Morris, who both collaborated m
1t and did Ius best to eradicate the later blemushes of
this book 1tself

In preparmg a seris on Plato we were faced
with one pecubar difficulty Our mtention was to
show what Plato would think of the modemn world
Now Plato was a truthful and a controversial thinker
who had ncver faced the problems of wireless talks,
and so when we began to vest him m broadcast
robes, we found hun extremely reluctant to wear
this outlandish garb Try as we mught, he eluded our
censorshup, and started casting aspersions on respected
prejudices and msututions We could not mduce hum
to quabfy all lus remarks and to try to please all
tastes He was always catching us out, and comimng
abive m a highly improper manner, and we regret-
fully began to realize that Plato would never become
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a sound and reliable broadcaster Any self-respecting
BBC would have to give lum up as hopelessly
partisan

Plato was controversial and aroused the nterest of
a good many hsteners, but we were compelled to
leave out a good deal which he would have said
‘When, therefore, I read agamn those gloomy scripts i
the Listener, 1t occurred to me that 1t mught be worth
while to write a book m which, unhampered by the
hmitations of broadcasting, I should try to describe
the atttude of Plato to our moden world Plato
To-day 15 the result Obwviously it bears very httle
resemblance to the talks series, and the 88 ¢ 15 m no
sense responsible for it Broadcast Plato must differ
profoundly from the wntten version, and for the
latter I am solely to blame Those who found the
talks to their taste are warned that this book may
well be a sad disappomntment, lacking m those
qualities of judicious mdecision which the talks pos-
sessed To all such readers I offer my apologics and
can only say that I believe that I have given here a
fuller portrait of Plato than I was able to give upon
the air

In conclusion Ishould like to express my gratitude
to Mr H W B Joseph for ls helpful criticism, to
Mrs H A L Fsher for reading through the proofs,
and to Zita Baker for typing and retypmg the drafts
of the manuscript and also for many useful sugges-
tions My thanks are also due to Mr W B Yeats
for permitting me to quote his poem “The Second
Coming” on page 226, and to the Master of Balliol,
whose translation of the Republic I have sometimes
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ated Where no reference 1s given the translations
from the Greek have been specially made for this
book

RHSC
NEw CoOLLEGE
October 1936
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1 PLATO AND THE MODERN WORLD

PLATO was born mn 427 B ¢, just about two thousand
three hundred and fifty years ago He hived most of
his hfe m a tny city-state m Greece, and busied
humself with the problems of his fellow Greeks, a
people living m scattered cities around the Medter-
ranean and the Black Sea In all that he tried to do
for the Greeks he falled Why then should people m
this modern world bother to read what he had
to say? Can it be worth while to go to a Greek
thinker for advice upon the problems of an age so
utterly dufferent from his own?

To anyone who 15 not so steeped m the classical
tradiion that be finds all things Greck or Roman
better than all things modern, these questons will
seem extremely pertment The Gregks lived mn small
aties we hve m large manon-states The Greels
W we have abolhed slavery
Greek rehgion was a tangle of supersatton and
philosophy~we; rthe modern wotld, have the lesson
"of Chrishanity and have learnt from 1t a humamity
and ideal of love and tolerance totally for to
Greek thought Admuitted they were a'%ﬂfe—dfg;i:&ﬂ_c’
who produced great litcrature, great archtecture, an
great sculptyre, yet m the realm of saence they
showed a dilettantism and lack of mterest which must
scem repulsive to modern man, who has learnt by
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scientific method and patient perseverance to master
that nature which the Greeks feared We can enjoy
Greek art and Greek literature we may even enjoy
Plato as an artist, but why should we bother ourselves
to study Plato’s views on politics and morality unless
we happen to be mterested m the byways of history»
Plato 15 dead, why recall him to hfe mstead of trymng
to solve the actual poliical and social problems of
our own world> Why not set out ourselves, fearless
and mdependent of all authonty, to solve them m
our own way by the light of our own native reason >
But can we> Is our modemn reason, our modern
outlook, so mndependent of the past> If social science
has taught us anything, 1t 1s this—that man 1s not a
“completely free mtelligence,” but, m large part at
least, a product of huis environment, conditioned m
Jus feelngs, his thoughts, his _actions, by the socic
mn which he Iives And the society m which he Trves

isTitself @ product of the hstorical process, not a
pattern of hfe designed and constructed by rational
minds We are, m fact, creatures of hstory, and the
story of the human race has been the story of our
struggle to become, not the creatures, but the creators
of hustory

The contribution of modern science to this struggle
has been the fashioning of a weapon with which man
can free himself from the domumation of nature
Distance, discase, starvation, are the tyrants which
- he can conquer by the aid of science, but even to-
day science can tell us httle about ourselves, or about
the way m which we can buld a decent and secure
commumty The saentist humself who, as Bacon
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put 1t, can control nature by discovering and obeymng
her laws, 1s still as a person the product of the society
he hves n In his own famuly and atizen life he s
often the slave of the past, blindly submissive to the
traditions of his country, his school, and s famuly
If we consider the purposes for which science 1s used,
we shall see that by freemng himself from the domna-
tion of nature man has only accomplished half the
task which lus destiny has set hum The greater the
knowledge of nature and the power over nature that
he possesses, the larger the size of the state, the closer
the communications between the contments of the
world, the more dangerous becomes the subser-
vience of man to tradition, and the refusal to ask
humself the purpose, and the place of the society n
which he lives
But 1t was precisely this problem with which the
Greeks were chiefly concerned Experimental methods
atural sciences were almost unknown in
Greece, where men were busied with soctal and
_polical experiment, with the attempt by the lLght
of reason, {)?B?Tnal and error, to devisc a way of
)hfe, or, as we should call it, a social system Greek
avilization was, m fact, 3 laboratory of social science,
and 1t was preciscly its experimental nature which,
made it $Q impermanent, so ruthless, and so alive
The science of self-government both m the mdividual
and 1 the community was the central interest of
Greek culture
The very smallness of the Greek city-state made 1t
specially swtable for such social experiments, Where
fow lives are concerned, great risks can be taken
B
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Revolution 1 Greece was not the terrible responsi-
bility which 1t has become in modern nation-states
A Greek aty could go off the gold standard without
creating a Greek crists, far less a world crisis It could
expeniment with countless types of constitutional and
legal systems without profoundly disturbmg 1ts
neighbours And very largely for this reason, the
Greeks were the first people to work out systems of
soctal organization which we call constitutional
governments The experments which the Greeks
-tried out on themselves i the laboratory of the
aty-state are still, hundreds of years after those city-
states perished, the basis upon which we try to buld
our states 1 modern Burope The application of
Reason to the problems of morality and politics was
their mvention and thewr legacy to us Under therr
hands tgby became law, government became not a
privilege but a saence, rehgion not a superstition
but a creed They left their rvers unbridged, therr
towns undramed, but they tried to make the hfe of
man 1 society as clear and reasonable as the sculptures
m which they portrayed hum
For the last hundred years, Western European
man has been so busy conquering nature that he
has left the development of society to the chances
of a hustorical process which he has called (over-
optumustically perhaps) by the name of Progress This
development has been as chaotic as 1t has been rapid
Thought about 1t has been concerned more to apolo-
gize for 1t after it bas happened than to predict or
plan its advance The wild disarray of our world-
society 1s mn strange contrast to the meticulous neatness
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of the discoveries of science In the latter there 1s
co-operation and a systematic advance n all fields m
the former there are wars, conflicts, and rumours of
final catastrophe

Perhaps, after all, the contrast made earhier between
Greek and modern hfe 1s not so great as 1t at first
appeared These scattcred sovereign cittes, largely
dependent on imports for food supples, filled with
the jangle of party conflict and the threat of class-
war, were hke a small-scale map of modern Europe
The problems of government which harassed their
rulers, the rules of diplomacy and the techmque of
propaganda they employed, have an astomishing
sumiarity to ther modern analogues And so,
naturally enough, the two fundamental problems of
Greek aty hfe, how to give freedom to the citizen
without producing anarchy, and how to retamn the
mndependence of the sovereign state without falling
under the constant threat of mternational war, are
the fundamental problems of the modem world
Why did the Greeks fail to solve both of these
problems>

If we rasse this question, there 1s one man above
all to whom we must turn Plato’s life was lived m the
decline of the city-state The grandeur of the defeat
of Persta had paled long before he was born More
than all lus contemporaries he felt the falure of
Hellenssm, and his diagnosis of that falure 1s the
most ruthless, and the most objectave which we pos-
sess He lived, as we do, at the end of an epoch of
expansion he was twenty-five when the great war
between Athens and Sparta ended m the defeat and
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humiliation of his countrymen, the Athenian Empire
crumpled before his eyes, and he saw that the real
task was not to rebuild Athens but to save Greece
To do that a searching analysis of the city-state and
of the nature of man was necessary, for he saw that
a.League of Cittes” could only be constructed if
the ciies were fundamentally changed To that task
he devoted hus life

Thus n turmng back to the world of Ancient
History, we shall not be neglecting our own problems
On the contrary, to see those problems in mmmature
as they were first presented, 15 to see them 1solated
from a host of mcidentals and accessories which bhnd
and befog us when we look at the modern world
It 15 the pecubar skill of the scientist to wolate the

henomena he wishes to exammne, and 1t 15 the
Eecuhar difficulty of the social scientist that he can
sever get society mto a laboratory, or dissect human

tions under a microscope The study of Greek

ﬁucs offers a sort of substitute for ths 1solation and
abstracton to which modern problems can rarely
be submutted, and the study of Plato s the first step
1 this study of Greece

If we consider Plato’s Ife we shall see why this
18 5O

The analysis of a soctety can rarely be made at the
moment when that society 1s most creative and vital
Reflection and cnticism anise only when the nfts
begmn to show and conflicts refuse to be resolved m
action Philosophy 1s thus the outcome of failure we
do not analyse the best till 1t 1s past Then we attempt
to recall a golden age, or to reconstruct a broken
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society i the pattern of that age In Greece, as mn
our own day, the age of expansion was an age of
activity theory and analysis began when that ex-
pansion ceased, and it became clear that planning,
reconstruction, and sclf-restramt were necessary if
collapse was to be averted

It 1s this stnking simulanity between the age of
Plato and our own which makes hum so apposite 2
study for the post-war world It 1s no exaggeration
to say that the World War of 1914 has made Plato
mtelhgible to us For us, too, the old traditions arc
breaking down, art has lost touch with the life of the
people, democracy 1s m danger We, too, are standing
on the edge of the abyss, and philosophy has become
a matter of bfe and death mstcad of a matter for
polite discussion Our life has become “pohiticized”
we are forced to make up our minds if we are
Democrats or Marxusts or Fascists

Is the cquality of man a mere 1dle dream> Is the
freedom of the spirit worth the bother 1t gives, or the
preservation of national sovereignty worth the perls
1t brings? These are no longer merely questions to
discuss, they are political issucs, the expressions of
conflicts on whose solution depends the future of our
avilization We can no longer solve them at our con-
ventence by armchair discussion they must be solved
by action at any moment when the conflict becomes
acute

These are the signs of a transitional epoch, and 1t
1s not surpnising to find that once agam men’s minds
have been tumed to Plato, the philosopher of tran-
siwon For many decades the philosopher has been
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regarded as an “academic,” a dreamer or thinker,
remote from the petty conflicts of the everyday
world and Plato has mevitably been portrayed as a
philosopher of this kind Now, when our avilization
has reached a crisis simalar to that m which he hived,
we are able to see hum as he really was—an 1dealst,
thwarted m action, a revolutionary reformer who
could find no political basis for hus reforms
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IF the argument of the precedng chapter 1s correct,
1t 1s clearly 1mpossible to give a sumple answer to
the question, “If Plato lived agam, what would he
think of the modern world»” For Plato was no dis-
embodied spirit hoverng with objective gaze over
the process of hustory he was a Greek, an Athenian,
and an aristocrat who lived a troubled Iife n the fifth
and fourth centuries before Christ Before we can
bring hum back to our world we must learn to know
lim mn his own, and for this reason we must pause
for a moment to glance at the history of Greek
avilization and to pick out some of its distinctive
characteristics

Greek civilization ‘was not confined to the country
Iwe call Greece, or even centred there All round the
Mediterranean, from the Straits of Gibraltar to the
Syrun coast, up the Dardanelles, on the Sea of
Marmora, and round the whole of the Black Sea,
were scattered the mdependent Greek ciues Not only
the coasts of the mamland but the wslands too were
occupied, m particular Sialy, Crete, Cyprus, and the
Greek Cyclades Only where the Carthagmians held
control m the Western Mediterranean were the
Greeks repulsed m thewr colomzing activaties These
colomes were quite unbke any modern colonies
The colomsts, 1n spite of the ties of blood and com-
merce which often bound them to the mother aty,
were ctizens of mdependent cities and, generally
speakmg, lived on equal terms wath the “barbarians”
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around them Thus the modern nottofi of the nation-

state, m‘hﬁmﬂ&umﬂfzﬁand.mpgnafnva]ncs*
was _completely foreien to the Greek mind THe
Greck recogmized hus nationality only 1 thg sense that
he felt himself a Hellene, culturally distinct from
the peoples with whom he came mto contact But
the 1dea that cultural unity should smply a common
government or that cultural superiority gave the
right to political dommation was fundamentally
un-Greek % fea

A Hellenic state was envisaged by none save
empty dreamers, a federation of Hellenic city-states
only by a few bold statesmen, who foresaw that the
mternecine rivalnes of the pohiticians must ulamately
exhaust the energy of their peoples For the ordmary
Greck atizen the aty-state seemed to be as obvious a
unit of pohitical hife, and as essential to security and
freedom, as the nation-state appears to the ordmary
European Equally foreign was the modern notion of
colontzation and empie The mpernal control of
foreign peoples, whether for therr exploitation or for
their well-beng, did not appeal to a merchant people
content to trade and live on equal terms with all
The Greek did not feel the weight of “the white
man’s burden,” or at least did not feel that Greek
culture could be imposed by the political and mihtary
control of vast continents Alexander, the imperial
mussionary of Hellenism, was a Macedomian, not a
Greek

It 15 1dle to search for a simgle cause of this remark-
able difference between Greek avihization and our
own Geography doubtless played its part for
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political umity between the townships scattered round
the mountamnous shores of the Aegean was difficult
to achieve But more important still 1s the simple
fact that Iife m a tiny city-state contrasted so favour-
ably with anything to be found in any of the great
Orental empires The Greek mternational anarchy
(for such 1t must be called) may have been the final
cause of the collapse of Greek mdependence 1t was
also the chief reason for the wellnigh incredible
activity which the Greeks displayed from about
7s08C until, m about 350BcC, the nise of the
Macedontan Empire brought the end of the “Clas-
sical Period” When we remember this we shall
understand the reluctance of Greeks as farsighted as
Plato or Amstotle to face the possibility that the aty-
state had played its part and must be replaced by
new forms of political orgamization

The earhest period of Greek Life of which we know
enough to wnte any connected history 1s the early
eighth century B ¢ By this time the Greeks were settled
m Greece proper and along the coast of Asia Minor
Homer had become a mythical figure, Mycenae, the
aty of Agamemnon, a run crumbling mto the earth
The age of migrations was over, and 1t was already
difficult to distinguish the newcomers from the
ongmal population After the dark ages of confusion
m which the Cretan civilhization had foundered, the
new era dawns with a burst of colomal expansion by
a number of Greek cittes Between 750 and 500B C,
colonists from Corinth and Miletus and many other
towns occupied many of the best available sites on
the coastlines of the Mediterranean and Black Sea
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hundreds of new cities sprang up and Greek life as
we know 1t began

What 15 the explanation of Greek colomization>
Partly, no doubt, 1t was caused by the pressure of
population 1n countries whose agnicultural possi-
biliies were strictly himited by the chmate and the
poverty of the soil partly by the fact that the mland
territortes of Asia Minor were already occupied wiule
m Greece proper there 1s hardly any inland terntory
which 15 not mountam or desert But though land-
hunger may have been @ cause, undoubtedly trade
was another The Greeks were always a mantime
people, and already m the Dark Ages Greek traders
were active Naturally enough, therefore, when ex-
pansion was necessary, 1t followed the trade-routes
Not only the hungry peasant, but the ambitious
merchant was willing to face the nsks of a strange
country and to settle overseas

This brings us to the second distnguishing charac-
teristic of Greek fe The Greeks were by necessity
a seafarmg race, and so the economy of the Greek
aty-state could not long remam a sclf-sufficient
agricultural economy, 1t was bound to develop on
mercantile lmes and to become dependent upon
foreign trade Whereas 1 the Fastern empires the
traders were a small class in compatison, wath the
great mass of peasants, m Greece trade pernieated the!
whole of aty hfe and 1ts importance was vastly m-~
creased by colomal activity Rival trade-leagues
sprang up, and the first Greek war of which We have
any record was probably between_two such feagtres
competmg for the western trade, the one heade by
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Cormth, the other by Miletus The date of the
Lelantine war, as 1t was called, 1s about 7008 ¢, and
it left Cormth commercially supreme m the west,
“While Miletus mamtained-her- _
Inevitably the growing mfluence of trad€ proved a-
no less disturbing factor m the domestc affars of
the aty-states The Greek aty-state mn 750 was
usually ruled by an anstocracy or a king the people
met perhaps m a general assembly, but only to give
its consent by acclaim to the dictates of ts rulers
The anstocracy was an anstocracy of birth and land,
and the trader belonged to the common people
Rehigion and justice ahke were m the hands of those
chosen families who by ancestral tradition claimed to
know the ways of God and man Such a pohtical
structure 1s suttable only to a stable agnicultural com-
munity m which the wealth of the mdividual does
not conflict with the mterests of the people as a
whole But m the city-state agnculture was drawn
mto the orbit of trade as soon as the commumty
ceased to be self~supporting Whereas previously the
merchant had imported only the iuxuries of life and
exported only the unwanted produce, now pro-
duction began to be specifically for export, and cities
became dependent upon mmports for therr raw
materials Cormnth, for mstance, began to monopolize
the export of pottery to the west, and so became
rapidly more and more dependent on mmports for her
food supply The same thing happened m scores of
towns
The result was an ever deepening fissure between the
supporters of the traditional and of the new way of
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life The anstocracy was divided Some sided with the
new mercantihsm, others fiercely opposed 1t, and a
soctal struggle began between the old-fashioned
landowners and the new traders Ths struggle was
mtensified by the introduction of comage about
6508 ¢ For at first the control of the new means of
exchange was not fully understood and for this reason
1t merely accentuated the social misery The peasant
proprietor was often bought up or enslaved silver
was hoarded and shortage of currency resulted n
risng  prices Increasing musery brought political
consciousness and the struggle between two rival
groups of nobles became a social upheaval of the
people clarmung the nght to hve

Ths social upheaval was the prelude to the second
epoch of Greek history—the age of the Tyrants Up
and down the Greeck world dictators supplanted the
aristocrats and seized complete political control, sup-
ported frequently by the starving masses and by the
merchants

It 1s a queer accident that the word “tyrant,” first
used to describe these democratic dictators, should
have come to mean a ruthless despot Periander m
Cormth, Pessistratus i Athens, and many others hike
them were men of great busmess abihty and states-
manship who accommodated the polinical structure of
their cities to the new economic conditions They
forged the bridge between amstocracy and constitu-
tional government Without their work Greece could
not have developed that mdependence of spirt which
was the source of her later brlliance and the chief

cause of her success m the Persian wars
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The age of tyranny lasted from the muddle of the
seventh to the end of the sixth century Throughout
this century and a half one aty after another suc-
cumbed to the economic crisis and the ensung social
revolution which passed from Asia Mmor to mamland
Greece and then spread all over the Greek world It
1s impossible to overesttmate the importance of this
period m Greek history Musunderstood by the later
Greek philosophers and historians, neglected by some
modern Hellemsts who like to thmk of Greek culture
as a umque spirtual phenomenon, remote from the
petty considerations of money and trade, 1t was, m
fact, the age m which were laid the foundations of the
constitutional governments, legal codes, and philoso-
phies of nght which were the glory of classical
-Greece It 1s as futile to disregard the age of tyranny
m the study of Greek democracy as 1t would be to
disregard the industrial revolution m an analysis of
the modern Liberal State As at the begmning of the
last century imdustrialists and workmen umted to
sweep away an arstocratic regime, or to modify 1t
to the new conditions, so m Greece the trader and
the common people jomed forces behind a tyrant to
challenge the authomity of the amstocracy of birth
and land

" Thus 1t was the tyrants who really created the Greek
[State They broke down the old tmbal orgamzation
"of primitive aristocracy and substituted for 1t a new
patriotism  they destroyed local religious cults and
replaced them by State-religions By encouragmng
commerce they gamed the loyalty of the merchant
and manufacturer to the new regime by stabihzing
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the currency and helping the peasant proprietor they
restored agriculture to something like prosperty
Last, but not least, by breaking with the old tradition,
they set free the spirit of reason and harnessed 1t to
useful commercial ends Tyranny was the government
of the hard-headed busmness man who puts prosperity
%st m his pohtical programme As such it was 1
/ necessary stage 1 Greek development
Of this new type of statesman, Peisistratus of Athens
was perhaps the best example In the colomzing period
Athens had played no promunent part, but had
solved her land problem by umifymng Attica as a
smgle State Till the end of the seventh cen
she remamed a small agricultural State, crippled
the closing years m her trade connections by the 1sland
power Aegma, just across the bay But Athens could
not avoid the economic crisis After 630 social
unrest mncreased steadily until supreme power was
granted to Solon (one of the seven wise men of
Greece) Solon tried to grapple with the problem
by currency operations, cancellation of agricultural
debt, and constitutional reform But the conflict was
too violent to be settled by peaceful means and the
reforms he carried through m 594 Bc were largely
meffective Class-war grew yearly more violent, until
Pewsistratus m $60BC seized control Under his
dictatorship Athens became a rich commercial state
The discovery of silver at Mount Laurium. enabled
her to mmt a comage famous throughout the Aegean
the concentration m agriculture upon the cultivation
of the vine and oltve made her a great exporting
nation She wns able to provide the Black Sea towns
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with the wine and fats which they could not produce
and m return to recerve their flax and corn Thrdly,
she became the leading manufacturer of pottery and,
with the friendship of Corinth, shipped her vases to
aties all over the Mediterranean Wealth brought
culture the tyrant’s court was filled with poets,
Atheman tragedy began and the Acropolis was
adorned with those temples and statues whose frag-
ments are now perhaps more highly prized than even
the later products of the Perclean Age

“ Throughout this period of colonial expansion and
social revolution, one state m Greece had developed
upon highly peculiar lnes Sparta, m the eighth
century, was a normal Greek amstocracy, but it had
solved 1ts population. problems not by sending out
colonsts, but by adding to 1ts own Laconzan ternitory
the rich plam of Messenta The Messenians became
the serfs of the Spartan overlords, no better than the
Helots 1n Laconia 1tself, and the new Sparta became
a feudal State About 650 the Messenians rose 1n revolt
agamnst the Spartans and for many years Sparta was
torn by class-war The Spartans were victorious, but
they percerved that, if they were to secure themselves
agamnst future revolution, they could not afford the
casy regime of earhier days They must become a
homogeneous and compact army, always on the watch
for signs of social unrest Within the atizen body
there must be no mequahties of wealth or status such
as would tempt the poorer classes to ally themselves
with the serfs But m the age of tyranny such m~
equalities were bound to anse through the new com-
merciabsm and the mtroduction of comage Towards
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the end of the seventh century, therefore, the Spartan
constitution was radically reconstructed. The dis-
tinction of aristocrat and people was abolished and all”
Spartans were made equal commerce was forbidden
to any citizen on pain of expulsmn, the land was
_Spatta._Sparta was fashioned into an eqpahtanan
feudal State, in which power was divided between
the two hereditary kings and the five cphors elected
by the citizen Assembly.
~ But the reconstruction of the constitution was not -
enough. The serfs outnumbered the citizen body by
fifteen to one, and revolution could only be sup-
pressed by force of arms. Sparta therefore became an
armed camp. A rigorous ‘military education was
introduced for boys and girls alike, luxury was for-
bidden to all, and a secret service was built up -
to keep watch upon the serfi. From now on
~the Spartans lived the life ‘of foreign conquerors
~ dominating and terrorizing a subject populauon, hke
, thc Spaniards in Mexico. . -
- ~'These changes insulated Sparta from the normal
- course of Greek development. While in the rest of
. Greece the influence of commerce broke up the old
“landed aristocracy, in Sparta feudalism was amﬁmally '
- preserved. ‘Whereas elsewhere trade brought inter~ "
course ‘with foreign lands and stimulated the new -
culture and philosophy. and science, in Sparta, these
~were all sacrificed tothe exigencies of the class-war. The -
Spartan army became the most. powerful in all Greece,
‘but it was used not to promote the interests of com- -
mercc abroad, but to preserve the feudal order at homc
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For although at first the new regime showed 1m-
peral pretenstons, and efforts were made to conquer
the Peloponnese, 1t soon became clear that no Spartan
army could venture far from home without the risk
of a revolution occurring 1 1ts absence Thus Sparta
became the acknowledged leader of the Peloponnesian
League, not by conquest, but by a series of loose
alliances and mutual assistance pacts Her neighbours
acknowledged her hegemony with an easy mund,
confident that she could not afford the luxurmes of
conquest and aggression

Sparta was fated to be the greatest military power
m all Greece, yet impotent to use this power effectively
Such a situation was bound to exasperate ambitious
kings or generals, and when such men gamed mn-
fluence 1 Sparta, her forcign policy showed sudden
vacillations In each generation statesmen arose who
tried to forge a Spartan Empire At first they would
be successtul, but always they would end by arousing
suspicion and fear i the minds of the citizens—and
they would fall as suddenly as they had risen to power
Such men were Cleomenes at the end of the sixth
century and hus nephew Pausanias at the end of the
Persian wars In both cases a burning patriotsm and
imperial zeal were thwarted by the conservatism of a
feudal Statc 1n both cases great Spartan generals were
forced to realize that only by emanapating the serfs
could Sparta gain the mner vitality which empire
demands In both cases the suspicion that they har-
boured this design was largely responsible for thewr
downfall

From the nuddle of the sixth century Sparta and

4
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Athens stood as prototypes of conflicting pohaes and

contrasted philosophies..Athens represented the spirit
of experiment, of commercialism, and of culture:

“Sparta was conservatism incarnate, resolutely opposcd
to tyranny and to democracy, and anxious to see in
all the Greek cities the rule of the great landowner
and the preservation of the aristocratic tradition.
~ In 546, at the height of Athenian prosperity, some-
thing happened far off in Asia Minor which was to
change the whole course of European history. Sardis,
capital of Lydia, was captured by Cyrus the Persian,
and Greek independence was suddenly in da.nget of
extinction. As we have seen, the Greek cities on the
whole lived on friendly terms with their neighbours.
. In Asia Minor the kings of Lydia had from time to
' time made war upon them and subdued them, but
~ their regime was not oppressive. Now in the course
-~ of thirty years a new empire arose to. swallow up
_Babylon ‘and Bgypt, Phoenicia ‘and Media and
- Lydia, and for the first time in history to organize
- an imperial government on a modern scale. ‘Within
a few years the Greeks of Asia Minor were a subject:
-+ people, and by s10 it seemed clear that Persia would
' in time extend its control to mainland Greece.
~ " Itis important not to view. this crisis through the
eyes of succeeding generations. Tn 510 it must have
- seemed fantastic o suggest opposition  to Persia.
- How could these hundreds of independent towns
. umite against a great imperial power: And, more-

. over, why should they do so: Greek commerce could
- continue as well under Persian rule, Greek wealth

‘and prospenty would mot be senously aﬁ"ected by 2
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centralized foreign empire We must not imagmne
that any feeling of Greek solidanity was mamifested at
this ttme on the contrary, Greek nationalism was the
effect, not the cause, of the victories at Marathon and
Salanms The first serious result of the wrruption of
Perstan power mto Greek life was not unity but dis-
cord Sparta was not deeply concerned by the news,
and not even the warnings of King Cleomenes—
then at the height of his power—could convince her
that she had any responsibility or call to champion
the cause of Greek mdependence Sparta was con-
cerned not for Greek independence but for the
restoration of aristocratic government in the Greek
towns, for the security of her position m the Pelo-
ponnese and for the mamtenance of her mulitary
prestige At Athens financal stringency was soon felt
For mternational trade was disturbed, the Egyptian
market was closed, the Black Sea threatened, and
the North Aegean silver mmes lost The tyranny
which had given Athens peace and prospenty could
not mantam 1its popularity through a period of de-
pression, and m $10 Pesistratus’ son, Hippias, was
expelled

But the expulsion of the tyrants solved no problem
Athens was leaderless and faction reappeared Ruval
parties fought for power and “poliical associations”
muluphed It looked as though avil war was m-~
evitable, and Sparta was only too willing to decde
the issue m favour of the old amstocracy At this
moment, the Alcmaconidae (a noble family of dubious
commercal reputation) decided to make a bold bid
for power They had retamed their trade connections
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with the east throughout a long period of exile under
the tyranny: now they were concerned to strengthen
their newly won influence in the city. With this end
in view they introduced democracy and so gained
the solid support of the people for their commercial
interests (509-8). Their popularity was secured by
the ignominious expulsion from the city of Cleomenes,
who had appeared with a Spartan army to enforce
the restoration of the old aristocracy. ,

The democratic constitution set the seal on the work
- of the tyranny, for it ensured the exclusion of the
large landowner from a predominating influence on
politics, and it put effective power into the hands of
- the townsman—the merchant, the manufacturer, and
the proletariat.! And here we must note in passing
another distinctive feature of Greek life. The dif-
ference between aristocracy, oligarchy, and dcmocracy
i Greece lay not in any principles, but in the dis-

position of privilege. Aristocracy meant a state where
the interests of the large landowner, oligarchy where

.. 1 The Athenian proletariat was composed of the free citizen -

artisans and Jabourers, and must be. d:stmguxshcd both from the
. -slaves and from the resident foreigners. Living in the city and its
* port at the Peiraeus, it could outvate the peasants in the Assembly, .-
. and by manning the juries could dominate the law~courts. Its
. interests daring the epoch of expansion were closely allied with -

- those of the merchants, and since the oarsmen of the flect were

© drawn from its ranks it could dcmand a oonsxdcrablc pncc for o
- its allegiance. -
. Thus while democtacy in Greece was naturall connected thh '

. naval power, aristocracy and oligarchy mmntamcd the military -

- tradition. For a Greck army was recruited from the farmirs and .

- the middle classes who could afford to buy their own. arms and -
veqmpment. whxle the navy depmdcd on thc town labourm -
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those of the merchant and manufacturer, democracy
where those of the town proletariat, predominated
Thus democracy was not the reconciliation of class-
conflict but the pre-emmence of a single class

The Alcmacomdae hoped to remam masters m
Athens owing to their populanty and the prosperity
which trade would bring But the mternational situa-
tion proved too difficult for them Favouring as they
did the mterests of commerce, they wished to submat
to Persia and to concentrate their military activities
agamst Athens’ trade nval—Aegmna But m Athens
democracy had brought with 1t a wave of pan-
Hellemc feeling which revolted agamst a tame sub-
mussion, and when 1 499 a revolt of the Greeks m
Tonia broke out, Athens sent a small force to assist
1t and disowned the foreign policy of the Alcmaeo-
mdae The revolt was crushed, but henccforward
Athens had to reckon with Persian hostility, and the
young democracy found itself faced not only by a
rmg of Greek enemues, but by Persia as well

At this moment a new statesman, Themustocles,
rose to power unlke the founders of democracy,
he saw that the era of peaceful trade was over If
Athens was to survive and grow nich, she must arm
and fight for her riches Themustocles was the embodi-
ment of a new democratic impertalism opposed alike
to the conservative aristocracy and to the laissez-fare
merchants who supported the Alcmacomidae More
than any other man save Pericles, he set hus stamp on
Atheman democracy

In 490 a small Persian force was beaten off at
Marathon by the Athcman army, wd for the next
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ten years a fierce battle was waged m Athens between
the various political factions The 1ssue was decided
1n 482, when Themustocles persuaded hus countrymen
to employ the profits of a new silver vem at Laurium
for the construction of a huge fleet From then on
Athens was an imperial manitime power, and m 480
1t was she who was chiefly responsible for repelling
the full force of the Persian attack at Salamus, although
Sparta remained the official leader of the Greeks

Salanus was the glorous justification of the new
Athentan democracy ! The town proletariat had
manned the fleet and proved that a few thousand
free atizens could defeat not only the conscript bar-
barans of the Perstan Empire, but also the Greek
fleets which the Persians had compelled to attack
their kinsmen At once the Greek cities of the Aegean
threw off the Persian yoke and acclaimed Athens as
therr natural leader In mamland Greece, however,
there was a certain resentment the Peloponnese re-
mamed for the most part loyal to the Spartan con-
federacy, which after a reluctant participation 1 the
Persian wars showed no further mterest m Greek
mdependence, and Northern Greece, which had been
largely pro-Persian, felt no great enthusiasm for the
new leader

The results of the victory over the Persians were
profoundly important m the growth of the Greek

11t 15 significant that Plato m true aristocratic vem tried to
make Marathon, the land victory, the decisive battle of the wars,
and to relegate Salamus to second place He could not concede
to the Athenian proletamat the credit for saving Greece! (See
Laws 707 )
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mind Sparta was forced by her domestic problems
to resign her claim to be the champion of Greece,
while Athens, transformed from a mercantile to an
mmpenal power, welcomed her new pan-Hellemc
responsibility to protect Greek mdependence from
Persian aggresston To this end she formed the
Delian League, an association of free cities pledged to
provide the armaments necessary to mamntam their
freedom, and to open the seas agamn to Greek trade

It was not till after the first flush of wictory had
faded away that the real problems arose An uneasy
alhance of Greek cities had defeated Persia and freed
therr compatriots the Delan League had been
formed But how would these scores of city-states
organize thewr freedom: Would they collaborate or
would they fall nto war and dissension agam 2

Such questions are seldom solved by discussion or
by 2 ratonal and dehberate plan We do not know
of any suggestions at this time that the League should
be turned mto a real pan-Hellenic federation, and 1t
13 unhkely that they were made For mdependence
seemed essentially bound up wath the structure of the
city-state, and the sacrifice by any aty of its sovereign
nights would have been regarded as the sacrifice of
freedom For thus reason the League was confined to
the mariime cities of the Aegean, and the rest of
the Greek world soon returned to its old nter-
aty rivalries In Greece proper, for mstance, Athens,
Sparta, Cormth, Thebes, and Argos remamed the
dommant and rival powers

In the Aegean the situation was different Here,
whatever the constitution of the Dehan League, the
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Athenian fleet was supreme: and gradually, partly
by accident, partly by design, the patron of freedom -
became the tyrant whose power was used, not only
against Persia, but against recalcitrant members of the
League. By 450 the League was rapidly devclopmg into
an Athenian Empire. The cities were still no
free, but the real sovereignty was in Athens. To
‘ensure the co-operation of her allies she imposed -
demecratic institutions, closely modelled on her own,
upon most of the cities: and, if resistance was offered, -
governors and garrisons were sent ouf to preserve
order. The contributions for the upkeep of the anti-
“Persian. fleet became, in effect, taxes mposed by an
imperial power, and used by that power for its own
purposes; ‘and a uniform Athenian coinage, -which
most of the cities were forced to adopt, confirmed the
supremacy of Athenian trade. Even justice became
~Athenian,  since all' capital offences and other im-
portant cases from the allied cities had to be tried at
Athens before ‘an Athenian jury. And lastly, the
empire was strengthened at many strategic points by.
Athenian colonies in the modern sense of the word—.
- organized settlements of Athenian citizens permltted'
to occupy the land of their nominal allies.
“But it must be repeated that Athens differed pro—
foundly from a modern imperial power. Its situation
 approximated far more to-that of one member of the
- League of Nations which mariaged to gain control of
~ the League. machmery and ise it for its own ends..
-~ Theoretically in such a case the League would sl be
*a League, and the members independent nation-states.
- Athens stood in some such ‘relation- to the- Aegean..
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cities, and for this reason the transformation of the
Delian League was not reflected i the speeches of
the politictans until long after it had happened
Pericles, the greatest leader of the Athenian democracy,
was, of course, fully aware of the course events were
taking, but he sull spoke the language of freedom
to the assembled people, and stressed the responsi-
bihities of Athens to the Greek world, not her power
over 1t

The history of the years 480 to 404 15 httle else
than the story of the Atheman struggle to mamtan
and mcrease her mantime empire while entering on
a fresh effort to conquer manland Greece as well
For seventeen years conservative policy prevailed
and Athens was fully employed mn setthng accounts
with the Persians and 1 organizing the League, but
at last, 1 462, she felt strong enough to challenge
Sparta and her confederates on land Allying herself
with Argos and with Thessaly, Athens essayed the
conquest of mamland Greece In the course of three
short years Aegma—"the eyesore of the Perraeus”—
was suppressed, Greece as far south as the sthmus of
Cormth was brought under Atheman control, and
Connthian trade m the west was threatened by
Atheman pressure m the Gulf of Cormth

Those years mark the zemth of Athenian democracy
The conservative policy of the anstocratic party had
been content to share the hegemony of Greece with
Sparta Athens at sea and Sparta on land should work
together in the service of Hellenic independence
This twofold leadership could only last so long as
Athens did not threaten the commeraal mterests of
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Sparta’s confederates For even if feudal Sparta had
no foreign aspirations, Cormth, her strongest ally, was
vitally concerned with the western trade routes, and
realized that as soon as the Aegean and the Levant
were secure, Athens would turn her attention to the
west It was an Alcmaeomd—Pericles—who once
again broke the conservatives, denounced the Spartan
alhance, and proclaimed Athens’ mtentions to conquer
mamland Greece He believed that compromse was
impossible—democracy must go forward or perish—
and so 1 domestic and foreign affars he urged a
policy of ceaseless activity

We still possess the war memortal on which are
mscribed the names of Athemans “who fell m the
same year m Cyprus, Egypt, and Phoenicia, at Haliess,
m Acgma and 1 Megara ” Under the mspiration of
Pericles, Athens at the same time challenged the forces
of mamland Greece and launched an unprovoked
attack upon the Persians 1n Egypt, the granary of the
Levant The democrats knew that their time was
short—they struck when the wron was hot Almost
simultaneously, m Athens itself, the second stage of
the democratic revolution was pushed through In
461 the Areopagus (the Athenian House of Lords)
was shorn of its power and the leadmg aristocratic
general was banished The last defences of con-
servatism were broken through and supreme power
was granted to the people and to the people’s chosen
leaders

But Athens had overreached herself In 454 came
the news that the Egyptian expedition had ended mn
disaster In Greece too Sparta had been roused from



THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 43

her mertia and m 447 compelled Athens to surrender
most of her land empire At last, 1n 445, Pencles
negottated a thirty-years’ peace with Sparta, and
called a halt to allow democracy to recuperate before
the next advance But already the empire showed
ommous signs of unrest The second democratic
revolution had given to the town proletariat well-
migh dictatorial power over the Assembly, the law-
courts, and 1mperial policy Although m 448 peace
had been concluded wath Persia, the new Athens
could not afford to relax her impenal disciphne, and
the decisions of the Athenian law-courts—to which
the League cities were forced to brmg their cases—
grew more and more flagrantly one-sided Finally,
the expenditure of vast sums on the Parthenon and
other public buildimngs might seem to Pericles and to
hus friends a justifiable use of League moneys to the
allies 1t appeared to be the open proclamaton of
Athens’ imperial designs In 441 Samos, the wealthiest
of the Greek 1slands, revolted and was only subdued
after two years of siege

In 432 came the begmning of the end Though she
had relinquished her empire, Athens still had designs
on the western trade routes to Sicily and South
Italy,* but i this field Cormnth could brook no rival
Upon the pretext of a colomal dispute, war was
declared and Cornth mstigated a reluctant Sparta to
put aside her domestic anxieties and face the menace
of Athenian imperiahsm The Greek world was divided
mto two factions and from 432 to 404 the Athenian
navy was pitted agamst the armies of the Peloponnese

1 For a brief account of the Sicilian Greeks see page 248
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The final defeat of Athens was due to many causes In
the first place, the death of Pericles in the great plague
which decimated the city left her leaderless, and the
struggle of anstocrat agamst democrat and of town
agamnst country was disclosed m 1ts full batterness
once his umfymng personality was removed from
poliics In the second place the deadlock produced
by the conflict between an mvncible army and an
mvincible navy was more bearable to the Spartans
than to the impatient spmt of Athens In the third
place the war brought for Athens a financial strimgency
which was not felt m feudal Sparta, and mcreasmg
taxation made the allics yearly more restive And
the fourth place, Athens i 413 lost the flower of her
navy m a reckless attempt to conquer Sicily From
411 to 404 Athens was convulsed by a series of revolu-
tions culminating m an anstocratic putsch whose
leaders eagerly made peace with Sparta and signed
away the Atheman Empire It was Sparta’s tumn to
show if feudal anstocracy could rule with greater
moderation and with stricter regard for justice than
the democrats of Athens

Such m barest outlive 1s the story of the Athenian
democracy and the Atheman Empire Both began as
mstitutions for the preservation and enlargement of
freedom both ended mn tyranmcal discord They
flourished only so long as there were statesmen m
Athens able to dommate the popular assembly and
to control 1ts passions and 1t 1s noteworthy that the
mse of real proletaman leadership during the war
agamnst Sparta comcided with their dechne As soon
as the people lost confidence mn the statesmanship
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and expertise of the amstocracy, Atheman policy
floundered mto class-war and jmgo imperialism, and
from 425 on the empire and the democracy alike
degenerated with astonishing rapidity, so that Plato,
who was born n the year after Pericles died, held
class-war and ruthless imperalism to be the mevitable
accompantments of popular self-government From
his ovfn experience, he could come to no r
conclusion

But even m Periclean Athens, the evils were already
latent The so~called democracies of the alhed towns
were really the mstruments of Atheman policy, and
m Athens wself the struggle of nch agamst poor
was beginning to destroy the basis of civic umty,
already undermmed by the growth of slavery (see
Chapter 8) When we look at the Parthenon and
read the funeral speech of Pericles we must not
forget that the 1deals which they express were only
partially realized, and this partial realization was of
brief duration Ten vyears after Pericles’ death,
Athenian democracy meant not equality and Dberty
for all but the exclusion of the countryman and the
anstocrat from the councils of the nation, and the con-
firmation of privilege to one class m the State The
Atheman Empire did for a yyme protect Greece from
Persian aggression, but it also cxposca scores of
Greek cties to Athenian exploitation On the other
hand, to adout these defects 1s not to mummze the
astomshing  achievements of democratc Athens
Pericles was not exaggerating when he sad

“To sum up I say that Athens 15 the school of
Hellas, and that the ndividual Athenian 1n hus own
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person seems to have the power of adapting himself
to the most varted forms of acton with the utmost
versatihity and grace This 1s no passing and 1dle word,
but truth and fact, and the assertion 1s venfied by the
posiion to which these qualites have rased the
State For i the hour of trial Athens alone among her
contemporaries 1s superior to the report of her No
enemy who comes agamst her 1s mdignant at the
reverses which he sustams at the hands of such a
aty, no subject complams that his masters are
unworthy of him

“I would have you day by day fix your eyes upon
the greatness of Athens, until you become filled
with the love of her, and when you are impressed
by the spectacle of her glory, reflect that this empire
has been acquired by men who knew their duty and
had the courage to do 1t, who m the hour of conflict
had the fear of dishonour always present to them, and
who, 1f ever they failed i an enterprise, would not
allow their virtues to be lost to their country, but
freely gave their lives to her as the fawrest offermng
which they could present at her feast The sacrifice
which they collectively made was mndividually repaid
to them, for they recerved agan each one for himself
a praise which grows not old, and the noblest of all
sepulchres—I speak not of that m which therr remains
are lad, but of that m which their glory survives,
and 1s proclumed always and on every fittng occasion
both 1n word and deed For the whole earth 1s the
sepulchre of famous men, not only are they com-
memorated by columns and inscriptions m their own
country, but m foreign lands there dwells also an
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unwritten memonal of them, graven not on stone
but 1 the hearts of men Make them your examples,
esteemung courage to be freedom and freedom to be
happmess ”1

We must not forget these words when we examme
Plato’s condemnation of Atheman democracy In it
beauty was bound up with beasthness, rapacity with
nobihity, slavery with freedom Athenian civilization,
like every other civilization, contamed within itself
the seeds of 1ts own destruction Its flowers grew out
of the dung of social conflict, but while they lasted
they were of unmatched brilhance

1 Thucydides, I, 41, B Jowett’s translation
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1 THE LIFE OF SOCRATES

IN the previous chapter we traced the history of the
rse and fall of Atheman democracy We must now
turn our attention to the one Athenian of this period
of whose personality we can claim to have mtimate
knowledge If we look at the portrats which are
preserved to us of the great pohiticians and poets of
the fifth century—Aeschylus, Ctmon, Themustocles,
Alcibiades—we can admure therr digmty and pouse,
but we cannot clam that they give us any under-
standing of the men whom they portray They are
types like the characters 1 Ben Jonson, not Shake-
spearian people But even a second-rate copy of an
ongmal of Socrates 1s burstmg with vitality Not
even the reticence and austenity of classical sculpture
can prevent his personality from domunating the
marble and breaking the sculptor’s rules We get
the impression of an individual so umque and so vital
that he cannot be fitted mto any of the established

es

Who was this individual whose personality has
endured when all the famous men of the period have
become thin and ghostly shades, mere names ap-
pended to great events: Socrates was not a famous
politician, but an ordmary Athentan cihizen who
served hus city m the normal routine of peace and
war He was not a great artist or poet though he
wiote poems, they are not prescrved He was not



SOCRATES 49

even a saentist or phlosopher, m the usual sense,
for he made no discoveries, and, if he wrote any
philosophy, not a word of hus writings survive

Socrates was not famous for anything—except for
bemng Socrates In a sense he did nothing, and yet
he was and 1s one of the greatest figures of European
avilization Of lum and of a few others—Jesus and
St Franas for mstance—it can be truly said that
therr hives and mdividuahities have moulded the shape
of our mnermost being and are still the mspiration
of the best that 1s i us

For this reason 1t 1s impossible to write an account
of Socrates’ teaching or to analyse and evaluate lus
philosophy To understand Socratic philosophy 1t 1
necessary to know the man, and this can only be
done by reading the Daalogues of Plato For Plato
devoted nearly all us hterary activity to the com-
position of dialogues 1 which Socrates 1s the leading
character Many of them are highly reahstic descrip-
tions of actual conversations which took place before
Plato was born and to make them true to life Plato
took enormous pams to reconstruct Periclean Athens
and to recapturc the spirit of Athemian democracy,
which he himself had never known

The chief justification for any description of
Socrates 1s that 1t may persuade the reader to go to
Plato himself and to read the Apology, the Crito,
the Phaedo, the Protagoras, and the other dialogues
m which Socrates’ spint has been so muraculously
preserved No modern account of Socrates can pre-
tend to provide any real substitute for readmng the
dialogues themselves and m this chapter there can

D
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only be a bare outlne of his lfe, and a bare
mndication of the significance of his teachng

Socrates was born m 469 B C, ten years after the
battle of Salamus, and died n 3989, four years after
Athens had capitulated to Sparta Thus he lived
through the period of Athens’ greatest glory and
greatest humihation Scarcely a year of hus hfe passed
without some notable victory or defeat for his native
country He was an Athenian citizen of respectable
farmly and, like all ciizens of Athens, he spent a
constderable amount of ame on active service, and
on two occastons at least we hear of hus courage on
the field of battle But the first forty years of his
Iife were otherwise uneventful As far as we know,
he took no part m pohtics until he was an old man,!
and throughout the stress and clamour of the years
m which Athens was struggling to achieve supremacy
on sea and land, he did no more than fulfil the
routme obligations of atizenship and enjoy the hfe
of Periclean Athens

Socrates was above all things a citizen of Athens
He loved the aty, with its glorious buildings and 1ts
thriving port—the metropolis of the Acgean He was
proud to claim the privileges of Athenian citizenshap
and to feel that he was a living part of the aity which
was “the school of Hellas” Unhindered by amsto-
cratic snobbery or political prejudices, he mixed with
all sorts and conditions of men, and m democratc
Athens he could talk to generals and statesmen, to
artists and craftsmen, to philosophers and scientsts,
with the easy openness and equality of which Pencles

1 See page 141
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spoke m his funeral speech For Athens m the days
of her greatness attracted to her everythmg that was
good m Hellenic culture, and within her walls a
man could learn to know at first hand all the “glories
that were Greece

It 1s therefore not surprising that Socrates for most
of his Iife was content to hve quietly m Athens
At first he was probably best known for his extra-
ordmary appearance A small, scrubby man, thick-set
and clumsy, with an enormous head, and eyes sunk
deep below a bulging forehead—he was hkened by
his contemporaries to an ugly satyr But if his appear-
ance was ludicrous he was feared by everyone with
whom he talked for his sardomc humour and hus
“Socratic 1rony,” that naive mnocence and apparent
ignorance which could with a smgle ssmple question
explode a pretentious theory and “debunk” hypocrisy
The few who knew him really well loved hum
for the friendhness which lurked under his gnm
exterior and the honesty which made his debunking
not mere cleverness but a genune effort to sift truth
from falsechood

About 430 Socrates suddenly became a pubhc
figure The Oracle at Delpht was still respected by all
Greece as the voice of Apollo Before any important
enterprise every city would send an embassy to dis-
cover whether Apollo was favourable and, for a fee,
the Delphic priests would conduct the prophetess to
the Holy Chasm, where, mspired with mystenious
fumes, she “spoke with tongues,” and her words
were mterpreted by the priests mto riddling poems
The embassy would then return home and seek to
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elucidate the meaning of the Oracle That the Oracle
was corruptible had been proved on many occasions
The Alcmaeonidae had found it useful and had pad
for 1ts services by rebulding the temple It had been
notortously pro-Persian m 480, and m return the
Persian imvaders had left its riches untouched. And
yet Delpht was stll respected For its priests were
always well-informed and a “tip” from the Oracle had
often saved a city or an mdividual from destruction
It was therefore no small thing when m answer to a
question from one of Socrates’ devotees, the Oracle
declared lum the wisest man m all Greece

It 1s difficult to analyse Socrates’ feelings when he
heard the news For all his ranonalism, he was, as we
shall see later, a religious man, and though he may
have doubted the motives of the priests, he must
have felt that ;n some sense God had spoken and
declared that he knew what no other man knew
This fact gave hum a new sensc of vocation Hither-
to be had been content to emjoy the pleasures of
Athenian society now he became urgently aware of
a duty which he must perform and a mussion he must
fulfil No sudden change of hfe was demanded of
him—to the outside observer he behaved precisely
as he had behaved before—but the life he bhad led
became charged with a new sigmficance as he per-
cetved that what he had previously done through
natural curiosity and dishke of humbug was some-
thing essential to the salvation of the Athens which
he loved

To understand the mussion to which Socrates from
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now on devoted his hife and m the fulfilment of
which he was finally to die, we must consider the
effect of the pohtcal and social upheavals of the
previous hundred years upon the hife of the mdividual
Atheman The democratic revolution had shaken
morahty and religion to their very foundations Not
only m Athens, but all over the Greek world, the
destruction of aristocratic authority had brought with
1t a freedom of spirit new m the history of mankind,
a dstrust of authority not only mn the political but
m the rehgious sphere, and a rehiance on human
reason as the only proper instrument for the solution
of every problem

To appreciate this intellectual revolution we have
only to consider the cffects of the mndustrial revo-
lution upon the morality and rchgion of our own
age Here, too, a new class of manufacturers and
technicians pushed 1ts way mto political power an
old technique of production and distribution was
replaced by a new one, and the class-structure of
soctety was radically reshaped These pohtical and
social changes were accompanied by an mtellectual
revolution no less profound than they The established
order of scientific and ethical philosophy and the
established mstitutions of religion were not adapted
to the needs of the new industrial society As hberahsm
challenged the pohtical status quo, so Darwinism
challenged the dogmas of the Churches In the
triumph of hiberalism, 1t was not only the statesmen
and the manufacturer who were responsible for
victory the scientist and the philosopher also played
ther part
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The developments in Greece were precisely parallel,
save that here the revolutionary process was unprece-
dented 1 world hustory If we think for a moment
of the great aivilizations of Babylon, Egypt and Crete
which preceded that of the Greeks, we shall see that
religion and reason were there kept ngidly apart
Reason or mteligence was regarded as useful m
ordinary bfe—the craftsman, the salor, and the
general all applied 1t to the problems which faced
them—but there was a whole sphere of life where
the ordmary man was forbidden to use lus imtelh-
gence at all He must not dispute how the world
came to be, how the gods ruled the world, what was
right and wrong, how sm could be expiated These
questions were holy and they could be answered
only by holy men Only the priest had access to the
gods To the ordinary mortal 1t was forbidden He
must be content to accept the answers which the
prests gave hum, and he must accept them, not
because he saw that they were true, but because the
authority of the priest was absolute The Greeks tore
down this dividing wall between religion and mtell-
gence They challenged the authonty of the prest
and set up reason or mtelligence as the sole arbuter
of what 1s acceptable and what 1s not In one sense
nothing was holy to them because nothing was left
unchallenged by reason, m another sense everything
was holy because they beheved everything was
mtelligible, finite, clear~cut and amenable to the law
of Reason It 1s often sad that the Greeks were
wrreligious people To say that 1s to make rehgion
nothing better than supersition True religion cannot
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forbid the use of reason, or deny the possibility of
truth It was a deeply rehigious feeling which mspired
the Greek belief that we can understand the world
around us, and break down the tabus which lurk n
every mountamn and tree and stream, and it was 2
profound sense of morality which questioned the
prumitive religion of human sacrifice and demied the
existence of jealous and hcentious gods The early
Greek philosophers were not free-thinkers or material-
1sts, but pious and devout men who discovered that
reason can free mankind from fear and hatred, and
teach lum the nature of reality Thewr speculations
were at the same time an analysis of natural and of
religious phenomena and thus they were both the
first scientasts and the first theologans

For this reason we find m the fragments of their
writings which we possess a moral exaltation matched
by few passages m the Hebrew prophets In the Old
Testament we are sull for the most part m a world
of jealousy and fear God 1s stll the possession of
a people or tribe Ritual and ceremomial are con-
fused with morahty, and symbols take the place of
mtellectual concepts Sublime visions are dimly seen,
but they remam wisions, unclanfied by reason or
analyss To turn from the Hebrew prophets to the
Greek thinkers of the sixth century 1s to move mto
another world, remote from our own, and yet far
more akin to 1t For here are men, consaous of the
reason which distinguishes them from beasts, and
resolved to break through the curtams of symbol and
rtual and ceremony, and to see the reahity behmnd
them face to face The enterprise 1s dangerous, but 1t
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must be attempted If man 15 to follow his divine
calling and become rational then first of all religion
and morality must become rational too
How closely this attack on priestly authority was
.connected with the social revolution 1s shown by the
‘fact that 1t began m Asia Mimor and South Italy 1n
'the muddle of the age of tyranny One after another
. thinkers arose to substutute for the myths and cos-
, mogomtes, which had previously been taken on trust,
‘new scientific accounts of the way that the world
,came to be These early philosophies seem crude and
t laughable to-day Thales, for mstance, declared every-
thing to be water But such a theory was m reality
an amazing advance of human reason Thales had
observed that ice, which 1s solid, turns mto water,
water mto steam, and he had further noticed how the
steam or must often seems to be drawn up by the sun
He concluded that there were four prime substances,
earth, air, fire, and water, which were transformed
mto one another m a regular cychical process What
1s mmportant 1s not the theory but the method He
was trymg to give an account of the world which
squared with his observations, and he was searching
for substances whose changes could be understood
and shown to account for the observed changes m
nature We have only to contrast Thales’ philosophy
with the first chapter of the book of Genesis or the
Greek myths to appreciate his achievement From
this date (about s80) no rehigion or theology or
myth could satisfy the Greek thinker which had not
been tested by reason and comparison
Fufty years later m South Italy the second discovery
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was made Pythagoras, half mystic and half scientist,
the vegetarian behever m the transmugration of souls,
founded the study of Pure Mathematics, and may
actually have discovered the theorem which bears
lus name Imbued with a profound veneration for
magic numbers and figures, he found that these holy
entities had properties of their own which only pure
thought could discern, a worshipper of the heavenly
bodies, he mamtamed that they moved not m a
mysterious but 1n a mathematical way, tramned to find
m musical mcantations the way to religious ecstasy,
he discovered that behind the audible melody there
lay numencal ratios, not heard but understood In
the course of the next half century his followers
had Jad the foundations of astronomy, geometry,
and harmonics These sciences secmed to thewr earhest
devotees m no way contradictory to rehgion, but the
beginnings of a new theology which must finally
disclose the nature of the supreme perfect Cause
whom no eyes could see, the Eternal Being, rational
and immutable, the Pure Intelhgible Godhead

But although the early Greek phulosophers were
theologians “mtoxicated with reason,” to whom 1t
was self-evident that truth was the only prestess and
reason the only oracle of true religion, the sffect of
therr teaching on Greek society was revolutionary
Freed from all authority and restramt, Greck thought
roamed at large over the umverse, questioning and
denying the accepted order of things The collapse of
religious authority confirmed the political and soctal
collapse of the arsstocratic tradition The first results
were therefore not a new mtellectual disciphne to



$8 PLATO TO-DAY

replace the old traditions, but mtellectual and social
rebellion Man, 1t was felt, had at last been freed from
bondage to superstiion and from subjection to
absolutism Smce reason and mtelligence were now
the standards by which worth was measured, the
anstocrat and the priest could be treated as ordmary
men and judged on their ments In future no one’s
opmion should carry extra weight because of his
family tree or social position or holy office

Thus the cult of reason developed mto an mdi-
vidualist and equalitarian philosophy, which threatened
to break up the whole fabric of society Where each
man 15 as good as hus nesghbour, political parties are
mevitable, and the Greek city became a whirlpool of
political mtrigue Where there are political parties
there must be propaganda, and rhetoric and oratory
became essential to the atizen of a democracy who
wanted to compete for social or economic or pohtical
success Where rhetoric 1s supreme, the decision of
the law-courts will be swayed by brlliant argument
and appeals to the emotions, and so m the Jaw-courts
1t was persuasion, not truth, which prevailed A pohcy,
a pomt of view, a moral principle or a religion came
to be valued not for its truth, but for 1ts popular
appeal, just as the goodness of an article n modern
Iife 15 sometimes assessed by its sales In the end the
subsitution of reason for tradiion as the supreme
cniterion produced not freedom for the mdividual, as
had been hoped, but power for the few mdividuals
who were skilled m the arts of salesmanship

Another result of these changes was the vogue for
science and philosophy amongst the lesured classes
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Knowledge and education became fashionable, and
the demand for scienufic lectures was <atisfied by the
Sophusts, experts who travelled from town to town,
living on therr lecture fees They gave courses m
medicine, astronomy, mathematics, civics, theology,
and anything else for which there was a demand
The demand was forthcommng, for education had
become both a fashion and a nccessity m the new
commercial society
Of all the courses which they provided, the most
popular and the most dangerous was rhetoric, the art
of propaganda In democratic Athens, with 1ts passion
for hitigation, rhetoric seemed essential to any bappi-
ness It brought political power, wealth, and personal
success For rhetoric—like propaganda and advertising
—was the art of making others agrce to a pomt of
view whether that pomt of view was right or wrong
Indeed, the falser 1t was the greater the rhetorical
success . persuading someonc clse to accept 1t and
conversely, the sounder a doctrime or a legal case or
. a political judgment, the more the skill required to
make 1t look ndiculous Rhetoric, m fact, was the
‘ techmque of making the worse appear the better and
the better the worse cause Its connection with the
{ Sophusts 15 shown by our modern word sophustical,
{and 1t rapidly became the most hghly developed
Iscience m all Greece

Such was the atmosphere m which Socrates grew
up As a young man he plunged enthusiastically mto
the maelstrom of new ideas, reading and hstening to

the famous lecturers, even argumg with Zeno and
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Parmemides, the propounders of the latest paradoxes
of western Greek philosophy But soon he began to
feel lost m the buzz of speculation and dialectical
cleverness

A whole-hearted ratnonalist, he accepted the revolt
of reason and 1ts refusal to be bound by prejudice and
by tradiion Greedy for the new science and phalo-
sophy, he participated eagerly mn the Athenian
renaissance and welcomed the new education which
the Sophusts offered Endowed with an overwhelmmg
sense of the value of personality and of true self-
realization, he could not deny that the challenge to
the established order had left the mdividual free to
develop his own talents and his own apprehension
of truth and that the Sophists provided the means
to this self-development But when he exammed
Athentan society, he began to see that the old super-
stiions had been replaced by a materialistic philosophy,
and the old education by lessons in salesmanship and
propaganda Just as democracy by 430 mcant not
freedom for all, but privilege and pohitical power for
one class, so rationalism was coming to mean, not
the destruction of all prejudice, but the replacement
of one type by another Education was not valued as
an end m 1tself, but purchased as a useful weapon for
the social struggle

Up till the moment when the Oracle was given,
Socrates had been an amused and somewhat cymcal
spectator of the Atheman renaissance He bad enjoyed
picking holes m pretentious theorics and exposing the
llogicalities m the arguments of the philosophers,
and he had not resisted the temptation to apply his
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destructive cniticism to distinguished statesmen and
poets But he had done thus with a light heart Now he
admitted to himself what he had long suspected
Life n Athens mught well be a glorious adventure,
but 1t was high time to ask preciscly where Athens
stood, what the democratic revolution really meant,
what the cmpire really was, and what freedom of
thought really imphed The lst hundred years had
been a period of such colossal changes that no one
had had time to stop and consider thewr significance
The social process had swept Athens along so fast
that no Athcnian had had time to see where Athens
was gomg Each stage had seemed mewitable, and the
pace had been so rapid that there had only been tume
to prepare for the next stage without asking too care-
fully about the direction or the final goal Now, m
Socrates’ view, 1t was tume to call a halt and ask those
quute stmple questions to which everyone had a ready
answer on his lips, but about which few had seriously
pondered

This, then, was his vocation, and this was the
meanmg of Apollo’s words Socrates, the man who
claimed that he knew nothing, was the wisest man n
Greece precisely because he alonc realized that the
fundamental questions were not bemg asked by the
Sophusts and the statesmen and the ‘educated’ Athenians
They thought they knew the answers, when they did
not He at least recogmzed his own ignorance Let us
hear his own description of the matter

“When I heard the answer of the Oracle, I said to
myself “What on earth can the god mean by ths
nddle> I am not conscious of having any wisdom
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either small or great What can he mean by calling
me the wisest of men> He cannot be teling a ke,
for that would be agamst the law of his nature * For
a long time I pondered what he could mean, and then
very reluctantly I decided to put the Oracle to the
proof So I went to a man with a great reputation
for wisdom, m the hope that I could thereby refute
the Oracle and say to the god, “You said I was the
wisest of men, but here 15 someone who 1s wiser than
I’ The gentleman I approached was a politictan—I
need not mention s name—and I exammed lhum
very carefully But the result was that after con-
versation with him I reahzed that, although m hus
own estimation and 1n that of many others he was a
wise man, 1n fact he was nothmg of the kmd So then
I tred to show him that he thought himself wise
but was not really wise, and the consequence was
that T made an enemy of hum and many of those
present So I left lum saymg to myself, ‘I really am
wiser than this gentleman T suppose nesther of us
knows anythmg beautiful and good but whereas he
thinks he knows something when he doesn’, 1 do at
least realize my own 1gnorance In this smgle triflng
way I suppose I am wiser than he’ Then I went to
someone else with a reputation even greater than
hus, but I came to the selfsame conclusion about hum
And so I made an enemy of him too and of many
others besides "1

In this passage Socrates mdicated what he held to
be the fundamental weakness of Athenan society
The democratic revolution had swept away the old

1 See Apology, chapter 21
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established order The authority of priest and noble
had been replaced by the autonomy of mndividual
reason But reason must not only destroy the temple
of superstiion 1t must erect a new temple to replace
1t, more ordered, more beautiful and more true than
the old To awaken Athens to this task was the
bounden duty of any patriot

Socrates devoted the last twenty years of his Iife to
the fulfilment of this duty—the exposure of ignorance
m high places The ordmary Atheman saw m him
only a typical Sophust, as he sat, day by day, sur-
rounded by clever young men, demolishing the pre-
tensions of highly respectable citizens But, unlike the
Sophusts, Socrates charged no fees Disclaimng all
knowledge, he declared himself mcompetent to teach,
and clatmed that he was merely trymng to discover
the truth If anyone should pay, 1t was he, for he was
always the pupil, never the master This humihty
naturally mfunated anyone who had been subjected
to the deadly Socratic analysis and bad been forced
to realize lus state of mental confusion For it soon
became clear that no reputation could survive a con-
versation with Socrates, the man who knew nothing

A few of hus closest friends, among them Plato, had
some mklhng of the meanmg of his Iife but the con-
servative poliician soon recogmzed him as a danger
to Athcnian democracy In 423 the playwnght
Anstophanes attacked um bitterly as a scientific
buffoon, a dangerous radical who ndiculed sound
traditon and made decent men look fools Arnsto-
phanes’ criicism was largely justified a degenerate
aristocracy hung on Socrates’ words and utilized hus
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arguments to duscredit the democracy which they
wished to supplant Alabiades and Crtias and therr
friends were only waiting their chance to overthrow
the regime and maugurate the counter-revolution
Socrates’ methods supplied them with fresh ammumn-
tion, which they used unscrupulously agamst thewr
democratic opponents They learnt his dialectical
methods and used them, not as Socrates used them
to expose half-truth, but to annihilate truth

We must remember that the last thurty years of
Socrates’ Iife were hived 1n a period of almost unbroken
war Athens was fighting for her exstence, and 1t was
clear that defeat would mean an aristocratic counter-
revolution For this reason the party conflict became
feroctously butter, and any cnticism of democracy
was taken to mply support for the amstocratic op-
position However scrupulously Socrates avoided
taking sides, he could not pretend that democracy
was perfect or veil his contempt for many of its
spokesmen Nor could he deny hus association with
Alcibiades and Cntias, or avoid responsibility for
their chequered careers By his exposure of 1gnorance
wherever he found 1t, he had weakened the Govern~
ment and strengthened the opposition

In 404 Crtias and his frends at last made thar
putsch, set up the regime of the thirty tyrants, and
capitulated to Sparta Socrates took no part whatso-
ever m their conspiracy and when an attempt was
made to imphcate hum m its crimes, by mstructing
him to arrest a wealthy citizen, Ius refusal nearly cost
lum hus hfe But the fact that Critias was hus pupil
could not be gamsad When the democracy was
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restored he was arrested and put on lus trial ostensibly
for worshipping strange gods and corrupting the
youth, actually for aiding and abetung the counter-
revolution

It 1s probable that the new democracy was
reluctant to push the matter to a conclusion The
legal case aganst Socrates was known to be weak,
s honesty and mtegnty were widely recognized,
and the temper of the day was inchned to toleration
But Socrates was now seventy years old the Athens
be had loved was gone, never to be rebmlt Almost
deliberately he seemed to press for a final decision,
refusing absolutely to escape from prison or to accept
the various offers of help which came from his many
friends He felt that he had hived hs life m the service
of Athens It was for her sake that he had exposed
the 1gnorance of her politicians and the corruption of
her social life But his ciicsm had been esther un-
heeded or reviled or perverted, and now he felt sure
that only lus death could effect what his hfe had
failled to achieve If he were prepared to die at the
order of the city which he had served, then perhaps
his example would mspire others to continue the work
which he had begun

And so he remamed m prison awaiting death and
talking happily to his friends Right to the end hus
loyalty never wavered When Cnto urged hum once
more to escape, he only replied “Surely you must
see that your country 1s something which you must
honour and revere more even than your father or
mother or forefathers In the eyes of God and of men
of understanding 1t has a hagher claim on you than all

B
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of these If it 1s angry with you, you must behave
towards 1t with more deference and humihity than
you do even to your father, and you must either
persuade 1t that you are night or else you must do a5
1t commands and suffer as 1t commands without com-
plamt I 1t orders you to be beaten or imprisoned, if
1t sends you to war to be wounded or killed—sull
you must obey For 1t has the nght to demand this
of you, and you must not flinch or draw back or
desert your post On the field of battle, i the courts
of law and m all your daily life, you must do what-
ever the aity, which 1s your country, commands, or
else you must succeed 1 convinemng 1t that you are
m the nght To use force agamst your mother or
your father 15 wicked How much more so agamst
your country!”1

At his tral, too, he dchiberately courted death
Refusing to use the usual appeals ad musericordiam, he
made his speech for the defence mto a brithant and
humorous justification of huis whole hfe It was hus
patriotism, he urged, which madc it mmpossible to
retract what he had said, or to give an assurance for
the future that he would soften hus cnnicism  Fnally,
when, accordmg to Athenian practice, he was
asked to assess his penalty, he rephed that the only
penalty which he deserved was a free meal daily m
the town hall as a reward for hus scrvices He was
condemned by a small majonty to die by drmking
hemlock

The last hours of hus life were spent m conversation
with hus friends Plato has preserved for us an account

1 Crito, chapter 12
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of them m his dialogue the Phaedo, and has pamted
the final scene

“He took the cup qute serenely, without a tremor
or any change of colour or expression, looking
steadily at the warder with that pecuhar stare of his
Then he said, “What about pouring a ibation » May I’
The warder answered, “We only prepare just the
correct amount ’ ‘I see,’ said he, ‘but I may and must
pray to the gods that my journey from this world
to the other may be blessed That then 1s my prayer
So be 1t As he said this he raised the cup and drank
it off quite cheerfully and calmly Up ull then most
of us had been able to restram our tears fauly well
but when we saw lum dnnking and when we saw
that he had drunk the poson, we could do so no
longer In spite of myself, my tears poured down,
and I put my cloak over my face and wept It was
not for him that I wept but for my own bereavement
Crito had been unable to restram his tears and had
got up before me and gone aside Apollodorus too
had been weeping all the tume, and now he cried out
loud and Is passionate outburst made us all break
down Only Socrates remamed calm and said, ‘Come!
Come! What are you domg! The chief reason why
I sent the women away was to prevent this sort of
scene, for I have been told that death should come to
a man m a holy peace Please be patient and calm’
At these words we felt ashamed and controlled our
tears Then he began to walk about until he said that
his legs were feeling heavy, and lay down on hs
back, as the warder mstructed hun The man who had
given lum the poison every now and then examined
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him, pressng his feet and hus legs, and then he
queezed his foot hard and asked if Socrates felt any-
thing Socrates said no So he squeezed his shins and,
moving gradually up the body, showed us that he
was growing cold and stiff Then he pressed hard agam
and said that when 1t reached his heart, he would be
one
8 “Socrates had covered his face with his cloak, but
when the chill reached his grom, he pushed back the
cloak from hus face and said (these were hus last words),
‘Crito, we owe a cock to Acsculapus don’t forget
to pay the debt’ Crito said, “Very well, Socrates Is
there anything else?’ Socrates gave no answer to this
question, but aftcr a lttle while he strred The
warder uncovered him and lus eyes were glazed
Crito saw this and closed the eyelids and the mouth
“So Socrates, our friend, died Of all the men of
Iis ime whom any of us met, not one was as fine or
as wise or as good as he ”

1 THE TEACHINGS OF SOCRATES

Socrates was condemned to death for corruptng the
youth and for worshipping strange gods From what
we have seen of his life, this charge seems so fantastic
that 1t can hardly have been seriously put forward
And yet we shall find that the jury’s verdict was
politically justifiable Socrates, the patriotic Athensan
and the devoted scarcher after truth, was parnally
responsible for accelerating the Athemian collapse
and still further disntegrating the soctal hfe of Athens
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His philosophy, because 1t was mcomplete, was
pernicious

Had this not been the case Plato mught never have
written his Republic For 1t was the fact that the
noblest man whom he had known had been justifiably
condemned to death which first forced hum to realize
the tragic dilemma of Greek civihization, and made
him take upon himself the completion of the task
which Socrates had left unfinished To understand
Plato we must try to see why Socrates was condemned
to death In so domg we shall perhaps percetrve some-
thing of the nature of his phulosophy

We have seen that Socrates was deeply perturbed
by the Atheman complacency at the destruction of
the old amstocratic religion and morality He saw
that mtellectual freedom degenerates mnto mere
hcence unless the free mdividual voluntarly subjects
himself to a new rational discaplme The old arsto-
cratic order had imposed a discipline and an education
upon the citizen It had tramed hum for war and given
him a ngid standard of right and wrong It had pro-
vided an education, though not a rational one
Inevitably, therefore, the age of reason must develop
a rational system of education, if 1t was to brmg
happmess and not musery to men

Socrates called the new education of which he
dreamed philosophy—the search for wisdom Athens
must be taught not to accept tradinonal morality,
but to discover rational prmciples of conduct and to
base 1ts soctal hife upon them The old education had
consisted m putting mto the mmds of the young the
orthodox 1ideas about nght and wrong the new
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philosophy would try to develop the mdividual reason
m each man so that he only accepted those 1deas
which he saw to be true and rejected all wickedness,
not from fear of punishment but because he understood
s folly

Thus philosophy, according to Socrates, must be
the self-discipline of reason, and 1t had two mam
tasks (1) to ¢xamune and to reject those opimons
which 1t found to be false, and (2) to substitute for
these false opinions a new set of principles acceptable
to reason The method of this new education was
extremely stmple 1t consisted of asking for definitions
of every-day words Iike “justice” or “courage” or
“piety” and, by a process of discussion, sifting the
false from the truc Socrates did not clam that m
these discussions he taught anybody anythmg at all,
but only that he helped others to discover what they
really knew alrcady He did not provide hus hearers
with new and mtcresting 1deas, but like a midwnfe
asssted the pregnant mind to bring forth its own
truths In the early dialogues of Plato we can
watch “the mudwife” at work He 1s usually m
conversation with an expert or a prommnent citizen
and after a few munutes of desultory talk pounces
on some word which his opponent has used What,
he asks 1 conversation with a general, does courage
mean precisely: The general must clearly know
m order to do hus job properly But the general
cannot precisely define 1t and 15 caught m a maze of
mconsistencies Various definitions are tried, but even
those suggested by Socrates are found to be deficient
and the dialogue ends n a complete breakdown
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The only positive result seems to be that one more
human bemg reahizes that he does not know what he
means by the very simplest words he uses and detests
Socrates for having brought him to this realization
On first reading, these dialogues seem entwrely
destructive Frequently the argument 1s unsound and
Socrates 1s gulty of what looks hke deliberate unfair-
ness The modern reader will sympathize with the
jury who condemned hum, and ask what possible
use his verbal cleverness can be But if we study
them more carefully we shall notice that—however
negative the conclusions may be—these dialogues are
m one sense positive They are examples of an
educational method This method of analpsis—the
attempt to define precisely the meanmgs of common
words—i1s the great contribution of Socrates to
modern philosophy, for if we do not know precisely
the meanmgs of the words we use, we cannot discuss
anythmg profitably Most of the futile arguments on
which we all waste time are largely due to the fact
that we each have our own vague meanings for the
words we use and assume that our opponents are
usng them mn the same senses If we defined our
terms to start with, we could have far more profitable
discussions Agamn, we have only to read the daly
papers to observe that propaganda (the modem
counterpart of rhetoric) depends largely for 1ts success
on confusing the meanmng of the terms If politicans
were compelled by law to define any term they
wished to use, they would lose most of their popular
appeal, their speeches would be shorter, and many of
their disagreements would be found to be purely
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verbal Thus Socrates believed that the first task of
philosophy was to clear away confusion and mus-
representation by defining the meanings of words

But that was only a prelmmary The true task of
philosophy was not to define words but to discover
reaity As we have seen, Socrates had studied the
attempts of the scientists and the mathematicians to
find m the workimngs of nature a rational plan Mathe-
matics had disclosed the possibility of deductive proof
and logical certainty No one who had once under-
stood Pythagoras’ theorem could doubt 1t or regard
1t as merely probable for the mathematician 1t was
eternally and absolutely true Socrates observed that
mathematics depended on precise defimtions of terms,
but he also noticed that 1t did not consist solely of
defimtions 1t was an ordered and consistent body
of knowledge It seemed to hum possible to apply
to human relations the mathematical method, and he
believed this to be the task of philosophy If we could
know justice and truth and beauty, understanding
their properties and mter-relations as we understand
Buchd, then hfe would be rational and happy What
the scientists and mathematicians were domg for the
world of nature, philosophy must accomplish for
human society

The philosophical discipline 1s never popular 1t 1s
mdeed the most exasperating torture to which the
human mind can be subjected It hunts out our
dearest prejudices and shows that they have no
rational foundations, and 1t exposes what we thought
to be a logical theory as a mass of contradictions
Although 1t 15 directed to the development of the
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mndividual, 1t does not satisfy our ordmary ideas of
self-realization smce 1t calls on each of us to relegate
most of his personal mterests to second place It does
not press for the free development of mdividual
tastes, but demoands that the mdividual should
voluntanly regulate hus life by the dictates of reason
Socrates believed that this discipline alone could
save Athenian democracy from collapse Now that
the bonds of tradition had been broken, the mdividual
atzen must forge for himself the new morality
And education must be concerned to produce that
change of heart which was necessary if he was to be
willing to undertake these great responsibilities For
thus reason Socratcs was as much opposed to the type
of culture and cducation which the Sophists were
popularizing, as he was to the pomt of view of the
ordinary uneducated busmess man He saw that
education and mtcllectual trammng can be used for
purcly maternialist ends Men can be naturally clever
and highly educated, and yet totally unphilosophuc
They can allow reason to be the slave of their pas-
stons, or of other people’s passions and education
can be mercly a useful weapon m the class-struggle
Socrates believed that the teaching provided by the
Sophusts was little better than this It gave to men
techmques for getting what they wanted, and the
Sophists were mterested not m the spiritual health of
therr pupils but m providing somethmg useful for
which people were prepared to pay Socrates agreed
with the conservatives that such education was no
substitute for the old-fashioned discipline of arsto-
cratic Athens It put new power mto the hands of
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use of that power For this reason it produced a
reckless mdividualism and disregard for the good of
the community Once the restramnts of morality and
rehgion had been destroyed, the mdividual citizen was
free to do as he pleased, and education was merely
embittermg the class-struggle mnstead of healing 1t

This, 1n Socrates’ view, was the disease from which
Athentan democracy was sufferng Class—conflict and
imperialism were the results of a laissez-fare philo-
sophy of mdividual licence, and if Reason could not
produce a new self-disciphne, then the behef that
night 15 mught would rule m Athens As the great war
dragged on, 1t became yearly more clear that this
was happenmg For all its faults, Athens m the age
of Penicles had been mspired by an exalted patriotism
and a real sense of pan-Hellenic responsibility Now
these motives were bemg submerged by faction and
self-mnterest No impartial observer could deny the
terrible decline m the standards of Athemian life which
set 1 after the death of Pericles

The most sober and therefore the most ruthless
catic of this degeneraton was Thucydides, an
Atheman general exiled for hus fulure on a cam-
paign, who composed a detatled history of the great
war between Athens and Sparta One quotation 1
sufficient to mdicate the analysis which he made It
1s taken from ‘the Melian dialogue’ 1n which Thucy-
dides describes how Athens subdued a small sland
called Melos 1

1 For a complete version see Thucydides V, 85, Bveryman's
Edition
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“Athens also made an expedition agamst Melos
The Melans are of Spartan descent and were therefore
unwilling to become subject to Athens At first they
remamed neutral Then when Athens commutted acts
of wanton aggression, they were forced mto open
warfare Athens sent an expeditionary force but
before opening hostthties the Athenian generals
entered mto negotiations with the Mehans The fol-
lowng conversations ensued

ATEENS We do not mtend to waste time making
flowery speeches to justify our Empire on the ground
of our services to Greece agamst Persia, or to pretend
that our present invasion 1s motivated by any past
misdemeanours of yours We suggest, therefore, that
you, too, should omut such arguments Do not waste
time descnibing how, although you are of Spartan
descent, you have not jomned the Spartan alltance
aganst us, or how our aggression 1s unprovoked
Let us negotiate on the basis of our real feehngs and
of the situation as 1t really s We all know that
Justice m this world 1s only possible between two
powers of equal strength Power extorts all 1t can
weakness concedes all it must We are here to
strengthen our Empie We wish to mclude you
within 1t with a moumum of trouble, m order that
your existence 1 future may be of profit to us both
meros You will certamly benefit from conquermg us
How should we benefit by accepting subjection to you:
AtHENS You would have the advantage of submutting
before the worst occurred we should gam by not

destroying one of our subjects
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Meros You refuse then to allow us to remam neutral
and on friendly terms wath you?

ATHENS Yes, m the eyes of our subjects your
neutrality s 2 sign of our weakness your hostility
will occasion a display of our strength Our subjects
believe that if any state mamtams its mdependence
the reason 15 to be found mn 1ts strength which makes
us hesitate to attack 1t Your subjection, therefore,
would at the same time extend our Empire and
Increase our security

MeLos But surely your security would be best
advanced 1f we remam neutral, for if you attack us,
you will abenate the sympathies of all the states which
are now neutral When they see how you are treating
us, they will expect thewr turn to come soon In fact,
you will be strengthening the forces agamst you and
driving anyone who has not yet taken sides mto the
enemy camp Furthermore, if you are willing to take
the risks which you admit are necessary to mamtam
your Empure, you must agree that we should show a
contemptible lack of spint if we do not do everything
we can to preserve the mdependence we still possess
ArEENs Not if you take an objective view of the
matter You have not to decide whether you should
engage m a war between two forces equally matched,
but how you can preserve yourselves agamst an
enemy of vastly superior strength The question s
not one of honour but of prudence

MeLos But we know that victory does not always
go to the big battalions I we surrender now we give
up all hope, 1f we fight, there 15 at least a chance we
may survive
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ataEns Hope 1s indeed very comforting m moments
of danger, and those who have something else to
depend on may not be rumed by accepting her com-
forts But do not be deluded by hopes Though your
position 15 desperate, a rational method of self-
preservation 15 still open to you Do not make the
silly mustake of pmning your hopes m such a situa-
tion upon the supernatural and upon the favours of
heaven
meLos We recogmze the danger we are m But our
cause 15 just and yours 1s not, and m the eyes of God
we shall at least find no less favour than you As for
our weakness, 1t will be compensated by the support
of the Spartans They are of common stock with us
and cannot refuse us help Our confidence, therefore,
1s not so blind as you suppose
ATHENS We cxpect to receve qute as much favour
from on high as you Our attitude m religious
matters 15 scrupulously correct our mundane aims
vare not abnormal There 15 a law of nature wiich
declares that every hving creature extends its emprre
o the lmuts of its power We know this 1s true of
e human species we becheve that it apples m
gleavcn as well We did not make this law, nor were
e the first to 1mplement 1t We mhented it from
our fathers, we act upon 1t m our own lives, and we
expect to bequeath 1t to posterity for ever We are
also aware that you, like everyone else, would do as
we are domng had you at your disposal the forces
which are at ours So much for the favour of heaven
As for Sparta, if you imagme she wall assist you from
a sense of honour, we can but admure your mnocence,
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we do not envy your folly Sparta 1s a country of
high moral standards m home affars 1ts loyalty to
national mstitutions 1s very great Of 1ts foreign policy
we could say a good deal Suffice it now to state
that 1t 1s second to none 1 1dentifying national mterests
with national honour, national expediency with mter-
national justice

“The Athenians left the conference the Meltans
after consultation resolved to persevere m thewr
refusal to surrender The Atheman delegation then
returned to the army and the generals immediately
commenced hostihities Later on, Melos was closely be-
sieged and whispers of treachery began to be heard
m the aty She therefore made an unconditional
surrender to Athens The Athenians executed all the
men and enslaved all the women and children They
repopulated the 1sland with five hundred colonusts

Thucydides did not pretend that this was a ver-
batim account of the negotrations at Melos, or that
Athemian statesmen ever talked m this way It 1s
doubtful mdeed if any of them had analysed ther
own motives or thought out the principles of their
foreign policy so carefully as the cool objectve
spectator ‘The Melian Dialogue 1s not literal history,
but an attempt to lay bare the real underlying causes
of Atheman imperiahsm and to show what an
Atheman diplomatist would have had to say if he
had been honest enough to think out the implica-
tons of his country’s pohicy It 1s certamn that Socrates
would regard the Melan dialogue as a fair analysis

Thucydides was an historian  he stated the facts
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and analysed them without drawing any conclusions
But there were men at Athens prepared to draw them,
and to assert not only that Atheman foreign pohcy
was ruthlessly imperiahstic but that 1t was right to be
so This school of Realpolitsk was never a popular
movement (it was too philosophical for that), but 1t
deeply wnfluenced the young mtellectuals and its
slogans were quickly picked up by the demagogues
and popular lecturers It mamntammed (as 1ts modern
counterparts maintamn) that all pohtics are and must
be power-politics state agamst state, class agamst
class, man agamnst man The survival of the fittest 13
the only law of human society, and self-interest the
only motive of mdividual men Not only nter-
national law and morality, but social morality as
well, are tricks and devices for the enslavement of
one group by another The position 1s admurably
summarized by Callicles, a character whom Plato
mtroduces m his dialogue the Gorgias to represent
the philosophy of the younger generation

“I beheve that the laws are framed by the weak
and common crowd They frame them for therr own
benefit and according to their taste they concoct the
code of moral praise and censure They use them to
terrify the few domunant spurits who could stake out
a decent claim for themselves to prevent them from
domg well or getting the better of their nferiors They
are content with a fair or just distribution of wealth
precisely because they are inferior And so, Law tells
us, 1t 18 unfair and disgraceful to try to do better than
the common herd, and they tell us 1t 15 morally
wrong to do so But the real truth 1s that the better
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man ought to do better than the worse, and the more
capable than the less capable There 1s plenty of
evidence to support this Look at the behaviour of
ammals, look at the history of cities and of nations
Here you see Right means that the strong should rule
the weak and do better than the weak What nght
had Xerxes to attack Greece » I beheve Xerxes and s
bike were domg what 1s really and truly right, they
were acting by the real law of nature, though they
may well have been transgressing the laws we frame
We take the finest of our children and we tame them
like hon cubs, curbing their spints with moral spells
and superstiions And so we enslave them, telling
them they must only take thewr fair and proper share
and that farness and justice are what is fine and
nght But if a man should armse with a spinit great
enough for the task, he would shake off all this
morality he would burst the chams of convention
and make himself free he would trample underfoot
our codes and hypocrisies and superstitions and all our
unreal laws The slave would nse up and show him-
self to be our master and true mghteousness would
shine forth

This type of argument was as common m fifth~
century Athens as 1t 1s to-day, and then, too, 1t seemed
overwhelmmngly persuasive to a generation which
had grown impatient of the catchwords and speeches
of democracy Socrates must have heard it almost
daly, and recogmzed mn 1ts tnumphant desparr of
human nature a genumely revolutionary tone The
young men who revelled m therr immorality and
denounced human kindness as a fraud were largely
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justified m than contempt for current morality
Socrates agrced with them that impemalism and
class-war were the two mamn clements mn the politics
of their day He agreed that most people m their

nivate lives were moral and decent and righteous
only because and so long as 1t paid them to be so
they kept therr promuses, paid their debts and ful-
filled the laws from a mixture of fear and habit and
common sensc And finally he agreed that at bottom
the respectable citizen was often actuated by the same
motive as Callicles—self-mterest the one accepted
and the other renounced the social code, but the
motive of sclf-interest was the same m both cases
But though he agreed wath the Realpolitiker thus far,
be parted company with them when they went on
to affirm not only that mcn did, but that they should
behave mn this way For here he saw the difference
between philosophucal and soplustical education The
former was concerned to find a new self~discipline
based on rational moral principles the latter regarded
all morality 1 2 brake on mdividual freedom To
Socrates the philosophy that nught s nght was the
mevitable result of ncglecting true phiosophy and
allowmng education to fall mto the hands of irre-
sponsible Sophusts Class conflict and imperiahsm had
dommated Athenian hfc because genumme philosophy
had never been taught and now a spurious philo-
sophy had arscn designed to preserve precisely
those evils which philosophy should suppress Real-
poliik was, mn fact, the philosophy of Unreason, the
Justification of those false educational 1deals which
regarded knowledge and reason as merely useful

X
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mstruments for the furtherance of personal or class-
wmterests

Socrates opposed this new philosophy of Unreason
as firmly as he opposed the Sophusts, and many of his
fiercest arguments were directed aganst it But the
tude was agamst hum In a period of open class-war 1t
seemed a hopeless task to educate Athens to moral
and mtellectual self~disciphne 1t was sclf-evident that
mn order to survive man must be prepared to fight
for humsclf and disregard the obhigations which 1eason
and common decency alike imposed The philosophy
of Unreason at least offered a posizve solution of the
problems of hife It was concrete, specific, and “true
to Ife” In opposition to it Socrates could offer
nothing clear-cut or definite, his whole philosophy
forbade hum to teach a dogma He could only try to
put others on their way upon the search for truth
He could show that mn the long run “Might 15
Rught” 15 self-destructive, and that the philosophy of
Unreason 1s the denial of all philosophy but this was
of Iittle use to a generation filled wath scepticism and
despair

For this reason Socrates’ philosophy could make
no headway agamst Realpolitsk Its sumple patriotism
and sense of duty sounded archaic and naive, and
its refusal to offer a ready~made solution of any
problem made 1t seem nebulous and unworldly But
to the outsider Socrates and us opponents were much
of a muchness For up to a pomt both philosophies
had a common aim, the exposure of hypocrisy, and
where they differed—m the positive side of thewr
teachings—Socrates’ views were obscure and vague
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Thus the two conflicing educational ideals were
lumped together by the ordmnary Athenian as the
clever revolutionary propaganda of aristocratic m-
tellectuals whose purposc was the corruption of
the youth and the destruction of all respect for the
democratic tradition This judgment may have been
strictly mcorrect, but it showed a certain pohtical
common scnse  For, m fact, the products of Socrates’
teaching were not distinguishable from those of the
Sophists Alcibiades was an unprmcpled carcersst,
Crntias 2 sadstic and ruthless pohitictan Looking at
them the man i the street could not be blamed for
assuring that Socratic philosophy was only another
brand of subverstve sophistry

To appreciate, thercfore, the tragedy of Socrates’
exccution, we must rcalize that it was poliically
Justifiable The statesman must consider the results of
a policy or a crced, and not the motives which m-
spire 1t Looked at from thus pownt of vicw, Socrates’
gult was proved up to the lult His teaching had
mspired the counter-revolution, and hus theology had
produced, not 4 puritan revival, but a ruthless and
cynical gang of wealthy adventurers The fact that
he had denounced thar philosophy of force did not
make any material difference IHis disciples had wel-
comed hus attacks on current morality, and disregarded
the positave side of lus creed

The responsibiliics of the teacher are great He
must consider not only whether his teachings are true,
but what cffect they will have on hus pupils In the
eyes of the practical politician 1t 1s no justification of
Socrates 15 1 teicher to show that he denounced
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wickedness, 1f his virtuous teachings, m fact, pro-
moted 1t However blameless Ius hfe and pure hus
motives, the effects on Athenian hfe had been dis-
astrous When we remember this, we cannot blame
the jury which found him guilty of corrupting the
youth

We have scen how Socrates failed to impart to hus
pupils the rational self~disaiphne which he himself
practised, and we have suggested that this fallure was
due to Ius mability to give any positive content to
his notion of Reason which was acceptable to an
Athenian audience And yet Socrates had a positive
gospel and 1t was this gospel which was attacked m
the second part of huis charge which accused him of
worshipping strange gods

Here, too, we are faced with a paradox Socrates
was a respectable Athentan There 15 no reason to
believe that he was ever blasphemous or disrespectful
to Athena of the Acropols How, then, could he be
condemned upon this charge: From all that we hear
of hum, there 15 no doubt that he was a deeply
religious man He often talked of us “mmner voice”
which would suddenly forbid lum to do something
which he had 1 mund, and he believed that on those
pccasions God had spoken He was something of a
foystic and would sometimes fall into trances Once
twhen he was serving i the army mn Northern

reece, he was observed m the early morning standing
quite still meditating There he stood all day deep m
‘thought As mght fell some of hus fellow soldiers
] dragged therr beds out mto the open to watch um
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All mght he stood there qute still, and with the
return of hight he offered up a prayer to the sun and
went on his way

The mner voice and the trances were the most
obvious signs of a religious sense which permeated
Socrates’ whole life Religion for most Greeks at thus
tume was a matter of observance and ceremony Piety
and godliness meant domng a number of things at the
proper tme, for the gods were “powers” to be
appeased by offermgs The respectable citizen made
his offerings, but rehgion did not demand that he
should behave 1 any special way m his ordinary hife,
or offer hum any very cheerful prospect m the next
world Greek gods were capricious and somewhat
mercenary—a bad man, who made the proper
offerings, was pleasing to heaven a good man, who
by some muschance failed to make them, was punished

Socrates’ religion was very different All s hife
he had a mystical awareness of the supernatural world,
and felt humself a atizen of the heavenly ary This
other-worldly bchef was held by certam sects called
Orplucs, which had grown up during the fifty years
before he was born For the Orphic human hfe was a
vale of woe to which man had been bamished by
God, and the body was a tomb m which the immortal
soul had been impnsoned To gain true happmess 1t
must be freed from the trammels of the flesh, and
return to its natural dwelling-place mn heaven But
this release could only be achieved if 1t renounced
wealth and power and bodily pleasure and resolved
to hive the good life here on earth

All men alike, said the Orphic, are banished souls,
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so all are brothers Cities and empires and earthly
glory are nothing but vamty We must renounce
them and renounce our citizenship of this world
For the commumty of the elect 15 not bound by
ties of kinshup or of nationality, but by the brother-
bood of 1ts common purpose—its resolution to escape
the world and “practice immortality,” to subdue the
flesh and seek God Thus far the Orphic 1ehigion was
no mere formal observance or empty ntual, but the
very life of man And hus morality in the same way
ceased to be the customs of the aity he lived 1n, and
became the way of hfe which the mdividual soul
must follow 1f 1t 15 to be freed from the prison of the
body and return to heaven

Orphism often degenerated mto a mystery cult
hawked round by quacks and mendicants as a cheap
ticket to heaven But Socrates met the very exalted
form of 1t which had been developed by the Pytha-
goreans As 1t permeated theirr mathematics and
made of them not merely a new science or technique,
but a new theology, so 1t permeated hus new dia-
lectical analysis of the meanings of words and gave to
1t a strange passion and mtensity

“Perhaps, then, there 1s 2 ‘narrow way’ which leads
us to our goal For as long as we have the body with
us 1 our search, so that the soul 1s contaminated by
1ts evilness, we shall never get complete possession of
that truth which we desire The body must be fed,
and so 1t constantly disturbs us It 1s hable to discase
and so 1t hinders our search for reality It fills us
with passions and appetites and fears and all sorts of
phantasies and foolishness so that 1t 1cally never gives
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us a chance of knowmg anything properly War and
dissension and battle are all due to the body and 1ts
appetites, smce every war 1s fought i order to
acquire wealth, and 1t 15 the body which forces us to
acquire 1t And so we are enslwved to 1ts service, and
are so busy that we have no time for philosophy
But, worst of all, 1f the body does ever give us a httle
spare time and we begin to make some mvestigation,
1t constantly butts i, m the mddle of our research,
and disturbs and upsets us, and prevents us from
seemg the truth It 15, m fact, obvious that if we are
to gamn any purc knowledge, we must get nd of the
body so that the soul by itself can look on reality by
itself Only then shall we attam that knowledge which
must be the object of our desire, since we clam to
be Tlovers of knmowledge’ Qur argument proves
mdeed that we shall never know m this Iife, but only
when we are dead

“The true philosophers really practice dymng and
they are less afraid of death than anyone Look at 1t
m this way They are at logger-heads with the body
and they want to free the soul of all encumbrances
Wouldn't 1t be very unreasonable then if they were
afraid and upset when this happened, and were sorry
to go to the place where there 15 2 hope of ganing
what they longed for all through their lives, and of
ndding themselves of the compamon with whom
they were always at logger-heads® Many have been
glad to die when the boy or wafe or son whom they
loved has been taken from them, simply because they
hoped 1 the other wotld to see those whom they
longed for and to be with thum agam And so, I
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suppose, if a man 13 m love with knowledge and
passionately beheves that he cannot really find 1t
except mn the other world, he cannot be upset at
dymng, but will gladly leave this world Surely this
must be so if he 15 really a philosopher> For he will
be passionately convinced that he can only find pure
knowledge there If tlus 1s so 1t would be very un-
reasonable for him to be afraid of death, wouldn’t 1t»”

In this passage from the Phaedo! we find a clear
statement of the Orphic religious faith It can be sum-
manzed as follows (x) The Soul 1s immortal
(2) Happmess means the achieving of immortahty
by renmncation of this world (3) All men are
brothers whatever their conditions here on earth But
to these three beliefs Socrates, under Pythagorean
mfluence, adds a fourth—wirtue 1s knowledge—
transforming Orphism from a mystery cult nto a
rational philosophy For now the immortal part of
the soul 1s Reason, and happmess means freedom for
Reason to contemplate reality At one stroke the new
scientific spirit becomes the mstrument of true religion,
and philosophical mquiry the proper method of
theology, which alone can satisfy man’s rational nature
and 1mpose upon his passions order and restramt

At first sight 1t 15 not clear why Socrates’ religion
should have brought hum mto conflict with Athenian
public opmion Athens, too, had her own Eleusmian
mysteries—a cult of Demeter and Persephone—which
offered some hope of immortahty, though 1t 1s
doubtful whether the ordmary citizen regarded 1t as
more than a kind of Freemasonry, a ceremomnial

1 Phaedo, chapters 11 and 12
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observance which satisfied a deep unconscious craving
Why, then, was Socrates condemned to death for
worshipping strange gods?

There are several answers to this question In the
first place Pythagorcanism was an aristocratic creed,
which challenged the sovereignty of the popular will
and the authority of the elected citizen In South
Italy, mndeed, a sort of dictatorship of the elect had
been set up by Pythagoreans, hke Calvin’s City of
God at Geneva If knowledge must be supreme and
reason control the passions, 1t was easy to see that the
freedom which the merchants and town proletariat
had won by a century of struggle would have to be
surrendered to a stricter absolutism of theological
kings Athens nightly felt that the new puritanism
was esscntially undemocratic and that the Pytha-
gorean, who was harmless enough when he confined
Ius speculations to mathematics and the other world,
would become a menace to the exusting order if he
applied hus analysis to society But this was precisely
the task to which Socrates felt himself called—to
use the new mathematical method of reasonmng n
testing the consistency and the correctness of the
current morality and statesmanship In so domg he
must challenge the basic prmciples of Athemian
democracy

Secondly the Athenian was bound to ridicule the
Socratic 1deal of practising immortaity In a aty
where the pleasures of this world were so keenly
appreciated, 1t seemed absurd to suggest that Puritamsm
could bring happiness Socrates spoke constantly of
the need to sacmfice all for psyche, the immortal
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rational part of the soul But to the Athentan the
psyche meant the breath of life, and if he concerved
it to be mmmortal, 1t was only as a thin shade m
Hades craving to return to the body For him 1t was
the things of the body and of this world which
brought pleasure and made life worth living, and he
felt repelled by a doctrme which taught that man
must lose his life m order to save 1t

Thirdly, the Socratic theology contradicted what
little religion he still had Athena of the Acropohs
and the rest of the Olympic throng were for the new
theologians myths or allegories and nothmg more
The sun and moon and stars were physical objects
and studied as such by science Homer, who was
almost a Greek bible, was mercilessly criticized and
the sexual foibles of hus deities were denounced It
was unreasonable to expect that the respectable citizen
should disunguish between a theologian who thus
trampled on tradition and a vulgar atheist Socrates
for him was not only a Sophist and a crank—he was
blasphemous as well

But all this 15 not sufficient to explain why Socrates
was brought to trial for hus rebigious behefs Athens
was not a modern dictatorship and her citizens could
think what private thoughts they pleased It cannot
have been Socrates’ theology alone to which objection
was taken, but 1ts political effects

What these were 1t 1s easy to see Socrates taught
that the religion which was ordmarly practised was
merely a myth, a symbol sometimes of truth, some-~
times of falschood He believed that rehgion no less
than morality must be purged by reason and that,
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before any real knowledge of God could be reached,
the lumber of superstition and ceremony must be
seen for what 1t was In lus own mind this exposure
of superstition was only a prehmmary before the real
search for reality began But for lus pupils the pre-
hmmary stage was quite sufficient They were de-
hghted with lus ndicule of Homer and all the sacred
books of Greck morality Rebels agamnst tradition
and orthodoxy, they wanted nothmg better than a
proof that rehigion was nonsense Socrates gave 1t to
them Thus the effect of Socrates’ teaching was not
the restoration of true religion, but the destruction
of any httle rehgious feehng which Alcibiades and hus
friends stll possessed, and the new theology had the
same result i Athens as the new phiosophy—it
destroyed behief but was unable to put anything mn
its place The young aristocrats may have picked up
a smattering of Pythagorean teaching from therr
master, but they were only mnterested m its anti-
democratic bias

Soctrates was the lover of truth who could only
make men sceptacs, the lover of God who converted
his pupils to atheism, the patriot whose hearers
became convinced that patriotism was a mere de-
lusion Preaching the rule of rcason, he taught a
techmque of argument which was used to justify the
rule of might Concerned above all to challenge the
selfish mdividualism of the Athenian mtelligentsia, he
produced by his teachmg the worst specimens of
that type

Perhaps we can now understand why he refused
to escape from prison and preferred to court death
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He knew that he had fauled m his hfe to fulfil the
nussion which the Oracle had given lum He knew,
on the other hand, that his teaching was sound and
that along the way which he had marked lay the only
hope of salvation for the individual and for the State
For his philosophy was not wrong, but mncomplete
He preached the rationality of man and of God, and
he urged that unless we believe m these two things
there can be no sound education or happy soctety
His Iife had shown that this behef 1s msufficient and
that without knowledge of the principles of human
conduct, and of the nature of God, 1t can become
positively harmful But he believed that his death
would mspire others to discover those thmgs, the
exastence of which he could only take on trust

We have said that 1t 1s the personality of Socrates,
not his actions or teaching, which s really important
That he was jusufiably condemned to death 15 true,
but 1t 15 irrelevant to his greatness That he made no
1mportant discoveries 1s also true and also wrrelevant
What mattered to Plato and what matters to us 1s
his hife and death In them he showed that a man
could be found who believed so passionately m the
cause of truth that he would follow 1t whatcver 1ts
political or socual effects Such people there must
always be 1f civilization 1s to be preserved They are
so uncompromusing that they are quite unpractical
so sumple that they make wise men look fools
Oblivious of the disastrous results of their 1dealsm,
they demand truth even where 1t may rum a class or
a aty or a nation and if therr wickedness 1s pomted
out to them, they merely reply, “where truth 15 con~
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cerned, compromuse 1s 1mpossible ” All that 15 good
m our Western culture has sprung from this spint,
whether 1t 1s found m saentists, or priests, or poli-
ticians, or quite ordinary men and women who have
refused to prefer pohitic falsehoods to the simple truth
In the short term, they often do great harm but
the end their example 1s the only force which can
break the dictatorship of force and greed Socrates
was the first of these men and women of whose
personality history has preserved a record

For he was the first man who really saw what
mtellectual integrity 1mphed and yet preferred 1t to
everything else He was the spint of rescarch, mcor-
ruptible, mtolerant of sham, greedy for every variety
of human experience, msatiable m discussion, wromc
and yet scrious Such a spmt 1s generally mtoler-
able to any well-orgamzed commumity The states-
man who 15 responsible for “carrymg-on,” the prest
who preaches the orthodox faith, the professor who
repeats the traditional dogmas, will all unite to sup-
press the free spirit of reason which respects no
authority save that of truth In the face of com~
pletely candid criticism every established authorty
must resort to the most wrrational of defences—force
There 1s no other weapon aganst the conscientious
objector and Socrates showed that philosophy s
nothmg else than conscientious objection to prejudice
and unreason Perhaps m the last resort 1t cannot solve
the problems of human night and wrong, and 1t wnll
have no simple answer to the questions of the hour
Regarding force as irrational, 1t wall refuse to use it
and ceaselessly demand that those who are prepared
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to do so should ask themselves precisely what their
purpose and their motivesare The Athentan democracy
had no answer to this question, and so Socrates died

Socrates will always be compelled to die, hus death
will always be politically justifiable, and 1t will always
be condemned by succeeding generations, who see
so easily m retrospect that truth 1s ultimately prefer-
able to any estabhshed falsehood, however efficient 1t
may appear Condemmng the death of the hustorical
Socrates, each generation kalls its own



4 PLATO

1 PLATO THE MAN

SOCRATES’ execution was not m vamn By his death,
like another conscientious objector four hundred
years later, he immortalized the 1dea which he served,
and the legend of Socrates became the mspiration of
all who believe m reason But the man who first
formulated the Socratic faith mto a systematic
philosophy was fundamentally different from hus
master Just as Paul of Tarsus created an orthodox
Christian theology strangely remote i spirit from
that of Jesus, so Plato modificd the Socratic ideal of__
philosophy mto a new Platonic system Plato and Paul
were both converts to a faith, but each of them
changed the faith of his master almost as much as
he was changed by it And so i the history both of
Platonism and of Christianity we find a strange tension
between the 1deals of the master and of the disciple,
and at recurring mtervals there 1s 2 movement to get
behund the disciple’s dogma to the real personahty
of the master In the end loyalty to both 1s well-mgh
impossible

Consider for 2 moment these two men, Plato and
Socrates No two personalities could be more sharply
opposed Socrates, the humorous citizen of Periclean
Athens, who knew and loved all sorts and conditions
of men, Plato, the aristocrat, who shook the dust of
democratic Athens off hus feet Socrates, the man who
knew that he knew nothing, Plato, the systematic
g¢xponent of an authortanian crced Socrates, the
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conversationabst, and Plato, the master of prose
style Socrates, the personification of hfe itself, and
Plato, the remote observer of all things hiving It
will be no surprise to find that the Socratic ideal
under Plato’s hand has suffered some startlng trans-
formations

However long we study Plato’s wrntings, we can
never feel that we know Plato He baffles and eludes
our search, and although we may learn a good deal
about him, to know or to hke him as a man 1s al-
most impossible This 15 due not only to his deliber-
ate self-effacement 1n the dialogues—in lus letters we
possess extremely personal expressions of opmion—
but also to his character Plato was a divided person-
ality, 2 man who delberately demued himsclf full
realization, a poet who dehberately allowed the
springs of imagination to dry up Unless we remember
this we shall not grasp the full tragedy of hus hfe
For he was first and foremost an artist, to whom
practical affairs were of small mnterest His poems are
among the most exquisite we possess—and yet the
story may well be true that the young Plato burned
his tragedies and devoted himself to the cause of
phiosophy and of the regeneration of Greece This
deciston was forced upon lim by three things Ius
social position as a member of the ruhng class who
was naturally expected to devote lus hfe to public
service, the death of Socrates, which compelled him
to sce the urgency of the crisis, and lastly, the experi~
ences of his youth

Plato was born m 427 Pericles was dead the great
plaguc had ravaged Athens and the dreary years of
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the Peloponnesian war had just begun Athcns, con-
nected by the Long Walls to her pout, the Peiracus,
had become an armed camp mto which cach summer
were huddled the Attic farmers, sheltering from the
Spartan mvasion and watching their crops burnt
Plato as a boy can have known lttle save war and
the rumous of war, revolution and the rumours of
revoluton War 1s ncver healthy for democracics,
and as Plato grew up, Athens began to crack under
the stram As moncy ran short and the standard of
living fell, the democratic leaders became more and
more mpcrialist I 430 Athens had been fighting to
defend her Empire by 416 1t was nccessary not only
to repel attacks, but to rccoup the losses of the war
by some material gamns—and Athens launched out
on the enterprisc of conqucrmg Sicily, the richest
sland of the Mediterrancan The faillure of the
Sicilian expediion—caused m part by the defection
of Socrates’ favourite pupi, Alcibiades—meant the
downtall of Athens, and m 404 she captulated
Defeat m war brought rcvolution at home and an
aristocratic terror Was cstablished  Plato was just /
twenty-four when this happened

Belongmg to onc of the most distinguished famulies
m all Athens, he had been brought up m an
atmosphere of countcr-revolutton In aristocratic
circles, by this timc, democracy was only another
name for corruption and class-politics, and 1t was
taken as self-evident that nothing but armed revolu-
tion could save her from collapse Plato had never
sech Periclean Athens mstead, he heard the savage
jeers of the wealthy nobles at the mefficiency and

¢
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vulganty of the yngo democrats, and felt_their
growmng terror of the uneducated proletarat with
whom sovereignty lay As the sitnation became
worse, the cry for leadership grew louder, and at
last the people 1tself began to tire of 1ts Freedom The
arsstocratic pohticians saw their opportumity, and
Plato beheved that the turning-pont had now come,
Ius friends would imtiate the rule of Law and Order
Long afterwards, 1 a letter, he described hus feel-
mgs m those troubled days “My experience as a
young man was by no means unusual I thought that
as soon as I became my own master I would immed:-
ately enter public Iife A sudden change, however, in
the political situation diverted me from my plan
The democratic regime of the time was generally
detested and a revolution took place It was headed
by fifty-one leaders, of whom eleven were m the
City and ten m the Pracus these two commuittees
dealt with the market and with the admmustration of
the two towns Above them was a supreme com-
muttee of thirty Some of the members of this supreme
committee were relations or acquamtances of mume
and mvited me to jom them, imagining that I should
find the new regime to my taste My feelings were
m no way surprising if you consider my age at the
time I thought the new regime would substitute the
reign. of justice for the reign of mjustice, and so I
gave 1t my closest attention to see what 1t would
do And I saw these gentlemen within a very short
time make the democracy they had destroyed seem
like a golden age! They actually ordered my aged
friend Socrates, whom I would not hestate to call
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the most upright man of his time, to take part m the
arrest of a atizen whom they wished to put out of
the way Their imtention was to associate Socrates,
whether he wished 1t or no, with the acavities of the
new regime He refused to obey and was prepared
to face death rather than be made an accessory to

their crimes

“When I saw all this and a good deal clse besides,
I was deeply disgusted and dissociated myself entirely
from this deplorable government Shortly afterwards,
the thirty were turned out and their whole regime
destroyed Once agan I was really, though less
urgently, filled with a desire to take an active part m
poliics Athens was still very unsettled and revolting
madents were not uncommon It was not surprising
that those revolutionary times resulted m personal
reprisals of a wviolent chaiacter but on the whole
the restored democracy exercised considerable modera-
tion And yet, as ill-luck would have 1t, certam
wfluential persons brought an action agamst Socrates
The charge was an outrageous one, of which Socrates
was completely mnocent They accused him of 1m-~
prety, and on this count the jury condemned to death
the man who previously, when some of them had
the musfortune to be m exile themselves, had refused
to take part i the arrest of one of their own friends

“When I considered all ths, the type of men who
were admmustering affawrs, and the condition of the
Law and of public morahty—the more I considered
1t and the older I grew, the more difficult appeared
to me the task of decent government It was impos-
sible to take action without frends or pohtical
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associates, and these 1t was not easy to find among
the politicians, smce their methods of government
were false to the true principles and traditional msts-
tutions of our country To find new men for the job,
however, was an impossibiity Moreover, statutes
and usage alike were degenerating mn Athens with
surprising rapidity, and so, although at first I was
filled with an ardent desire to enter politics, when I
considered all this and saw how chaotic the political
situation. was, I fclt completely bafflicd I continued
to consider how on carth somc 1mprovement could
be brought about, not only m the admimstration,
but also m socicty as a whole, and I was constantly
on the look-out for an opportunity to mtervenc
But finally I came to the conclusion that cvery aty
without exception 13 badly governed, and that the
state of leguslation 1s everywhere so deplorable that no
government 1s possible without drastic reconstruction
combmed with some very good luck And so I was
forced to extol true philosophy and to declare that
through 1t alone can real justice both for the State and
for the indivadual be discovered and enforced Man-
hind (I said) will find no cessation from evil until
ather the real philosophers gam political control or
else the pohticians become by some muracle real
philosophers 2

It 15 clear from this quotation that the shortcomngs
of the anti-democratic revolution were the first great
disappomtment of Plato’s hfe they shook him out of
Ius complacency and made him reconsider hus whole
posiion Up till now he had assumed that everything

1 Sce Plato, Letter va
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could be put nght if only the gentlemen gamed
control Now he realized that “the gentlemen” could
behave worse than the demagogues of the proletariat
But this did not alter hus profound contempt for the
working population Plato remamed an arstocrat,
convinced that the peasant, the craftsman, and the
shopkeeper were mcapable of political responsibility
Government was the perquusite of the gentry, who
did not need to earn a living and could therefore
devote therr lives to the responsibihities of war and
politics In the eyes of the young Plato the.e must
always be a ruling aristocracy and a subject people
The latter were the producers and distributers of
material wealth, and Plato had a specal word,
“banausic,” to express his contempt for therr menial
occupations The former had the paternal care of
the state at heart Living on the labour of the subject
masses, they gave them mn retumn secumty, justice,
and defence Because they were of a nobler biecd,
culturc and education belonged to them, while to the
subjects was allotted that technical traming which
would best mcrease their efficiency as craftsmen or
farmers The political philosophy of the young Plato
was at bottom a longing to retumn to the Homenc
age of chivalry Drawn from lus reading of the Iliad,
it postulated a radical reconstruction of the social
order The working classes must be put m thewr place
the gentry must regam their old self-confidence and
sense of responstbihity

The falure of the anti-democratic revolution did
not profoundly alter Plato’s view 1t merely proved
that the reconstruction could not come thiough the
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normal political channels A discredited aristocracy
could never win power at Athens but this did not
prove that arstocracy as such was wrong Some-
how, on Plato’s view, the gentry must be tramed to
play their proper part How that was to be done he
did not know, and was content for the moment to
devote humself to mathematics and pure philosophy,
and to discussions with Socrates, his master and
friend

Then came the trial and the death of Socrates It 1s
noteworthy that Plato did not lay 1t to the charge of
the restored democracy, but admitted that the new
government acted with considerable moderation He
saw, mdeed, that it was one of those events which
no foresight or human vohtion could have pre-
vented But because 1t could happen under a moderate
democracy, 1t distutbed him profoundly For years
he had talked with Socrates and studied with hum the
new science and mathematics and theology more
than. most of his contemporaries he had understood
the Socratic sprit He had not faded to see Socrates’
deep dusgust with the anstocratic chque and hus con-
tempt for their Realpolitsk He had grasped the reason
for s refusal to escape from prison, and seen him
as he was, not an agnostic, but a conscientious ob-
jector Now that he was dead, Plato felt himself
alone, but he also felt that hus vocation was clear He
must overcome his deep revulsion from poltics and
do what Socrates had faled to do He must answer
the questions which Socrates asked, and discover those
eternal pronciples of human conduct which alone
could bring happmess to the mndividual and stability



PLATO 103

to the State He must use the Socratic dualectic not
only to discredit hypocnisy and false pretensions, but
to reveal what real justice and courage and temperance
are, and then work out a constitution and a system
of law consistent with them And lastly, he must buld
a aty-state so firmly based upon reason and truth
that Socrates, the conscientious objector, could have
given 1t his wholehearted approval and loyalty, and
Lived with a good conscience under its protection
For Socrates’ death, he believed, could only be made
good if 1t mspired hus friends and disciples to devote
themselves to this one task

Throughout his hife Plato regarded himself as the
fulfilment of Socrates Because he behieved this, he
wrote the Dialogues and made no attempt to show
where Socrates speaks m his own name and where
he 15 the mouthpiece of Plato Any such distinction
would bave seemed unreal to the man who had
grasped the meanmg of Socrates’ hife Reason and
truth are not the trappmgs of mdividual personalities
they are eternal and umversal, and 1n them indivadual
ditierences disappear So at least both Plato and
Socrates believed, and thercfore the distinction of the
real from the Platonic Socrates was for Plato absurd
Devotion to his memory would encourage Plato to a
meticulous recreation of the world m which Socrates
hved and talked, but not to a ngid separation of the
master’s philosophy from his own

In his wntten works Plato tried to give flesh and
blood to the Socratic spirit, the spint of philosophy,
The Dialogues are not dogmatic assertions of truth,
but examples of philosophy 1t work, exposing falsc-
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hood, asserting new prmciples, finding fault agam
with these new principles and ascending ever hugher
mn search of laws completely acceptable to reason
For Plato, the dialogue was the proper medium of
philosophical thought because 1t displayed i 1ts very
form the fact that truth can only be found by
co-operation, and—up to the time when he wrotc
the Republic—the Socratic dialogues were his only
wrtten work because Socrates was for him the supreme
embodiment of this method

It 1s mmpossible 1n onc short chapter to solve a
problem argued by scholais for hundreds of years
The relation of Plato to Socrates 1s a problem of this
sort, but 1t 1s doubtful whether much of the argument
has been of profit Plato was no Boswell devoted to
the immortalization of a Johnson far greater than
limsclf On the other hand his Socrates was not a
ficmon behind which his own personality was
screened If we look for analogies, we shall find one
not m the wrter of the Fourth Gospel, but m St
Paul The Fourth Gospel 1s the work of a contem-
plative and placid mind The dialogues are as fiercely
controversial and pugnaciously loyal as Paul’s epstles
Both wrters feel themselves so immersed mn the
mussion of the men whom they describe that 1t 1s
difficult to separate what was origmal from the added
touches Socrates was an mdividual whom Plato had
loved and whose memory he wished to perpetuate,
but he was also the founder of a movement far
greater than himself, which Plato beheved himself to
have developed upon true Socratic lines, but far
beyond the pomt which Socrates had reached For
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this reason the Socrates of the dialogues 1s at the
same time the historical Socrates and the timeless
spokesman of Platonic philosophy Plato saw no
inconsistency 1n this

But writing was not enough Socrates had demanded
not only the discovery of truth, but its embodiment
m human society the double demand must be ful-
filled, and Plato decided to prepare himself for the
task He could not now renounce pohtics and find
consolation m poetry or 1 pure philosophy, although
every natural nclnation urged him to do so Science
and mathematics must, 1f Socrates were night, be
harnessed 1 the cause of Greek regeneration they
must not be allowed to become a way of escape for
an intelligentsia grown weary and anxious to avoid its
avic responsibilitics Plato must have been greatly
tempted by the clams of pure speculation It was as
easy for lum as for the modern academic to pretend
that truth alone was his objective, and that 1ts appli-
cability m the real world was not and should not be
the concern of the pure scicntist or philosopher that
theory and practice were rightly divorced from one
another and that the former should be proud of its
remoteness from everyday hfe

There are many passages m the Dialogues in which
Plato expresses his distaste for practical hfel and
extols the virtues of academuc research But always
on such occasions an element of selfustification 1s
apparent The well-born recluse tries to ranonalize hus
hatred of the mob 1to a theory of human stupidity

1 See particularly the Phaedo and the Theaetetus (172)
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The academic, distrusting his political capacities,
demonstrates the triviality of politics But the apologa
15 always uneasy Plato could never devote himself to
metaphysics without fechng the prick of conscience
remmdmg him that metaphysics were an escape from
Ife In the Republic (496) he says “There 15 only
a handful left who are mspired by the true spint of
philosophy, among them perhaps a man of noble
character who was brought up m a good home and
was saved from corrupting influences by banishment,
and so has remamed true to his own nature or a
great personahity born m a small aty who despises
the petty politics of hus home town and can therefore
see beyond them

“Those who become members of this small company
and have made philosophy their own, realize the
pleasures and the blessedness which 1t brings and
appreciate fully the madness which has taken posses-
sion of the masses They all know that to all mtents
and purposes nothing sound 1s ever achieved by the
poltictans, and that no one who tries to uphold
Justice will find any support on which he can rely
He will mdeed be hke a man who has fallen mto a
den of beasts, refusing to accept the law of the jungle
but unable by himself to hold out agamst a bestial
world and so, before he can do anything for the aty
or his friends, he 1s put away, and a bfe 15 wasted
without profit to himself or anyone else

“Considering all this coolly and objectively, the
philosopher will remam quetly at his own work,
like a traveller caught m a storm who retreats behind
a wall to shelter from the driving gusts of dust wnd
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hail Seemg the rest of the world filled full with
mquity, he will be content to keep hus own life here
on earth unstained by wickedness and impious actions,
so that he may leave this world wath a fair hope of
the next, at peace with humself and God ” Thus streak
m Plato’s character 1s never wholly absent from his
wrtings It accounts for his ignorance of human
nature—the natural superior can rarely understand
the mob which he despises—and also for the un-
certamty which runs through his whole career as to
the purpose and direction of his researches and
teaching Later moralists and philosophers have shown
the same defect—an mchnation to forestall criticism
of practical failure by saymng m advance, “I'm willing
to try my hand at putung the world to nights but if
my suggestions fail, I take no responsibihity since my
real interest 1s 1 pure theory ”

It was the mfluence of Socrates which saved Plato
from renouncing practical hfe Socrates may have had
a remote and mystical religion, but his mtense mterest
n the world around him made 1t ndiculous even to
suggest that he could tike refuge m pure speculation
The fact that Socrates’ feelngs for Athens and lus
enjoyment of the hfe of the busy aty had never
wavered even m the face of death, was a constanc re-
munder to Plato that a great teacher must also be a
simple human bemg who loves and understands hus
fellow men Plato could never be that, but at least
he could apply the knowledge which he gamed to
the discovery of some cure for the museres of hus
fellow men

With these intentions, shortly after Socrates’ death,
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he left Athens and travelled for several years m the
Mediterranean, probably visiting, among other places,
North Africa, Egypt, and Sicilly He himself has re-
corded for us the impression which the first sight of
the court of Dionystus I, Tyrant of Syracuse, pro-
duced upon lum “I was by no means content with
the ‘bhssful hife” which I found there, consisting, as
1t did, of ncessant debauches No one whose life 15
spent on gorging food twice a day and sharing his
bed at night, and so on, could ever attan real wisdom
The human constitution cannot stand the stram of
that sort of life for long Nor would he ever be hkely
to learn self-control or any other virtue What 1s
more, no State, however good 1ts laws, can retan
any stability 1f 1ts catizens believe 1n mad extravagance
and exert themselves only m the activities of eating
and drinking and m the vigorous pursuit of their
amours Inevitably in such a state there 1s a constant
succession of tyranmies, oligarchics, and democracics,
and the politicians cannot cndure the mention of just
government or equality before the law ”

Ths visit to Sicily and South Italy was to prove
of great mmportance in Plato’s development In the
first place he became acquamnted with Archytas, the
geometer, who was trymng to apply Pythagorcan
punciples to the government of s matve city
Tarentum Here Plato could see realized m a wealthy
Italian town lus dream of the rule of reason, and the
sight must have encouraged lum n his own designs
In the second place, in Syracuse, he met Dion, the
son-in~law of Dionysius I, and immediately struck up
a close friendship with him A statesman of great
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practical ability, Dion was for Plato the 1deal man of
action A passionate student of philosophy, he was
willing to submut himself to the Platonic discipline
and was later to become an ardent pupid m the
Academy But, above all, he was the friend of Plato,
the two seemed to be complementary to each other,
the politician with a bent for philosophy and the
philosopher driven by hus conscience imto the practical
world After Socrates, Dion was the most important
mfluence m Plato’s hife

At the age of forty Plato returned to Athens to,
sec m 387 the conclusion of the ignommous peace
of Antalcdas by which all Asiz Minor was sur-‘
rendered to Porsta Hellenic mdependence was ebb-
mg, but the old feud between Sparta and Athens|
still contmucd and Athens had won back somcthmg\
of the glories of the empire from her rival Plato,
bhowever, had made his decision Athens offered ]nm/l
no prospects and so m a shady garden outside the !
walls he founded lus new university —~the Academy

The Academy was both 2 school and an institute
of scintific resecarch There, for the first time, the
two sides of modern umversity hfe were jomed
together Vrsited by nearly all the famous scientists of
the time, 1t soon ceased to be an Athenian mstitution
and became one of the centres of Greek learning
The students, too, were by no means exclusively
from Athens, but mcluded the sons (and daughters!)
of some of the most distinguished families i Greece
Plato renounced Atheman politics to become the
president of the first pan-Helleic umversity In a
later chapter we shall scc something of the educa-
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tional system which he proceeded to budd up at
present we are only concerned to observe the double
purpose of the Academy, on the one side as an
organtzation for pure research, and on the other as a
traming ground for young men of the leisured classes
(and mostly of noble blood) who were destined to a
political career 1n their home cties Here, at last,
Plato had found a field for practical activity which
was not confined to Athenian party-pohtics here he
could build up 2 community of young disciples and
mmbue them with the moral and mtellectual disciphne
which was necessary if they were to restore the
ancient glories of Greece In the pure air of the
Academy they could throw off party and factional
mterests and avoid the corruption of lfe in the
degenerate city-state Steeped m the spirit of philo-
sophy, they would become leaders of a new and
purer Hellenssm and carry back with them to ther
homes the revolutionary creed of the Academy

For twenty years Plato was content to gude the
policy of the new umversity, and m a series of
Socratic dialogues to indicate the lnes along which
its rescarch should be conducted But m 367, when
he was close on sixty, an event happened m Sialy
which was to provide the philosopher with a test of
the practical utility of his work Dionyswus I of
Syracuse died and was succeeded by lus som,
Dionyswus I The latter, a young man of thirty, was
not a strong character and his education, or lack of
1t, had done lttle to 1mprove his natural capacities
For this reason Dion became the power behind the
throne and suggested to the new tyrant that Plato
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should be mvited to undertake his education and to
advise lum on general policy The mvitation was
given and Plato set sal for Sialy

We need not carry the story of Plato’s hife further,?
for 1t 1s the Plato of 367 B ¢ whom we have decided
to confront with the problems of our modern world
It 15 clearly impossible to ask what Plato would think
to-day without specifymg more precisely which
Plato we mean, the young disillusioned pohitician,
the middle-aged president of the Academy, serenely
certam of the power of philosophy to rule the world,
or the old man, sceptical and cautious, who composed
the Laws It 1s the second of these whom we have
chosen, and for this reason we shall take as repre-
sentative of his thought the famous dialogue called
the Republic, which he composed some years before
his journey to Sicily The Republic was not only
the manifesto of the Academy, but also the pro-
gramme of the philosopher statesman, and if we
read 1t carefully, we can observe many indications
that 1t was composed with the possibihty of an
mvitation from Syracuse constantly i view It has,
therefore, a peculiar appropriateness to our present
task, since 1t discusses all the mam philosophical
problems, with reference to practical pohtical
questions

1L PLATO’S PROGRAMME OF POLITICAL REFORM
The Republic 1s Plato’s plan for the buldng of a
perfect state m which every citizen 15 really happy
He imagmes himself mvested with supreme power

1 For some account of Plato’s later life sce Chapter 10
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and asks how he would use 1t to save humanity from
its present museries But if you are gomng to build a
perfect society, you can only do so by reconstructing
existing mstitutions, and so Plato was forced to con-
sider the aty which he knew so well, and to ask
himself what was wrong with Athens When he had
discovered this, he could construct a aty free from
the evils of Athenian society

Plato believed that these cvils were three 1
number class-war, bad government, and bad educa-
tion Class-war was the most obvious of the three
Most Greek cities were either ohgarchies or demo-
cracies ind many alternated through a serics of
revolutions between these two forms of class dictator-
ship In the former political power was held by an
alliance of lindowners and merchants, with the
support of the farmers and peasants m the latter the
leaders of the town proletariat moulded policy with
the uneasy support of certam commercial nterests
In both the opposition was ruthlessly flecced The
cffect of the Peloponnesian war had been to mtensify
the political struggle It has been described by Thucy-
dides . a famous passage !

“The whole Greek world was convulsed by the
great war In each cty the democratic politicians
called on Athens to assist them in therr domestic
conflict, while the ohgarchs rehed on Sparta In peace
time they would have had no justification and no
desire for foreign mtervention, but in war the weapon
of alliance was ready to hand Each side could use 1t
for 1ts own benefit and for the destiuction of 1ts

1 Thueydides, 11T, 82
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opponents, and mtervention could bc employed by
anyone who was plotting a putsch Revolution brought
those horrors to the citics of Greece which will always
recur so Jong as human nature 1s unchanged, and which
vary m ther mtensity and character according to
the varnnions of the soual conditions In peace ume
and mn prosperity state and mdividual abhe arc
actuated by hugher motives, because they arc not
faced with mevitable choices But war destroys the
comfortable routme of lifc, schools us i violence
and adapts our character to the new conditions

The cause of all these evils was imperialism, whose
fundamental motives arc ambition and the acquisitive
mstmct, and from which arses the fanatiasm of class~
conflict The politicians on cach side were equipped
with high-sounding slogans the Left claumed that
they were the champrons of the constitutional nights
of the pcople, the Rught that they stood for aristo-
cracy, law, and order Both boasted that they were
devoted scrvants of the community and both made
the communuty the prizc of war The only purpose
of thewr policy was the cxternunation of their oppo-
nents, and to aclueve ths they flinched from nothing
Even worse were the reprisals wlich they per-
petrated m total disregard of morality or of the
common good The only standard which they
recognized was party caprice, and so they were pre-
pared, either by the perversion of justice or by
revolutionary action, to glut the passng passions
engendered by the struggle Religion was respected
by neither they preferred to applaud the use of fair
phrases for the achievement of odious ends Betwcen

H



114 PLATO TO-DAY

them the nmuddle class was wiped out, either because
they refused to participate or because neither side
could bear to let them survive

“Thus class-conflict produced every form of evil
m the Greek world Simphaty, which 1s an essential
element 1 true nobility of character, was nidiculed
and disappeared Society was divided mto warring
camps, suspicious of one another 'Where no contract
or obligation was binding, nothing could heal the
conflict, and since security was only to be found m
the assumption that nothmg was secure, everyone
took steps to preserve himself and no one could
afford to trust hus neighbour On the whole the
baser types survived best Aware of therr own de-
fictencies and their opponents’ abilities, they resorted
boldly to wiolence, before they were defeated n
debate and struck down by a conspiracy of minds
more versatile than theirr own, whereas the more
mtelligent, confident that they could anticipate the
others’ plans and that 1t was unnecessary to use crude
methods where subtle policy was possible, were
taken off their guard and so destroyed ”

To the modern ear, attuned to the horrors of the
Spanish revolution, Thucydides’ analysis needs no
explanations The breakdown of established law,
caused by the great wat, had m his day, as m ours,
mntensified the class-struggle, and destroyed the possi-
bility of peaceful change or constitutional govern~
ment Violence had become the only weapon m the
struggle for survival, and dictatorship the only
organization to ensure economic interests Plato

realized that, unless the class-war could be ended,
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Greek culture could not long survive But between
the Left and the Raght he, like Thucydides, found httle
to choosc Both were actuated by sclfish class mterests
both were wilhing to sacnifice the national welfare to
the immediate interests of their supporters Both used
rehgion and morality as rhetorical devices for attam-
mg therr material ends If there were any advantage,
it lay with the obgarchs, for their system was more
stable because policy was concentrated m the hands
of a fcw, 1t was lcss likely to be swayed by gusts of
popular passion On Plato’s view the class-war, if 1t
were allowed to continue, could end logically only
m the destruction of all social hfe For the qualities
necessary to survival were not decency or wisdom
or nghteousness, but brutality and low cunning

But 1if the class-war was the prime evil of Atheman
Iife, there were, m Plato’s opinion, two other con-
tributory evils of great importance The first was the
1dea that government belonged by mght to a par-
ticular social class or to the people as a whole He
believed that 1t was a whole-time job and demanded
abihities of a peculiar kind The State could only
prosper 1f political power were granted to men and
women who were capable of using 1t correctly But
the oligarchs regarded government as the perquusite
of wealth, the democrats of citizenship, and so under
both parties the government was selected for reasons
which had little to do with its capacity for rulmg
The result was that m each case the machmnery of
State became the mstrument of class-interest law
did not rule but was enslaved to a section of 1ts own
subjects It was on this score that Plato levelled hus
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most bitter attacks agamst Athenian democracy The
people clamed to govern themselves and proudly
refused to submut the control of policy to any body
of experts Instead the citizen assembly itself made all
important decistons And what was the result> The
people bemng mcompetent, power fell mto the hands
of demagogues and “ruling” became the perquisite
not of the wise statesman, but of the mob-orator
who knew how to cajole the people and to pander
to its worst tastes

“Concewve something of this kind happcning on
board ship, on one ship or on several The master 1s
bigger and stronger than all the crew, but rather deaf
and short-sighted His scamanship 1s as deficient as
his hearing The sators are quarrclling about the
navigation Each man thinks that he ought to navi-
gate, though up to that time he has never studied the
art, and cannot name his mstructor or the time of
his apprennicesmp They go further and say that
navigation cannot be taught, and are rcady to cut m
pieces him who says that 1t can They crowd round
the solitary master, entreating him and offermg him
every mnducement to entrust them with the helm
Occastonally when they fal to persuade hum and
others succeed, they kill those others and throw them
overboard, overpower the noble master by man-
dragora or dnnk or i some other way, and bind
him hand and foot Then they rule the ship and make
free with the cargo, and so drnking and feasting
make just such a voyage as might be expected of
men like them Further, they compliment anyone
who has the skill to contrive how they may per-
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suade or compcl the master to set them over the ship,
and call im a good scaman, 1 nawigator, and a
master of seamanship, any other kind of man they
despise as useless They have no notion that the true
navigator must attend to the ycar and the seasons,
to the sky and the stats and the winds, and all that
concerns his craft, if he 1s really gomg to be fit to
rule a ship They do not believe that 1t 15 possible for
anyone to acquirec by shill or practice the art of
getting control of the helm, whether there 1s opposi-
tion or not, and at the syme time to master the art
of stcennng If ships were managed 1 that way, do
you not think that the true navigator would certainly
be called a star gazer and a uscless babbler by the
crews of ships of that description>”1

This was Plato’s picture of Athemian demociacy—
a poor old skipper bullied, decerved, and cajoled by a
gang of knaves, and he beheved that its desperate
plight was caused by 1ts refusal to admt that law and
order are only possible f government 1s m the hands
of an élite specially tramed for the task

From this follows naturally hus third criicism of
Athens Education, which should be the major
responsibility of the State, had been left to individual
caprice and to the mdividual’s capacity to pay Here
agam was a task which should be entrusted only to
the expert and to the man of proven probity The
future of any State depends on the younger generation,
and 1t 1s therefore madness to allow the munds of
children to be moulded by indivadual taste and force
of arcumstance Equally disastrous had been the

1 Republic, 188, Lindsay’s translation
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State’s laissez-fatre policy with regard to teachers and
schoolmasters and sophust-lecturers It had allowed
anyone who wished to earn Ius hving n this way,
whatever he taught As a result the man 1n the street
under the influence of wresponsible publicists, dema-
gogues, and rhetoricians, had ceased to believe that
such things as law or justice existed The equali-
tarian philosophy which held that each man’s opmion
was as good as hus neighbour’s, had destroyed respect
for authonty and had turned democracy mto licentious
anarchy Disregard of education was primarily respon-~
sible for this

Faced by these three cardinal errors of Atheman
democracy, Plato turned naturally enough—for he
was an anistocrat—to Sparta Here was a State which—
apart from occasional serf revolutions—bad mamn-
tamed 1ts social and pohtical stabihty for two hundred
years Sparta had not avoided the class-war, but she
had coped wath 1t so successfully that she had escaped
revolution Plato saw that there were three reasons
for this In the first place, Sparta’s economy was
self-sufficient she was an agricultural State with no
mmperial pretensions In the second place, government
there was mn the hands of a specially trained hereditary
ruling caste to whom the pleasures of wealth and
luxury were forbidden, and lastly, m Sparta educa-
tion was rigidly controlled by the State Sparta had
avoded all the evils of Atheman democracy, and
Plato could not but admire her lacomc austerity and
her amstocratic contempt for commerce and self-
government His 1deal State was to be framed on a
Spartan model
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But his own pohtical experience had shown him
that Sparta was not the perfect State To begin with,
the ruthless suppression of serfs and the constant
fear of revolution which accompanied 1t could not
satisfy the 1dealist who wished to make every citizen
happy Plato dreamed of a civilized Sparta m which
the serfs would be subjects, voluntarily submitting to
the rule of law, not slaves terrorized by a secret.
police But further, the Spartan ruling class had
his own lifetme demonstrated 1ts own hmitations
After 404 Sparta had succeeded to the Athemian
Empire, and Spartan citizens had been sent out to
admmistrate many of the towns once ruled by
Athens The results had been disastrous Soldiers who
had been used to barrack disciplme and whose
natural desires had been suppressed by ngid social
tabus, found themselves m positions of irresponsible
authority where they could do whatever they liked
without let or hindrance Alone on lus island, the
Spartan admunistrator suddenly discovered a new
world of pleasures, and a new delight m giving, not
receiving, commands Like the public schoolboy m
is first term at the umversity, he “let himself go,”
and within a few years the Spartan Empire was
mfamous for the cruelty and corruption of its ad-
mmstration  Once the mdividual was allowed to
make mopey and enmjoy the pleasures of self-
expression, he discarded his arstocratic sobriety and
military restramt and became a vulgar and brutal
voluptuary once the State discovered the pleasures
of impersahism, 1t accepted them without any of its
responsibilities,
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Plato had seen this happen, and had realized that
the cure for Athens was not simply a dose of Spartan
tonic Something else must be added, and he beheved
that this “something clsc” was to be found m the
Academy

For the Academy was designed to produce that
spurat of disinterested rescarch of which Socrates had
been a hving example Its students were to become
statesmen, who voluntanly submutted to the law of
reason because they saw that this law was true and
night The Spartan boy had been taught the soldier’s
unreasoning submussion to the commands of hus
superior He had been “socially conditioned” to obey
law, and for this reason, when he had to act on
his own mitiative and had no supemor officcr to
control him, he could offer no resistance to natural
desire Just as “public school morality” often breaks
down when the public schoolboy 1s 1solated from his
soctal class and can mdulge lumsclf m a whole gamut
of forbidden pleasures without fear of disapproval,
so Spartan militarism had failed to resist the tempta-
tions of imperial power The Academy, however,
provided just the umwversity trammng which 1s sup-
posed to turn a conventional public school morality
mto a reasoned and ntellectual sclf-disciplne  ats
products were not to be mere creatures of habut, but
adult men with wills of their own, who understood the
prmaples of law and decided voluntarilyto obey them

Thus while Sparta provided the foundations of the
Platonic State, the Academy was to turn 1t from a
tyranny mto a benevolent dictatorship, which would

rely not on sheer force, but on impartial government
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to retain the obedience of the subject class The pubhc
schoolboy must be put under the command of the
university graduate, lus conventional morality con-
trolled by the law of reason '

In the Republic Plato sketches the plan of a three-
class State At the top are the philosopher kings, then
come the admimstrators, and below them both are all
the cwilians, who are unfit to rule themselves 1

And so we reach the famous proposition 1 which /
Plato summanzed his whole pohtical programme
“The city-state can only be saved if the kings become

1 The words Plato used to describe lis three classes are
dthéoodor  (philosophers), éminovpor (auxilaries), and
Snuwovpyol (craftsmen), but the literal translations of the
two latter are so misleading that I have avoided them in the
text Since Plato’s lowest class includes all the population
except the ruling elite, “‘working-classes” 1s as musleading a
translation as “‘craftsmen,” and I have finally decided on the
word “civilian” to mndicate the passive unpolitical nature of the
third class Plato’s rulers are also soldiers, so that the word 15
not wholly amuss as long as 1t 15 clearly understood that ats
meaning 1s not exhausted in this contrast of soldier and
avilan but must mclude also the contrast of “politically
responsible’ and “politically subject *

The substitution of “admimstrator” for “auxthary” needs Jess
defence “Auxiliary” to the modern ear means precisely nothing
admunstrator at least gives something of the prime 1deas of “active
management” and ““public service,” and mdicates the difference
between the second class who are executive—at once the army
and the civil service of the new State—and the first who are purely
deliberative Below these two, and carefully segregated from
them, are the ctvilian masses, whose only civic duty 1s obedience
to law, and abstention from all political activaty ‘The Greek city-
state 15 to be regenerated by Spartan discipline under the direction
of the philosophic spirat. of the Academy
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philosophers or the philosophers become kings”
Plato was convinced (as Socrates had been) that the
good State 1s the rational State, and that the good
ruler 1s the man who knows precisely the plan of
lfe which will give men happmess The ruler must
understand the world he hives m, and the laws which
control it He must know the science of politics as
clearly as the craftsman knows his special skall
Ruling 1s not everybody’s job It 15 as specialized as
any other science or craft We do not imagme that
anyone can attend us when we are ill, nor do we
elect our doctors democratically We demand know-
ledge and expenence of them, and we submut our-
selves obediently to thewr commands If we did not
we should suffer i health Plato held that the same
was true of polincs The ruler must be as highly
tramed as a doctor and he must be obeycd as im-
phaitly as we obey oar doctor’s orders

But the doctor only looks after our bodily health
and he only attends us when we are 1l The ruler 1s
always with us he must direct our whole hves, plan
our exustence, and order our thoughts and emotions
as well as our bodies Because he controls our whole
lives, lus traming must be more arduous and his
knowledge far wider than that of the doctor The
ruler (in Plato’s language, the philosopher-king) must
know the whole good for man and he must have the
character and resolution to impose 1t upon us without
stint He must not be beguled by our complamts or
tempted by our bribes He must care about the plan
which he knows to be our salvation so much that he
can overlook the distress and pam which we shall
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suEer, just as the doctor must neglect our suffering if
_he is to save our life, In politics there are no anaesthetics
“or drugs to make the suffering easier for the patient
to bear. For the good of the State the ruler must
punish and banish and kill the citizen who objects to
the political operation the State must undergo.

Thus the three~class State is really a two-class State
with a subdivision in the ruling class. The civilians are
the vast majority of the population, the peasants and
artisans and tradesmen who are engaged in the pro-
duction and distribution of wealth. Their function is
to provide the material basis of social welfare, their
happiness to enjoy the just fruits of their labours
under the stable regime of law and order. Plato wastes

little tme in discussing their organization, but he
assumes that his city will be economically self- '
sufficient and will not depend on imports for the
necessities of life. Self-sufficiency - will avoid the
need for imperialism and for the navy which! had
given political power in Athens to the urban worker.
In his city there will be no town-proletariat or
Ag-business or international bankers to upset the
natural harmony of economic interest. And so he
need not worry about the civilians since the economic
“system will run itself provided that political power is
-~ forbidden to the producer and distributor of wealth,
- Class-conflict ‘arose- through the control of govern~
“ment by one vested interest: it is removed, according -

~ to Plato, by allowing no wvested interest whatsoever

to influence  the government. By dcpnvmg every |
 economic: interest of the means. of - oppremon, he
:  See page 36. . ‘
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restores the natural identity of mterest, creates the
possibility of an impartial State, and so removes the
possibility of oppression

Once he has destroyed the power of the vested
mterests, a real aristocracy or ductatorship of the best
1s possible From earhest childhood the ruling class 1s
.segregated from the civihans, and given a special
‘education They are to be gentlemen, unsullied by
trade and the menial labours of agriculture and
craftsmanship and they are to follow the gentleman’s
calling of public service m the admimustration and the
army Whereas the cvihan, with s vulgar mterests
in s craft, m money-making and m family-hfe, 1s a
natural subject, the ruler, conscious of the social
responsibility which higher ntellectual and moral
capacities bring, 15 2 natural gentleman, and m Plato’s
State only the gentleman must rule As chuldren, these
natural gentlemen are subjected to an 1ron disciplme
Their fary stores, their songs and therr dances—all
the nfluences which can mould their character—are
censored and controlled For they are to be the
defenders of the State agamst mternal discord and
foreign aggression and on their absolute mtegnty
depends the well-being of the whole commumty
Their education, therefore, 1s chiefly concerned to
ensure three things In the first place all personal
mterests must be suppressed, the desire for wealth,
family, bodily pleasures, and so on For such mterests,
if they become paramount m a ruler’s hfe, wll
corrupt his adminustration and make him another
wage-earner no better than the avihans Plato’s dlite
therefore must be given a moral tramng so strict,and
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so severe that nothing can divert them from their
sérvice to the State Secondly, they must be physically
fit, and so they are brought up to a Spartan ssmphaity
of dict and dress For they are to be soldiers as well as
admunstrators and they must be inured to mulitary
disaipline from earhest childhood Lastly, they must
be given the rudiments of mental disciplne But
therr real mtellectu1l education stafts only at “the age
of twenty Then they must concentrate for ten years
upon higher mathematics and dialectic, until at thirty
an examnation 1s held m which future philosophers
are selected

Those who fail to pass this exammation are the:
admunistrators proper, and 1t 1s their task to carry
out the commands of the philosopher-kings Unable
themselves to become philosophers, they see that only
obedience to philosophy will bring peace and security
to men Essenually men of action, ambitious for them-
selves and for the aity, they have outgrown the petty
pleasures of private Iifc and find m publc service
therr supreme happimess Though they cannot them-
sclves thmk creatively, they can apply the principles
of philosophy once they arc lad down, and ther
moral traming has been such that nothing can divert
them from this purpose

The philosophers and the admunistrators hive m
barracks apart from the avibans All military and
cavil power 1s 1n their hands, but they receive only a
scanty wage from the subject population, and they
are absolutcly forbidden to have any contact with
wealth Owning nothing, they must guard the
property of others, and they will do this fathfully
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only if therr education has taught them to care for
higher things If a man wants wealth, he 1s not dented
the fulfilment of hus desire, but he must forfeit political
power Conversely, if he wants a ife of public service,
he 15 given the opportumity, provided that he re-
nounces all interest m property For 1t 1s only, on
Plato’s view, by the complete separation of pohitical
power from ownership of property that class-war
can be abolished and the profit motive become the
servant, not the tyrant, of society

Plato beheved that m a State reconstructed upon
these lines, the happmess of every mndividual could be
secured Sacrifices are demanded from each class, but
only to ensure the satisfaction of its domnant mterest
By the surrender of political frcedom, which has only
brought lhum class-war, the avihan gamns a stable
regime 1m which rulers of absolute mtegnty will dis-
pense Justice, and well-tramed soldiers will defend
him from attack He has lost his cval libertues, too,
but he has no need of them, now that the socral
order 1s really just and 1mpartial For cnticism 15 only
necessary where rulers are corrupt and the cavilian
1s not the man to cnticize since he has neither the
knowledge nor the tranmng to do so The sacrfice of
avil liberties, thercfore, 1s the sacrifice of something
which he was mcapable of domg well and only under-
took under the pressure of necessity Apart from these
losses—which many m Europe bear to-day with
equammity even when they are not blessed with the
rule of philosophcr-kings—is gams are enormous
m the first place, justice which 1s 1mpossible under
any other regime, mn the sccond place, a certamty
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that his property will remam his own and that no
one will take it from him Plato beheved that few
men would ask for more N
The admmustrators will be happy too Smce their:
dommant mterest 15 in government, and the driving
motive of their life 15 ambition, they cannot but be
content to hold m their hands the executive power
of the State After their early trammng they will not
greatly muss the wealth which they must forgo, or
even be upset by the law which forbids them to
and have famibes,® for they are soldiers,
mured to barrack bfe and to the sacnfice of
personal pleasures for the sake of the common weal
As soldiers, too, they will be content on all decisive
questions to obey the commands of the philosopher-
JKings—they know that they themselves do not know
Lastly, the plulosophers wall be happy, although they
have the heaviest sacrifice to make For then para-
mount mnterest 1s 1 rescarch and yet they are com-
pelled to spend much time and labour applymg the
results of their rescarches to the practical affarrs of
State Plato had a natural sympathy with the few who
could appreciate the hife of “a scholar and a gentle-
man” and yet were forced to enter the political
arena, and among British statesmen would have
recognized 1n men ke A J Balfour the charactenstics
of a true philosopher-king It was men of this type
alone that he chose for supreme political responsi-
bility, hoping that a select band of Balfours would be
able to reheve each other m rotation of the practical
work for which they would all feel a justifiable distaste
1 See Chapter 7
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Such mn barest outhne was Plato’s programme for
the salvation of Greece—the restoration of the im-
partial rule of law through the dictatorship of the
philosopher-kings Only thus could the three evils of
class-war, bad government, and bad education be
cured and happmess provided for every citizen The
Academy must become not only the conscience but
the political dictator of Greek society In every aty a
Platonuc scholar must be vested with absolute power

There 15 no doubt that Plato faced the mevitability
of the usc of force for the achievement of these ends
His statusinen were to be tramed soldiers with armues
at therr dusposal, ready if necessary to mcet force
with force But he beheved that the extremes of
violence could be avoided by education, and for this
reason the Republic 1s silent on the subject both of
how the philosopher 1 to attan power and of the
details of political organizaion We can, however,!
fill m the gaps m the Republic from the history of
Plato’s and Dion’s experiences m Sicily Plato lived 1n
anstocratic circles and hus pupils were chiefly drawn
from the sons of tyrants or leading arustocratic
politicians It seemed possible, thercfore, that the
‘dictatorship of the best’ could be achieved without
violent revolution if thesc young men could gam
control 1 therr respective cittes The Academy would
then become the central advisory burcau of a network
of anistocratic dictatorshups, settlng the general Imes of
policy on which each of the scholar-statcsmen should

| proceed It would be the headquarters of an “open
conspiracy” to clean up Greck politics, the Republic
! Sce Chapter 10
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would be 1ts manifesto and Plato the commander-in-
chief

This plan was no Utopan dream Dion was a
force m Sicihan affairs, Archytas m South Italy, and
from many other ciies came requests for Plato’s
advice and gmdance It scemed possible that the new
university mught really convert the rulers m non-
democratic aities and make the kings philosophers
m@f&e& the problem of how to capture
power not because he was an unpractical dreamer, but
because, m the revolution of which he dreamed, the
capture of power would not prove difficult He did
not wish to turn out a ruling class, but to convert
1t For this rcason he paid lietle attention to the
democracies, even to Athens There he knew his
chances were small Only where an ohgarchy or a
mulitary dictator was m control had he a rcal possi-
bility of achieving his gonl, since here political power
was 1n the hands of a few mcn of his own social class

The real problems, thercfore, were firstly the con-
version of the Greck gentleman to Platonic philosophy,
and secondly the pacification of a proletanat avid for
self~government These arc the practical questions
which the Republic tries to answer, and both arc m a
sense educational Of the first we have already spoken
and we shall return to 1t m a later chapter But the
second 15 no less important The cviin must be
educated to accept his subjcction to the rule of law
But sice he 15 naturally meapable of philosophy or
of dirccting his Iife accordmng to reason and cannot
understand the raison d’étre of the State, 1t 15 useless
to cxplam the truth to lam He must therefore be

I
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fed on political and rehigious myths, “noble lies” as
Plato called them, which appeal to hus emotions and
stumulate him to obey the law

By the “noble lie” Plato meant propaganda, the
technique of controlling the behaviour of the stupid
majority and he believed that this was the only sort
of general education which the civilian should receive
He must, m fact, be content with the education which
Plato had prepared for the children of the ruling class,
since politically and morally he would always remam
a chuld Just as children are told improving stories
to prevent them from biting their nails or stealing or
telling hies, so the civilian must be fed on propaganda
to prevent hum from asserting his nght to self~
government One such story Plato himself suggested
“Yes,” I said, “you are no doubt night, but stll
Lsten to the rest of the tale ‘You m this city are all
brothers,’ so we shall tell our tale to them, ‘but God
as he was fashionmg you, put gold m those of you
who are capable of ruling, hence they are deserving
of most reverence He put siver m the auxiharies,
and won and copper m the farmers and the other
craftsmen For the most part your children are of the
same nature as yourselves, but because you are all
akin, sometimes from gold will come a silver off-
spring, or from silver a gold, and so on all round
Therefore the first and weightiest command of God
to the rulers 1s this—that more than aught else they
be good guardians of and watch zealously over the
offspring, scemg which of those metals 15 mixed m
therr souls, 1f therr own offspring have an admixture,
of copper or 1ron, they must show no pity, but giving
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it the honour proper to its nature, set it among the
artisans or the farmers; and if on the other hand in
these classes children are born with an admixture of
gold and silver, they shall do them honour and
appoint the first to be guardians, the second to be
auxiliaries. For there is an oracle that the city shall
erish when it is guarded by iron or copper’.”’?
Philosophy for the ruler, and propaganda for the
rest—this, says Plato; is the best way of avoiding
bloodshed in the establishment and maintenance of
the ‘dictatorship of the best.” The mistake of Socrates
had been his belief that the Law of Reason was suit~
able for everyone. He had condemned rhetoric and
sophistical education altogether and tried to convert
the city of Athens to_philosophy. But philosophy
and reason are poison to the masses. Misunderstood
and perverted by them, they merely intensify social
'unrest. The masses need not the truth, but a con~
venient falsehood. They, like Adam and Eve, must be
forbidden to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil—for their own sakes. The philosopher-king
therefore will not condemn propaganda altogether,
but will demand the absolute control of it by the -
Government. Literature, music, religion, science—
everything ‘which can disturb their minds must be
censored by the rulers and regulated 5o as to promote
- the loyalty .of the masses to the new regime. The -
" perfect  State will be for the civilian quite literally
" “a fool’s paradise,” controlled by a few wise men,
- who out of their .compassion for the masses provide
. * Republic, 415, Lindsay's translation. For  striking modern
 parallel compare Hitler’s speech at the Nuremberg Rally in 1934. -
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them wath superstitions and ceremonies and popular
philosophues fit for their fecble capacities

Plato’s philosophy 15 the most savage and the most
profound attack upon Liberal 1deas which hustory can
show It denies cvery axiom of “progressive” thought
and challenges all 1ts fondest 1dcals Equahty, freedom,
self-government—all are condemncd as illusions
which can be held only by 1dealists whose sympathues
arc stronger than their sense The true 1dealist, on
Plato’s view, will scc men as they are, observe their
radical mequalitics, and give to the many not self-
government but sccurity not freedom but prosperty,
not knowledge but the ‘noble he ’ The perfect State 1s
not a democracy of rational equals, but an aristocracy
m which 2 hereditary caste of cultured gentlemen care
with paternal solicitude for the toihing masses

Before the Great War, the Republic was often
treated as the “Idcal State” which Plato never mtended
to put mto practice Its whole conception seemed far-
fetched and remote to a generation which assumed
Liberal 1deas as self-evident truths of human nature
A world wluch believed that, under the flags of
science, general education, and democracy, 1t was
marching to perfection, could not swallow Plato’s
estimate of the common man, or seriously approve
lus educational programme Unaware of the class-
war, 1t could not undetstand hus hatred of democracy
and acceptance of dictatorship But because Plato was
a famous philosopher, he was rarely condemned out-
night as a reactionary resolutely opposed to every

1 Cf ‘The Grand Inqusitor’ m the Brothers Karamazov,
where the same theory 1s worked out
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prmciple of the Liberal creed Instead, he was clevated
to a higher rank, and became an idealist, remote from
practical hife, drcammg of a transcendent City of God

The war has changed all that Plato’s so-called
“idealism” 1s now seen for what it 1s—a gnmly
realistic cstimatc of the moral and mtellectual
capacities of the masses Knowmg what class-war
and revolution mean, we can undcrstand why Plato
advocated dictatorship to prevent them Having some
expertence of the effects of propaganda, we can treat
‘the noble lic’ not as an amusing phantasy but 1 an
extremely practical mstrument of government If we
ave any objection to Plato it 1s because he 15 too
‘realistic” m hus analysis of human naturc

For this rcason 1t 1s extremely pertinent to sk our-
sclves “If Plato hved agamn, what would he make
of our world, and what would we make of him:”
His curc for the discases of society 15 only too
applicable to-day, and thcre are many who begin
to feel “After all, if 1t could be done, 1t would be
worth doing Perhaps we have been bulding on
foundations of sand The ideals of freedom and
democracy are crumbling away Is it not better
beforc 1t 15 too late to replace them wath the Platonic
‘dictatorship of the best’»” It 1s to such people that
this book 1s addrussed For it tmes to show how
Plato fared mn his own world, and how he would fare
1 ours
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HAVING seen something of the world n which
Plato lived and wrote, and of the plan which he put
forward for 1ts salvation, we are now faced with the
wfimtely more difficult task of transferrmg the
Platonic plan to a modern setting and assessmg 1ts
value there At first sight 1t seems futile to ask what
Plato would have thought of the nation-state or
mdustrial democracy or the ussr The whole scale
of politics has been enlarged so vastly by our newly
won control of nature that suggestions for the 1e-
orgamzation of the city-state must appear valucless
to modern thinkers There 1s a measure of truth m
this We cannot apply conclusions drawn from the
study of one epoch to the problems of another, nor
can we rely on words which we have borrowed from
the Greek to mean what their orgmals meant m
Plato’s day 'We cannot argue that, because Plato dis-
liked democracy and advocated something approach-
mg dictatorship, he would thereforc approve of
Stahn or of Mussolmi and condemn representative
democracy as a form of government For, on the
one hand, Greek democracy bore no resemblance to
modern representative government, on the other,
Plato denounced certam forms of dictatorship as
tyranny We must therefore carry our analysis far
deeper than these verbal resemblances if we wish to
discover what position Plato would have adopted
when faced with modern problems

To do this 1s not to mdulge m 1idle speculation
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Plato was not simply a Greek who lived m the
fourth century Bc He was also (for good or
for 1ll) the mspiration of much modern political
thought and action The Republic has become a part
of Western Europcan tradition 1t has moulded our
ways of thinking, and more than once a new inter-
pretation of 1t has contributed to a great revolution
which closed one cpoch and naugurated a new onc
Just because the mfluence of Plato and Platonusm has
been so great, 1t 1s vital for us to-day to discover
who the real Plato was and who he now 1, to see
him both m the Greck and m the modem world,
and to apprase him as a man speaking to us and
demanding our approval or our refutation Whether
we call ourselves historians or philosophers or practical
men, we must treat his philosophy not mercly as an
historical document, but as a challenge to us, an
assertion of values which we must cither accept or
reject We must attempt both to recreate the ustorical
past and to cvaluate the significance of Platomism
to-day and if 1t 1s objected that this must be largely a
work of 1magination, it can be answered that no great
historian or philosopher has ever lacked that quahty

1 have deaded to begm thus remterpretation with
a study of democracy 1t 1s indeed the obvious place
to begin, since our modern democracy and 1ts philo-
sophies are rooted 1 Greek 1deas and Greek practice
The Englsh tradition of Locke, and even more, the
French tradition of Rousseau, were consciously based
\on Greek models and among practical politicians
there can be few who have not gone back to Pericles
for their mspiration
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This Greek tradition of popular government 1s
still alive to-day Men still speak with veneration of
the will of the people and stll claim that democracy
1s based upon 1ts sovereignty The democratic slogans
are stll in large part Greek slogans and it 1s Jugh
time that we considered what relevance they have to
our practicc—whether they are mere slogans or
express 1deals which we are trymg to rcalize These
are precisely the questions which Plato would ask,
and he would ask them m all seriousness, looking at
our modern nstituttons, because he would see m
them hardly a trace of the Greek orgmals which we
still claim to 1matate

Let us suppose that Plato were to meet a city
councillor, an aident democrat who conscientiously
occupied every lesure hour m the affairs of lus
borough, and was prepared to rsk hus life to make
the world safe for democracy Plato would be im-
pressed by the man’s smcerity and would ask hum
what this system was for the sake of which he was
willing to sacrifice so much The councilor would
probably reply that English democracy 1s based on
the 1dea of mdividual freedom 1t 1s 2 form of govern~
ment which gives to all freedom of conscience and a
part m the control of the affairs of State The Englsh-~
man detests bureaucracy and offictaldom He wushes
to be ruled by plain men ke himself who can mter-
pret his wishes and make Whatehall see sense And so
we have built up our representative mstitutions and
our pohtical parties as mstruments through which the
wishes of the plamn man can still be sovereign, although
the executive power 1s largely m the hands of officals
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and experts It 15 m this tradition of popular control
that we differ from the Germans, who like beng
bossed and therefore accept mulitarism, and from the
Russtans, who are really not quite avilized and so
put up with the autocracy and cruelty of the Bol-
shevik regime We m England would not stand
cither of these tyranmes because we are mndividuals
and free men who like to have a hand in running the
affans of Statc We would rather muddle through m
our common-scnse way than surrender to thcorists
and cranks who claim that they know the secret of
happmness and really want to imposc their own 1deas
on everyone clse

Plato would hsten politely to this specch, but he
would confess at the end that he did not fully undcr-
stand the references to frecdom and popular control
In what scnse, he would ask, are Englishmen free,
and how do they control the State> Hc¢ would
probably be told that through clections to Parhament
they choose representatives to control the burcaucracy
and to decide the hines of public policy and particularly
the ways m which public moneys should be spent
Thus answer would not satnsfy hum He would pomt
out that sclf-government should mean governng
yourself, taking part m a general clection can hardly
be called that, when the actual work of government
15 done by a commuttee of members of one party m
the Commons What part, he would ask, has the
people m choosing the Cabmet» It 1s sclected by the
Prime Muuster from the majority party m the House,
which often does not even represent the majority of
the voters So the Government may, i fact, be
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composed of pohtictans whose programme has been
approved by only a mmorty of the naion Plato, I
fancy, would ask why we call by the name of
democracy a system of government m which the
people as a whole has no part, but a section of them
can vote a party mto power, members of which
compose the actual Government He would suggest
that this scheme mught well be described as “alternate
party government,” but he would be puzzled at the
notion of calling 1t a government based on the will
of the people

His bewilderment would be increased when he
found that m local affairs the same system 1s used
Here, too, the people do not govern themselves
Instead, some 30 or 40 per cent vote once a
year 1 mumcipal elections There 15 a httle speech~
making, “election addresses” are circulated, and a
certam amount of canvassing 1s done On the day of
the election a few cars (mostly belongmg to one
party) can be seen, and possibly a few posters No
one seems unduly excited, and few could recognize
the candidates After this annual ceremomial the
affairs of the locality are carmed on very much as
before

Plato’s first reaction to this discovery would be to
congratulate the city counaillor on the excellence of
the propaganda which he and hus friends employ to
make the people believe that they are governing
themselves when they are m fact domg nothmg of
the sort His second would be one of horror when he
began to realize that the councillor and others like

lim themselves believe that they are members of
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a democracy He would conclude that they had
most unmerted good fortune mn having been pre-
sented by heaven with a ‘noble he’ accepted by rulers
and ruled alike which leaves power 1 the hands of
the former and sausfies the vague ambitions of the
latter, and he would, if he were well-disposed to us,
pray that we should continue happily and for ever m
our fool’s paradise

But supposing that the councillor grew irntable
and sad, “My dear sir, you laugh at our system
but tell me of any other m which the people really
rule,” Plato would reply, “That 1s not difficult I
will show you what your borough would look like
if 1t were a Greek democracy We m Greece meant
by democracy the rule of the pcople, and we meant
it bterally A Greek aty of your size wath, say,
100,000 mhabitants, was mdependent, possesscd 1ts
own army and navy, and waged war upon its neigh-
bours I myself found such a city far too large and
suggested once that 5,040 male citizens was the 1deal
number for a city-state But that 1s by the way, if
you want to mtroduce self-government you must
first of all restrict the size of your State to at most
100,000, and 1t 15 obvious that your first requirement
will be a place where all the men of the aity can meet
together to take all important deasions In Athens,
where the chimate 15 dependable, we could mect out
of doors, but here 1 Englind you will need a covered
hall which wall hold 20,000 men For your anzen
assmbly will consist of all the male citizens over
seventecn years of age, and 1t ‘will meet at least once
a month I have suggested that you need have room
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for 20,000 only because I do not imagme all the
25,000 will ever come on the same day

“This assembly will mdeed be sovereign Those
atizens who trouble to attend will vote the budget
after detaled discussion will appomt by lot com-
muttees for special busmess, ambassadors to represent
you 1 other towns, and generals to command your
army They will have the power to double the rates
one month and to halve them the next, and they can
impeach and condemn to death any unsatisfactory
offictal You will perhaps suggest that such an assembly
1s totally unmanageable I am mclmed to agree with
you, but we had poliicians m our best days who
could command its ear for years on end, and really
control city policy They were not leaders of partics
m your sense of the word, and they had no official
positions They ruled by force of peisonality and by
the loudness of their voices, depending cvery day on
their powers of persuasion to retamn control For the
people were sovereign, and these were just ordmary
aiizens whom the people for the moment trusted, so
that the decisions of policy were not theirs, but the
people’s, and they were m no sense responsible fo
the people, but only advisers of the people Naturally
they gamed a body of support on which they could
rely, and they orgamized political clubs and factions,
but they could never gamn a firm position as rulers
because at any moment they could be voted down by
the assembly I assure you 1t demanded great quahities
to be a pohtician m a uty-state

“But an assembly of 20,000 will not get through
much busmess unless 1t 1s well prepared beforchand So
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in Athens we had a preparatory council of five hundred
which worked out the mmutes of the assembly and
drafted proposed legislaion This council also had
executive powers 1 the mtervals between meetings
of the assembly, and I know you are going to inter-
rupt me and say that i that case the people were not
sovereign after all 1t was the counal of five hundred
who really held control In this you would be wrong
for we were democrats and took care to prevent this
council ever becomng a caucus, by making member-
ship of 1t depend on the chance of the lot 1t was com-
posed of atizens of thirty years of age and over
who sat on the council for one year, and their names
were pricked as you prich the names for the jury lsts
m England Anyone mught become a member and,
as no one could be a councillor more than twice,
every atizen found himself at some pomt m his hfe
a member of 1t And so we prevented 1t from ever
becomung a ruling caucus since 1t changed from year
to year and could not be packed with supporters of
any politician or party

“We belicved that a democracy must be politically
educated and we regarded membership of the council
as the proper trammng for any mtelhgent atizen The
council had also its executive commuttce, member-
ship of which went by rotation, and the chairman
of the executive changed every day, so that the
majority of citizens were prime mnsster for one
day of their lives at least My master, Socrates, once
found himsclf on the exccutive on a very nasty
occasion It was after the battle of Arginusac, mn 406,
when we had staved off final defeat by a brilhant
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naval victory The people were nervous and ex-
ctable, and when news came through that after the
victory many of our boats had sunk 1n the storm and
no efforts had been made to save the crews, a motion
was mtroduced m the assembly to impeach all six
generals and try them en bloc That, of course, was
illegal each manshould have had a separate trial and the
chairman of the executive told the pcople so But the
people wanted blood and threatened to 1mpeach hum
too if he threw out the motion The executive was
nervous, but Socrates said 1t must obey the law and
face the people He held out for a long time, but the
charrman and most of the members would not rsk
it so the executive gave way by a majonty vote, and
the generals were tried and exccuted en bloc

“I thk that will show you how much power
belonged to the council, how much to the people
The people, beheving m democracy, would tolerate
nothing which prevented the exercise of the general
will We could have no proper civil service because
1t was feared that 1t would gam undue control we
could not even have a non-poltical judiciary, for
the law-courts were also democratic, and nearly all
cases were tried by popular juries with five hundred
or one thousand members The only important
officials who were elected mstead of bemg chosen
by lot were the generals, and they could be dismussed
at 2 moment’s notice

“You will tell me this system of government
could not work I can only reply that it continued
for a very long tume and that 1t was democratic Athens
which conquered the Persians and enslaved the
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Delian League, though the democracy m those days
was not quite so extreme as that which I knew and
have described The system certanly worked and
made every citizen who wished an active participant
m the legislature and m the judiciary But I agree
that 1t did not work well, mdeed, I denounced 1t
heartily m every book I wrote, until I discovered
that most other systems were equally bad

“I do not 1magne you are ever likely to mtroduce
true democracy m England For one thmg your
people are, as far as I can judge, profoundly un-
pohtical They do not seem really imterested m the
conduct of affairs and are content if someone does
that for them They have not our feeling for collective
action and collective hfe If I were not your guest, I
should call them unpatriotic and mercenary They
only seem to get exated about poliics when their
pockets are affected, and they do not really beheve
m themselves or their civic responsibilities Of course,
I see that no one who believes m democracy could
take part m your national politics because the nation
15 far too big a umt to have any collective wall, and
the problems of national politics are too remote and
dufficult for the ordinary man But if they were demo-~
cratic, they would be far more active m local affaurs,
and they would never allow you aty councllors to
dictate to them 1n the way you do I gather that local
politics m England 15 chucfly concerned with keepmg
down the rates,” but surely that 15 a very bad policy
fora democracy If yourworkmen were proud of your
aty and if they had any sense, they would see that
public spending 15 fine, and that the poorer people
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can get far more benefit by 1t than by keepmng down
the rates Instead of cach trymng to make his own
house look well, thcy would build great publc
baths and librarics and gymnasia and gardens which
everyone could enjoy and they would sec to 1t
that a rich man who did not make large voluntary
contributions as well as paymng taxcs was thoroughly
unpopular  The fact of the wattcr 1s that you all, rich
and poor, m England behave as though you were
rich Our rich men, of course, were anti-democratic
and tried to keep the taxes down they disliked col-
lective bfe and saw that genumne culture and educa-
tion 1s only possible for gentlemen of breeding and
cducation But your poor people scem to bclieve
this as much as the rich, and to be content that they
should work, whilc a leisured class enjoys the fruts
of therr labours, provided they arc given cnough to
cat and to drink and to gamble I regard tlus natural
submusstveness of the English poor as the fundamental
rcason for the stability of your form of government
seccond only to that I should put the fact that, by a
frec use of the wealth which your empire and your
muneral resources have provided, you have been able
to tame the natural leaders of democracy and to give
them brbes cnough to take the sting out of their
speeches and the revolutionary spinit out of thewr
grumbles and their discontent

“Your country 15, m fact, a lucky blend of ans-
tocracy and oligarchy whose social structure 1s
rendered stable by the ‘noble he’ of sclf-government
and mdividual freedom By retaming the loyal services
of a gentry schooled to political responsibihity, you
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have avoided the open class-war which plutocracy
mevitably brings By allowing your industrialists
and merchants to grow fabulously nch, you have
made them contented and patriotic citizens, and have
then skilfully removed their sons from therr mer-
cenary nfluence and tramed them m boarding schools
and umversities 1 the 1deals of your anstocracy
Thus therr highest wish 1s not to be rich only, but
to gam a title as well, and their desire for aristocratic
status softens the acquisitive mstinct and moulds 1t
mto the service of the community

“I myself have httle respect for this British 1deal of
titled wealth, but I must confess that, once the end
1s admitted, the means you have taken to achicve 1t
are wholly correct, and smce you and your country-
men have no feelng for philosophy or metaphysics,
I shall assume 1 talking to you that your ideals are
sound Of course they are not, but they are less
victous than those of most nations which I have
visited

“Admutting then for the moment the correctness
of the end, I regard your form of government as
very skilfully adapted to achieve 1t Your social
system has remamned rooted 1 status, not m equality,
and you have therefore achieved m England some-
thing not unlike the class-divisions which I tred to
work out m my Republic Each ‘avilian’ tries to retam
his position as craftsman or doctor or lawyer or
shopkeeper he 1s content wath that because he regards
the established order as ordamed by God, and there-
fore hrmits lus ambitions to securing hus place within

1 Sce page 121 l
X
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that order. The few who are naturally ambitious
may wish. to climb a step higher on the social ladder,
but they do not wish to knock the ladder down,
and for this reason the ambitious are, more than all
- others, upholders of the inequality which is the
essence of that order. They believe in my idea of
- justice ‘that each man should do his own proper
~ business, and that only the best should rule.”
" “I am especially interested to see how this notion of
status has captured the workmen among whom I
should have expected the ideas of democracy to thrive.
Instead of uniting to overthrow the rich, they have
set up combinations and unions to defend their
status, and these unions compete with one another as
much as they struggle against the employers. Craft
. is matched against craft, skilled against unskilled, and
finally the employed feel themselves bound together
against those social outcasts, the unemployed. For the -
. -upemployed have lost status and are therefore the.

" care of no union or combination of workmen at all.

- Then, again, I notice among the workmen that -
. division of ruler and subject which I was at such .
pains to. impose on the city-state.: There, too, you
* find a hierarchy with officials and politicians at the -
- top, and below, the subject masses, who even in-
. .union and party matters do not wish to rule them-
~selves but are content to leave that task to. others -
~ whomi they trust and who, because of their h1gh rank,
o are well: content to leave the world as it 1s, mstcad ‘
oft turning it upside down. : '
. “In assessing the goodness and badness of any
socml system or scatc, you wﬂl agree that the dctalls :
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of pohtical orgamzation are relatively umimportant
and are always secondary to social habits and
tradibon Your tradiion 1s, if I understand 1t, an
anstocratic tradinon which has mamtamed 1tself
through unprecedented economuc changes Your
aristocrats have conformed themselves to the domi-
nance of large-scale manufacture more skilfully than
ours faced the growth of trade and commerce
Wiathout serious disturbance they have habituated the
new mdustrial leaders to their old traditions, so that
the whole population retamns its old loyalties and
status m a new setting They prefer good government
to self-government, and they have only demanded
the extension of privilege where 1t could be granted
without any danger Whenever a section has pressed
1ts claims too far, the people has rallied to the Govern-
ment, assuming that justice 1s always on the side of
law and order, and that any claim of justice 1s un-
reasonable if it mvolves any risk for those who are
pretty well content with their lot
“I have been told of the General Strike which
occurred m 1926, and I have been deeply impressed
by the movement of public opinion on that occasion
To begm with 1t was favourable to the muners, but
immediately the situation threatened to upset the
wages and salaries of the ‘civilians,” not only the
public, who were unaffected by the immediate
1ssue, but the workmen’s leaders and many of the
workmen themselves becamne hesitant m their pres-
sure and the strike collapsed, with the result that the
mmers were worse off than before Agam, I am told
. that the Englsh people has the cause of the unem-
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ployed at heart, but m 1931 1t voted mto pow
(and I beheve many of the unemployed were
agreement) a Government resolved to reduce t
payments made to them These two examples demo
strate to my mund a social tradinon of unheard
strength, which 1s able to sufle the cries of the suffe
g and outcast by the mere suggestion that if the
are listened to and if theirr woes are remedied, t]
status of the other ‘civihans’ wall be mn serious dang
of attack

“It 1s therefore clear that you have the goc
fortune to be possessed of a temper which shrin]
before all thought of poverty, and therefore cor
demns all changes which may endanger the nation
mcome, and which prefers the preservation of stat
to the amehioration of suffering or the claims «
Justce And I fancy that the political system whic
you call representative government 1s the expressio
of this temper First of all, m the monarchy and 1
the House of Lords, you have prescrved mstitution
whose only purpose 1s to delay changes and prever
hurried legislanon Secondly, in your House ¢
Commons, with 1ts first, second, and third reading
and all its other ceremonial of discussion and debat
you have evolved a legislature which must hsten t
every mmornty and vested mterest and make conces
stons to them By this means all violent legislation ;
robbed of 1ts sung and rendered relatively impotent
For an imjured mmonty 1s always more voaferou
and persuasive than the great mass of the peopl
who will be benefited by reform Thus in the mteres
of the landowner and the speculator your legislatur
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has resolutely refused to protect the countryside from
chaotic and ugly building, or your new roads from
bemg rendered useless by the ercction of houses along
therr whole length I behieve that your legislature,
sice 1ts 1deal 1s not justice or beauty but titled wealth,
has been wise m 1ts decision to sacnfice beauty and
the health of the people on thisissue For once property
1s challenged, a spinit 15 aroused m the masses most
difficult to control I could quote you many other
examples of the same wisdom You have allowed your
transport and your coal muing, for mstance, to
become mvolved in unfortunate difficulties, but
wisely refused to give way to a democratic demand
that the people should own them, because you well
realize that a docile people and chaotic industry are
preferable to that ugly greed and sclf-assertiveness
which always grow up when the people begm to
speak with onc mind agamst its natural rulcrs, and to
show a preference for justice agamst the clams of
salary and status You are, m fact, convinced that the
mamtenance of an ancestral social tradition 1s worth.
the suffering of many, and that that suffering would
be mncreased were their claims to be heard

“It 15 an especial virtue, however, of your political
orgamization that the criticisms and wishes of the
people are not entirely disregarded but caught up
and satisfied m the ‘noble Lic” of representative msti-
tutions By your system of changing governments
you do—it 15 true—concede some shght mfluence to
the popular will In so domng you run the very greatest
of perils But how ngeniously you canahze 1t into the
mere choice between two or three political partics,
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5o that the people shall not choose their representatives
but only choose between the candidates dictated to
them by those who control the party machines how
skilfully you prevent any but these traditional parties
from growmng up and any but a tmy mmomnty of
wealthy persons or lawyers or trade-unmion officials
from standing for Parliament! Thus the people are
never represented by men or women hke themselves
but by professional politicians well versed 1n the rules
of the game, and prepared to defend 1t aganst all
change And if by any chance some simple man or
crazy 1deahst 1s elected, how soon he 1s charmed and
beguled by the ceremonial and, far off from the
museries he 1s resolved to cure, how rapidly he ceases
to be the spokesman of the people, and becomes a
Member of Parhament proud of lus status and stalwart
for 1ts tradiion

“And so you have taught the people to talk m an
educated tone through their representatives, and
persuaded them to prefer the parllamentary tradition
to true democracy You have taken that great monster
the popular will and divided 1t mto a myrad parts,
each speaking for itself, and each mterested only mn
its own salvation, and you have given them spokes~
men who will attune their demands to the mam-
tenance of the established order

“You should indeed be well satisfied And yet I
am told that there are among you malcontents and
agitators who look with longing at our Athemsan
system and wish to increase the influence of the
people on your affairs Be well advised and suppress
such people at once Their hearts arc better than their
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heads, and good mtentions m pohtics are more
dangerous than cool villamy Consider the httle that
the people do now Do they do 1t well> Can they
correct the expert’s opinton on scales of rehef for the
unemployed or peace terms for the Abyssmuans:
They cannot, because they do not know the facts
and have not been tramed to give judgment upon
them For this reason, when dealng with questions
remote from thewr daily hfe, they will take decisions
flowmng out of sentument mstead of based firmly on
cool thought, and will surrender, 1 a watery feelng
of unselfishness, interests and power which they can
il afford to lose The truth 15 that the people need
good government, but that cannot mean popular
government m either sense of the word ‘popular’
For popular government must mean weak govern-
ment and short-sighted government weak because
1t does not r1sk the anger of the people even for 1ts
own good, short-sighted, because the people cannot
see beyond the ends of their noses

“But there 15 a second danger m popular control
which 1s even more serious If you look at politics
you will find that most people’s mterest 15 m their
own pockets The rich want the Government to pro-
tect the wealth they have amassed, the poor want
the Government, by taxation and social services, to
redsstribute the wealth of the rich 'What will happen
then if you allow the democratic control of the
machine of government: Obviously the rich will
want to use 1t to favour their busmess, and to protect
therr property they will only use the socal services
as a sop to keep the masses quiet But the poor wall
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want to use 1t for squeezing all they can out of the
rich and distributing the benefits among themselves
And so popular control of government must degene-
rate mnto anarchy polite party politics wall disappear
class-war will take 1ts place The freedom which the
democrat claims will be a freedom of the two nations,
the rich and the poor, to fight 1t out between them-
selves who shall have the larger shice of the cake
And what will happen to the pohtician® He will not
be able to rule for the good of the nation, because 1f
he tries to do that he will never get to power Only
a man willing to defend the mterests of either the nich
or the poor will be a success Anyone who 1s fair-
minded and really wants justice will be shoved aside
by the two great factions and so your politician will
merely become a skilled orator, whose job 1t 15 to
put hus client’s case without any regard for justice or
principles

“But everyone will talk about justice and night and
honour and mtegnty and so on The words and
phrases will go on bemng used by both sides in order
to win the support of the masses For both sides need
propaganda, and the best propaganda for a bad
cause 15 high-sounding moral prmciples But m spite
of the specches of the politicians, a really democratic
nation, m whuch there are great mequalities of wealth,
must be a nation divided aganst itself an uneasy
equilibrium of contendmg forces which may at any
moment turn mto the dictatorship of the rich or the
dictatorship of the poor Only so long as there 1
money enough to satisfy the demands of the poor
can it survive 'When wealth runs short one or other
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of the two gangs will seize control, for real democracy
means anarchy and class-war You should thank the
Providence which has protected you from 1t and
made you content to dilute authority with freedom
The seeds of conflict between rich and poor are there
to-day They will grow monstrously if you water
them wath real popular control

“That you should do anything of the sort, my
dear sir, 15 m the highest degree improbable, and I
recognize that warnings of this kind are totally un-
necessary m England For the safest defence agamst
real democracy is the ‘noble he’ of Representative
Government such as you possess With us democracy
was a revolutionary and subversive force with you
1t 15 the greatest single mfluence on the side of law
and order By adopting 1t your nich men have pre-
served their riches, your gentry their professions, and
your working classes have persuaded themselves that
they too are rich You are the most complacent and
therefore the most conservative country m the world
Unless by some mischance you lose your empire, or
by some divine mtervention become philosophical,
nothing can shake your self~content

I have 1magmed Plato discussing England with a
moderately mtelligent supporter of the status quo
who believed that he was a democrat The reader may
feel that he has not grappled with the problem
seriously, and I believe that i fact he would refuse
to do so unless his opponent were willng to dip
below the surface, to forget legal fictions and con-
stitutional forms and discover the real basis of our
social system This the ordmary democrat refuses to
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do he talks cheerfully of the sovereignty of the
people, the power of public opinion, individual free-
dom, and avi lberty, and he preaches that these
are the real values of our Englsh system which we
must be prepared to defend agamst all comers Plato
would attempt to show him that these are only
tnmmungs the real basis of our socal tradition 1s
totally different What we need to~day 1s not more
popular control or more education, but a clear
understanding by the ruling classes of their responsi-
biliies and of the dangers which face the country,
and to this end he would probably propose that we
should consider the problem of education next
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praTo I am told that you Enghshmen, reahzing
that the proper upbringng of children 1s the most
important factor mn affairs of State, and that a bappy
community can never be achieved unless the educa-
tion be good, have decided to grapple seriously with
the problem and base your education m future upon
sound principles

EDUCATIONALIST Yes, we have And we bave made
some very real advances during the last fifty years
You probably do not realize that m 1870 we had no
State system of education at all Parents were not
compelled to send their children to school, there
were no Public Schools for girls, and very few good
ones for boys A Nonconformust was practically
debarred from lgher education at school or um-
versity, however rich he was, and for the poor 1t
was wellmgh impossible, even m cases of real ability,
to obtam any sound education at all But that has all
been changed We have compulsory education for all
up to the age of fourteen (it would be fifteen
but for the cowardice of the Government) we have
secondary education in day-schools up to eighteen
for at least a good percentage of those who deserve
it, and we have a2 number of universities which, with
the aid of State moneys, carry on hugher education
up to the age of twenty-two or twenty-three

pLaTO You have certamly not been mactive, and I
congratulatc you on refusing to entrust to the fanuly
or other 1rresponsible private persons the education
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of the coming generation But I am not quite clear
about one or two pomts To begmn with, why have
you concentrated your energies on providing education
for all and sundry>

EDUCATIONALST One of the reasons 1s undoubtedly
our behef n justice 'We are democrats and we think
that education should not be the perqusite of one
class but should be open to all Itisno use giving a man
a vote unless he can use 1t, and unmiversal education
15 the only way of making umversal suffrage a reahity
and not 2 sham You can have representative govern-
ment and parhament and all the mstitutions of
democracy, even the voting at elections, but they will
all be mere shams unless you have umversal educa-
tion too Institutions cannot make a country demo-
cratic unless the people have the knowledge and
capacity to use them That knowledge and that
capacity do not drop out of heaven It costs money
and energy to create them, and we are trying to do
that 1n England through our school system We do
not want only to polish and scrape our children mto
neat lhittle cogs which fit preciscly mto the State
machme and spend their lives mechamically revolving
with perfect precision, to be pensioned off when they
are worn out In fact, we do not want our chidren
only to be good technicians, we want them to be
atizens of a democracy as well, competent to play
their part m their trade unton or the commuttee of
therr football club, or their ity counal or even m
Parhament ‘We want to teach them to rule themselves
and to help to rule the country And so we do not
only tcach “the subjccts which pay” i our schools,
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and we do not only train the children for jobs We
teach them hustory and geography and economucs,
and we try to make them able to give a sensible
judgment about pohtics

pLaTO All that you say agrees with something I
read m a speech of one of your statesmen, that uni-
versal education 1s an experiment n self~government

I was mterested m that remark because I myself
have some experience of a State where all the citizens
took a hand i government I did not consider the
experiment a success, and I should hke to know
what the results of your venture here may be Do the
people now demand a revolution m England and
wish to take control of affaws>

EDUCATIONALIST Yes, I think they do You can see
the results particularly m foreign policy Before the
war that was something m which the masses took no
mterest Now, through the efforts of the school
teachers and the League of Nations Umon, publc
mterest m foreign affairs has been aroused At
question ime m the House, the Foreign Mmster 1
bombarded with questions, deputations are constantly
sent to hum and to the Prume Munuster, and m every
home in England the ssues of peace and war are
strenuously discussed

pLATO And has this improved the foreign policy of
your country >

EDUCATIONALST It has certamnly made 1t impossible
for any Government to carry on the secret diplomacy
and power politics of the bad old days The Peace
Ballot was an event of real international importance,
and one of 1ts durect results was the repudiation of
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the Hoare-Laval proposals The Foreign Minster was
compelled to resign on that occasion by the sheer
force of public opmion

praTo But he has returned to the Mmustry, has he
not> And the Abyssintans have been conquered: I
did not doubt that universal education had mfluenced
foreign policy My question was whether you
believed that 1t had influenced 1t for the good
EDUCATIONALIST It has given the Government a new
sense of 1its responstbility to the electorate It can
no longer do just what 1t wants

PLATO But suppose it wants to do something sensible
which the public refuses to accept?

EDUCATIONALIST We believe that 1t 15 better that
the people should do something foolish, if they have
really made up therr minds, than that they should
be forced to do what 15 right agamst their wall

praTo Then you believe that freedom 1s better than
virtue >

EDUCATIONALIST No, I don’t I beheve wirtue s
impossible without freedom You cannot compel a
child to be good—far less a2 grown man or woman
PLATO Perhaps you are nght But then why do you
have any government at all: If you wish your
countrymen to learn by the bitter experience of their
own mistakes and to do what they hke provided
they do 1t with a wall, 1sn’t 1t better to abolish the
State altogether?

EDUCATIONALIST You are just twising my remarks
so that they sound like nonsense Of course you
must stop people acting m ways which disturb the
freedom of others that 1s the purpose of the State
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But, as far as possible, you must leave them free to
make all important decisions for themselves Our
purpose as educationalists to-day 1s to tram up an
electorate capable of understanding the 1sues on
which they are called to vote, not experts on econo~
mucs and politics, but men and women 1mbued with
sound pohtical judgment

pLATO But you admit that you haven’t done that
yet And stll, before your educational reforms are
finished, you wish to entrust a half-educated electorate
with mtricate political decisions Surely that 1s putting
the cart before the horse First you should have a
system of universal education which produces citizens
of the type you describe, and then perhaps you could
safely entrust them wath the control of pohcy But
surely, when you have achieved a perfectly educated
electorate you will not need a government at all
EDUCATIONALIST You are back agamn on the same
pomt Of course, the world 15 not 1deal and never
will be You have to take 1t as you find 1t, and we
believe that by entrusung ordmary people with the
control of their destimies you are gving them that
freedom without whach all talk of virtue and morahty
1s absurd

PLATO But you sad just now that the purpose of
the State was to prevent men encroaching on the
nights of others, to compel them aganst thar wall to
do their own jobs and leave their neighbours alone
If that 1s so, then surely the State must, m its foreign
policy too, prevent its citizens encroaching on the
nghts of others And yet you wish your atzens to
mstruct the Government m its conduct of nter-



160 PLATO TO-DAY

national affairs Wall this not mean that the foreign
policy of England in the future will be actuated by
the self-mterest and greed of Enghshmen anxious to
mamtam and extend therr empire, and to mcrease
therr well-bemng at the cost of others>
EDUCATIONALIST We expect the exact opposite It
1s not the people who want wars and empires, but
the armament manufacturers and the capitalists The
people want peace and international justice

pLaTo  Well, that 1s a very splendid thmg But do
they know how to reahize their 1deals? I can tell you
from personal experience that diplomacy 15 a very
fine art and that military and naval science cannot
be learnt mn a day Are the people experienced mn the
technique of polincs and versed m the history of
mternational relations? or are they just full of noble
sentments which, coming imto contact with reality,
explode like a bubble on a rock>

EDUCATIONALIST We try to teach them all that, but
we believe that what our world really needs 1s a
httle less cunning and a good deal more simple
straight-forward morahty

PLATO [agree sound moral sentiments are all that 1s
necessary for a ‘civihan’ or even for an ‘admistra-
tor "1 But they are not sufficient for a ruler, and your
people are to become rulers mn your experiment in
self-government For that they will need a great
deal more Statesmanship 1s a hughly skilled profes-
sion and you must distinguish the sort of education
which a statesman needs from that of a ‘ctvihan® He
must know both the principles of lus policy, and the

1 Sec page 121



PLATO LOOKS AT BRITISH EDUCATION 16I

world m which the policy 1s to be realized In this
particular he 1s like any other craftsman A man may
have a great appreciation of pictures and be full of
admurable aesthetic emotions but that would not be
enough to quahfy him as a pamter To be a pamnter
he needs a knowledge of the principles of panting
and of the matenals, the mixing of colours, the
canvas, the brushes, and so on—and a bit of mspira-
tion besides The same 1s true of ruling The ruler
must not only have the nght moral feelings such as
a behef m justice and peace, he must also know the
prmaples of s craft and understand the everyday
world of politics m which he 15 to practise it But
with regard to foreign affairs, 1t 158 by no means easy
to attam the necessary experience or knowledge of the
facts, simply because 1t 1s the essence of diplomacy
that if negotiations are to be successful they must
be secret untl they are completed So I do not
understand how all citizens are to become
qualificd to crticize and alter the policy of your
Government
EpucATIONALIST 'They cannot, of course, control the
details of day to day policy but they should deade
the mam lmes whuch the policy should follow
pLato I disagree For the mam lines are all important
and 1t needs a philosopher to solve the problems of
peace and war, of imperialism and defence But let
us Jeave foreign policy and return to your educational
reforms You stated that your ideal was umversal
educanion for all, and I imaginc you will soon
mention “an equal chance for all ” Why exactly do
you wish to achieve this end?

L
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EDUCATIONALIST It 1s only common justice that
every child should have an equal chance

praTO A chance of what?

EDUCATIONALIST A chance of reahzing its inmate
capacities to the full and of attammg a umversity
education

reaTo Clearly that 13 so You wish nightly to allot
to each chuld the vocation m life which suts 1t best
and to hmt entrance to the umversity only to those
who can profit by 1t

EDUCATIONALIST Yes, that 1s our aim, and with this
m view, we have bult up an educational pyramud,
with elementary schools as the base, secondary
schools m the muddle, and the university as the apex
prAT0 And would you regard anyone as fully edu-
cated who had not taken a university degree>
EDUCATIONALIST No, I should not

PLATO Then why m heaven’s name do you allow
him to vote and to control the destines of the State
when you yourself admut that he is mcapable of
domg so: For if the vast majority of chuldren are
not worthy to pass beyond the school, and only a
tiny mumority are fit to profit by study m the uns-
versity, then, surely, we have almost completed our
demonstration that the people should be reheved of a
responstbility they cannot bear, and that political
power should be entrusted only to the man or
woman who has passed with distinction the examma-
tions which the umversities impose

EDUCATIONALST ‘That 15 all very well m theory,
but we do not beheve m England that acadermc
education 1s the only qualification for political
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responstbilities Indeed, we find that most of our
untversity professors show small political sense com-~
pared to those who have been schooled 1n the
umversity of ife
PLATO But if you really believe that, why have you
mtroduced umiversity education at all> Why not leave
it to providence or hfe (call it what you like) to
produce your rulers® It served you well in the past,
and 1t may (for all that you or I know) continue to
serve you m the future If you do not beheve that
education has the power to tram a man and to fit him
better for his job, whether 1t be banking or car-
pentering, or ruling the State, then I would advise
you to give up your brave experiment altogether and
to trust to your Enghsh god called “muddle through ”
EDUCATIONALIST It 15 quite impossible to discuss
cducation with a man who sacrifices everything to
logical consistency Our system i England cannot be
logical because 1t has developed out of an historcal
past It 1s full of mconsistencies and ambiguties pre-
ascly because 1t 15 not 1mposed by educational tyrants
but fitted mto a complex historical tradiion
PLATO That may well be—and yet m formmg your
educational policy and m deciding the direction m
which your social tradition should move, you must
have principles of action, and it 1s these which I am
trymg to elucidate m the course of our conversation
Consistency and logic are not, after all, positive defects
even m an Englishman!

I believe that your mability to answer my sumple
questions mdicates a real uncertamty m your mind
about the aims you have in view You have not yet
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made up your mind what education 15 for and yet
you are busy openmng new schools and agitating for
the raising of the school-leaving age Let mc put the
matter to you quute clearly There 15 such a thing
as technical education, 1s there not> And we mean
by 1t the tramng of a person for a special vocation
or job>

EDUCATIONALIST Yes

praTo Now 1t 1s possible to beheve that all education
should be technical, since every man has a job to
which he 15 by nature fitted, and to which he can
be tramed The farmer can be taught farming, the
builder bulding, and so on And since you yourself
have admutted that there 1s such a job as ruling, then
must there not be a special sort of education which
will enable 2 man to practise the art of government
really well> Is that so?

EDUCATIONALIST Perhaps

pLaTo I shall assume that “perhaps” m this case
mphes the reluctant agreement of rcason hampered
by prejudice Smce you agree therefore that there 1s
or there could be a special traming for rulers, let us
now consider if your present umversity education 1s
a tramng of this sort What do you think >
EDUCATIONALIST 'Well, as 1t 1s largely based on the
1deas you put forward m the Republic, I presume
that you expect the answer “yes ”

pATO I was certamly pleased to discover that m
your umiversities research 1s combmed with general
education, and to observe that abstract theory 1s
regarded as essential to sound education But I am
not so well pleased by your suggestion that m
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England umversity graduates are considered unsuit-
able for statesmanship I expect the reason 1s that
most of the young men who attend your umversities
are concerned, not to prepare themselves for politics,
but to gan a special craft-tramning, which will enable
them to earn ther living m industry or commerce
or the civil service If this 1s the case, then your uni~
versities no longer preserve the ideals of my Academy,
but are becomng technical gh schools for the pro-
duction of skilled craftsmen who must remam for
ever remote from politics, technicians with their
mterest m the mull or the office and not m the
supreme affairs of State

EDUCATIONALIST Perhaps they are We certamly do
not regard our universities as mere schools for poli-
ticians, or exclude from them men and women with
spectal aptitudes for research, or even thosc who
merely wish for a general educanon We want to give
each a chance to develop m his own way, not to
dragoon them all mto pohtics

PLATO [ presume from what you say that you are
satisfied with your present politicians otherwise you
could not afford to let each child follow its own
bent so that often the very best of them, for the
sake of personal mterests, deny all the responsibihities
which superior mtelhgence imposes upon them, and
employ themselves on activities which contmibute
nothing or very httle to the common good
EDUCATIONALST I think you have an inflated 1dca of
the importance of the poliician A country 15 not
really run by poliicians but by the cvil servants,
and those m responsible positions m mndustry and
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commerce They are the really important people
the politicians are mostly tub-thumpers and don’t
get very much done

prAT0 But now I am really confused You do not
by any chance elect your cvil servants or your
techmcians or ndustrial admunstrators, do you>
EDUCATIONALIST No, of course not

rrATo  And yet you tell me that m your democracy
they are the really important people and the pohticians
are merely talkers But if this 1s so, how can your
people clam to have political freedom and to con-
trol therr rulers> Really I don’t understand you at
all You would seem to suggest that your democratic
mstituttons are only a sham, a galy panted hoard-
mg, behind which you keep hidden the Govern-
ment and the machmery of State I believe you are
night n this, and that your educational system 1s not
mtended to promote general education such as will
equip all to be rulers, but to produce men and women
each skilled 1 his or her job and each filled with a
noble sentiment of public service But 1f this 15 so,
please admut 1t openly and contradict all those former
statements you made about umiversal education bemng
an experiment m self-government For 1t 1s clear that
if you beheve that education should tramn children
to their proper vocations, then you must admt that
as those vocations vary, so the education will vary too
EDUCATIONALIST Yes, we believe that

rrATo And you will be compelled to make a dis-
tinction between the education sutable for those m
highly responsible positions and for those who are
merely engaged 1 some mechanical or craft labour,
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admutting that to the former belong higher educa-
tion, while the latter need only a technical proficiency
m their trades

EDUCATIONALIST I am not so sure We beheve that
everyone should be given something more than a
merely vocational trammg For they all are human
bemgs with latent possibihties of culture and reason-
mg and so all must be given a general education as
well

rrato  But do you give the same general education
to the less gifted and to the more gifted ahke>
EDUCATIONALIST No, that 1s impossible For one thing
the majority stop gomg to school at the age of
fourteen, and for another, they would not all appre-
cate a umversity syllabus

prato  How profoundly I agree! The lower orders,
those whom I called “civilians” m my State, do not
for the most part appreciate philosophy, and the few
who do are taken 1 by the first impostor whom they
meet, a pseudo-philosopher or a popular scientist
with a clever turn of phrase and a cheap theology
Popular taste 15 always vulgar and can m no way
discrimmate between a cheap imitaion and the
truth That 1s why I suggested that the masses
should be forbidden access to true knowledge and
be fed on myths and fary stories and rehigious
ceremonuals—*noble hes” I called them—which the
Government should concoct to sausfy their craving
for enhightenment and for a solution of those ulu-
mate questions which they 1dly discuss m thewr spare
time I have heard that a neighbour State to yours
has built up a Minustry of Propaganda and Popular
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Enhghtenment, and I am dehghted with the 1dea

It suggests that there, at least, there are statesmen who
appreciate the dangers of uncontrolled enlightenment
and literature and music and see that such things may
pervert the minds of the less mtelligent and excite
them to serious disorders and unrest

EDUCATIONALIST I believe you are no better than a
Fascist How can you approve of propaganda and the
enslavement of public opmion to the les and half-
truths of the Naz1 polizcians » It means the destruction
of all freedom

pLATO But are your people really frec> Are they
not also enslaved to hes and half-truths which are
pumped mto them daily by the newspapers and the
cinemas and the novelists and the preachers and even
by your League of Nations Union>

EDUCATIONALIST  Of course I dislike the penny press
and the dreadful stuff which the cmema producers
put out But at least an Englishmen 15 free to choose

he does not have to listen to one monotonous stream
of propaganda, but can hear all sides of the case and
form Ius own judgment

pLATO Please do not go so quickly You say he 1s
free to choose and select, but how can he do that if
he has no criterion by which to choose and select
and so discover the truth> He cannot and so he
stands dazed and bewildered by an astonshing
vaniety of nonsensical fantastes which buzz m his
ears and jumble themselves together until he does not
know whether he 1s standing on hus head or hus feet I
adout that 1t may be more amusing to hsten to many
untruths rather than to a single one, but I do not
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understand why you claim that 2 man 1s free m the
former case and a slave m the latter The fact 1s
that 1f he cannot disinguish truth from falsehood he
1s never free, whether he lives m England or m
Germany or m Athens

And so, when I seriously consider your great ex-
periment m self-government, I percerve that 1t 15 no
such thing For the general education you so highly
praise does not make the masses free, but mculcates
only a false self-esteem and pretentiousness, with the
result that they are not less but more hable to be mis-
led and decerved by the rogues and tricksters whose
profession 1t 1s to sell Enhghtenment and Culture to
them It 1s not the humble craftsman but the half-
cducated upon whom the advertiscr and the quack
and the get-rich-quick merchants thrive The proot
of this 1s stmple If your general education were
really successful, 1t would drive out the advertser
altogether and compel the quack to mugrate to
another land But that has not happened m your
country Instead, the more “educated” your people
become, the more easily they are swindled and
decewved by the self-same trickery, decked out m the
trappings of science and culture and even of religion

And the same 15 true of politics There, too, your
general education will not enable the common people
to think for themselves it will only make them
falsely beheve that they can do so, and so make them
more susceptible to the arts of propaganda and
advertisement Each man bemg skilled m his own
Job and bemg provided wath a httle general educa-
tion besides, will hold humself competent to judge of
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matters where he has no experience or knowledge
How easy it will be then for an orator who has
money enough mn lhis pocket and mnsolence m s
heart, to propose some high-sounding scheme and to
enslave his countrymen to humself with a new myth
which both satisfies their bestial emotions and tickles
therr educational pretensions I have been told of
strange sophistries named Buchmanmsm and Social
Credit and Chnstian Science which thrive 1 your
country and I beheve that you will not be able to
deny that 1t 15 the “educated” among your citizens
who chiefly support them with their money and
devotion Such foolshness 1s m 1tself unimportant,
bue 1t should be a warning to you that human nature
1s tougher and less manageable than you educators
believe Man demands not truth but wonders and
muracles, and will, if he 15 gven the opportunity,
enslave himself to any superstition rather than accept
the commands of knowledge For truth 1s seldom
comforting, and reahty has rarely the winning
aspect with which deception can deck 1tself out

It s for this reason that you should now take
warning 1f you are really concerned for the happness
and wvirtue of your countrymen For you have m-
fected them with false standards and made them
believe that knowledgc 15 easy to come by and open
to everyone who has read a book or heard a lecture
And so your democracy, which you praise as the
home of freedom and the protector of the con-
sctence of the individual, 1s m reality not far removed
from the dictatorships you abhor In the latter the
people are enslaved to a smgle he m the former to
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many, and freedom belongs neither to the purveyors
of untruth, nor to its luckless purchasers For even
your film magnates and your newspaper kings, your
makers of cosmetics and salves, your political bosses
and your orators and publicists, are not free to do
what they please they too are enslaved smce, to keep
therr arculations up and thewr tlls full, they must
dance attendance on a stupid public, mimustering to
1ts every whim and considering only what new sensa-
tion they can provide to tiillate 1ts jaded palate

The free spinit ndeed brought up 1n such an exotic
luxuriance of trickery and deceit will have only one
refuge He will not believe one word which 1s told
lum by the pohitician or the publicist or the advertiser
or anyone else, but keep himself to himself until such
a time as truth can gamn control and rule your country
EDUCATIONALIST [ suspected that you were a Fascist
from the first and now I am sure of it You have no
respect for your fellow-men, and very httle kindness
or love m your nature You want to boss everybody
and make them beheve what you believe Well, you
won't ever be popular 1n this country, I can assure you
pLATO That 15 possible, but I at least am not willing
to conceal the truth even for the sake of wimning
favour among your countrymen And yet I am not
so sure that they will detest me for they have more
sense m their heads than you believe, and untl, quute
recently, men of your sentiments attamed power,
they possessed a very sensible educational system
EDUCATIONALIST So you want us to go back to the
days of public ignorance and pubhe schools
PLATO No, I do not wish you to go backwards, for
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that 1s impossible, but I would remind you that the
old 1s not necessarily bad, nor the new good In the
old days, before your umversal education and
democracy, your country was not ashamed to be
divided mto two classes, the gentry and the common
people The latter were craftsmen and mechanics and
farmers, who delighted m therr work and were pro-
ficlent at 1t With no general education, they led
happy and contented lives, trusting their superiors to
manage the affairs of State, and beheving the stores
which the Churches told them about virtuc and sin
and the future hfe I must remund you that it was m
those days that England won her empire and produced
the artists and men of letters for whom she 1s justly
famed The rulers then were men of substance aware
of their responsibiities and firm 1 the knowledge
that an aristocracy and a Church are necessary to any
stable soctety

You mentioned the public schools just now, and I
must say that from what I hear of them, they must
have been at one time excellent mstitutions They
removed the boys of the ruling class from the mfluence
of their parents and gave them a sound tramning i
morals and literature and gymnastics, without any
pretensions to “mtellectual” tramng And so they
engraved on thewr souls an ideal of obedience and
loyalty to tradiion which made them m good time
sound admimistrators and soldiers, resolute to con-
serve the constitution of the country and to defend
it agamnst all change Cut off from the mollycoddlmg
and sentiment which mothers will always heap on
their chuldren, remote from the petty cares of money
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and poverty, iving 1 beautiful buildings and licking
each other mto shape as boys only can, they grew
up to be true gentlemen, devoted servants of the
cstablished order, and as judges or cvil servants
or admmustrators, to preserve a noble tradiion
of impartiality and justice

These things I consider to be good and worthy of
preservation, and I would advise you (if I didn’t
know that persuasion with men of your unreasoning
nature 1s useless) to enshrme them m your new
educational system But I do not beheve them perfect
for three very good reasons In the first place, those
who had learnt these 1deals at their schools were not
set under the control of philosophers, but of men
no better than themselves who, having no real
understanding of the cternal principles which govern
human affairs, were not able to keep mn check and to
control the technicians and merchants and indus-
trialists And so, as time went on and nventions
were made which gave to your country vast wealth
at no very great cost of labour or thought, your
admunistration  gradually allowed the motives of
greed and power to overwhelm those of reason and
sclf-control, until desire for profit ruled your State,
and without your admunistrators or your priests ever
suspecting such a thing, they became the slaves of
mmpenalism stead of the servants of reason I admat
that their natural good quahiies softened this im-
periabsm and often annulled 1ts worst effects, but 1
would warn you that until the ownership of property
m land or currency 1s forbidden to your rulers, and
untl they arc wise and powerful enough to arrest
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the profit motive and to unpnson it, you cannot rest
secure of your country’s prosperity.

In the second place, ‘your public schools have
always been private institutions uncontrolled by the
State and open only to those who had money enough
and to spare. Perhaps this was no bad thing when the
- State was controlled by merchants and bankers and
suchlike people, but in a just society they would be
in the hands of the rulers and open to all who could
profit by them. In the third place, your universities
have never fully recognized the task which God had
in store for them. They have permitted the State to
‘be seduced by the profit motive and enchained to-
the machine of money-making, and so the natural
rulers who frequent them can no longer guide the'
machme, but have become servants of it. ’
" From all that T have said, you will see what rcforms :
I would suggest. You must begin at the top and
rebuild your- universities and imbue them with the
" desire to provide for your country rulers worthy of
~ it. Tdo not pretend that this will be easy to do, Leamed -

men, though they often mention me with praise,
~have ‘so'little understood the ‘spirit of my Academy
 that they have actually perverted the word “academic™
" so that it now means something remote from practical

life. I can well understand their hatred and -contempt
" for the world" outside, and their unw1111ngncss to -
admit that they themselves have renounced it only
- because they ‘were unable to impress the ‘men of:

action; who'control affairs, with their superior leamn~
" ing: But you will agree that unless they regain the
= bchef that thc Teason they serve can and must rule‘
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the world, they will be of little use to their country-
men or to the world. '
This is most unlikely to happen: for professors who
* lead a comfortable life and combine personal security
with a conviction of their own righteousness are
seldom prepared to risk these things in the attempt
to help others. Your universities therefore will probably
_ remain content to be servants not critics of the world
they live in, salving their consciences by the pro-
~ motion of a little useless learning and by lip-service
to the ideals of academic freedom and impartiality.
- In this case you must (as I did) set up a rival to all
-existing institutions, resolved to serve only the cause
of truth, and to proclaim that truth to all. You will
be accused of bias and of subversive teaching and of
destroying the ideals of academic sobriety. But you
will not listen to these taunts because you know that
. the academic who is not also a man of action is no
- true son of the academy. In your new university you
- will once again combine scientific research with a
 training for statesmanshlp, and you will set up over-
~its portals the motto, “Knowledge alone shall rule.” -
* Strong in this belief, you will welcome all accusations -
- of partiality and of subversive teaching, knowing -
- well that a new truth is always the exposure of false-

. hood and that impartiality is usually the cloak for a *
- tame submission to the established order. And there -

is one other change you must make in the beliefs of

- your young men. At present they are gentle-hearted
~and inspired with: the ‘naive belief that truth and =
~ wisdom . can prevall by their natural virtue against
 force and cunnmg And 50, they go forth unarmed to o
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conquer the world and soon come home with a
brusse on their heads and disillusionment m theyr
hearts, having discovered that wickedness, which
delights m wviolence, 1s an enemy who cannot be
softened with smooth words and noble sentiments,
but must be beaten down and bound fast with fetters
of steel so that 1t shall not rase its head agamn This
lesson you must teach daly i your new umiversity,
and set up as a second motto over its doors, “No
pacifist shall enter here” and you must constantly
remund your pupils, since m the history of mankind
the rule of reason has never once been established by
kindness or specches only, that the philosopher must
be prepared to use force and wviolence not less but
more resolutely than hus opponents For his cause will
always be more unpopular than the half-truths and
easy salves with which Ius enemes beguile the people,
and therefore must be enforced with every mgour
and austerity, until the 1gnoble passions of the masses
have become tamed and subdued to the rule of
knowledge Let your young men thereforc know
well that if they desire to save therr country from
destruction, they must not only be mspired by the
peaceful spint of research, but schooled m the dis-
cplne of military science, which shrinks from no
bloodshed for the sake of the common good

When your new umversity i1s firmly established
and has begun to gam control of the affairs of State,
you must next turn your attention to the schools
Here you must not be perturbed by the bogeys of
Fascsm and Nanonal Socialism, which you just
now mentioned, but must be willing to admut that
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even a bad Government may have good ideas, and
that 1t 1s the duty of the statesman to examme with-
out bras or prejudice the mstitutions of other lands
So you will be pleased and confirmed m your tradi-
tions when you see that the Germans and the Itahans
have aped your national customs, mtroducing and
refinmg your public school system to suit the modern
world, and you will therefore cling fast to this
system and make 1t the centre of your future school-
mng You will take over the exisung schools and will
openly proclam that they are to be the brceding
ground of your political leaders, segregating carefully
the children who are best fitted for this responsibility
from thosc who will be contented with a civilian
Iife For the latter you will provide technical schools
where they can learn the craft to which they are best
suted, and because this class 1s of small unportance
to the State, you will lcave them with their parents
and only compel them to attend the schools by day
But for the former you will prepare 1 sterner educa-
tion and you will forbid them to wisit thur homes
except on feast days and public holidays Beginnng
with the exising schools, you will compel them to
return to the Spartan sumplicity of earlier days You
will dismiss then nurses and matrons and the pseudo-
fathers and mothers who by their kindness and soft
sentiments destroy the tough fibre of thur youth In
these schools too you will put boys and guls together
and make no distinction between them, remembering
always that your task 15 to bring up a race of soldiers
and admunistrators, not of elegantly cultured ladies
and gentlemen such as arc now produced by the
M
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schools And so the disciphne must be harsh, and
mind and body altke must be tramed to accuracy
and obedience and efficiency, and to the appreciation
of an austere and sumple beanty such as would not
shame a soldier For this reason you will teach them
the clements of mathemancs and science and the
study of language, and will combine with these
the learning of the noblest of your national litera-
ture and music, and a soldierly type of sport and
gymnastic

When you have done all this, you will find 1t an
easy task to solve the problem of general education
for the masses which we were discussing just now
Reahzing that they are mcompetent to rule them-
selves, you will seck above all to induce 1 them a
spit of loyal submussiveness to the rulers and since
you cannot restore the mfluence of your Church,
whch fulfilled this task mn the past, you must suppress
those warning rehigious sects altogether, and nvent a
new political rehigion, punishing by death any citizen
who dares to preach a doctrine other than yours
This you can only do if you are masters of the
printmg press, the wireless, and all your modern
methods of communication, and you wall therefore
make a second law forbidding the unlicensed sale
of opmions and superstitions (whether written or
spoken or sung) on pam of death Then when you
have done all this, you can allow what general edu-
cation you please, provided that you are clear m
your own mund that such education or popular en~
hightenment, (call 1t what you will) 1s not knowledge
or science at all, but “a noble lie” suited to the mtelh-
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gence of those who can never attamn true wisdom or
knowledge of God

epucaTIONALIST 'Thank you very much mdced for
your suggestions I am surc they would be most
acceptable to Sir Oswald Mosley

prato I do not know the gentleman, but if they
arc acceptable to hum, then he has been sadly mus-
represented to me by those who do
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IN the two previous chapters we have seen some-
thing of the modern Plato’s attitude to British
democracy, and of his suggestions for its reform.
Not content to examine institutions or modes of
government, he has tried to analyse the social tradi-
tion which inspires them and to discover the principles
according to which its development should proceed.
His advice can be summed up quite bricfly. Preserve
at all costs your aristocratic tradition, that ruling is
the respon51b1.hty of the few; but purge it of the
corrupting influences, which the industrial revolution
brought, by the deliberate formation of a new
aristocracy of intellect and character, which will
resolutely aim at political power and use it for -
the enforcement of reason and justice.
~This advice is in effect a2 demand for revolunonary E
action; for it involves the exclusion from political
- power of the propcrty owner and of the mass of the
- people. But it is not revolution of the accepted kind, -
since it is neither in'the interest of the capitalists -
“nor of the proletariat, The Platonic statésman would
“be equally. opposed ‘to the d1ctatorsh19 of  the
- “haves” and to that of the “have nots,” secing in both
“the ‘domination of one.social group and the- per-
- petuation of the class strugglc Fmdmg his inspiration
in the past, he ‘would try to restore the harmony of
“interests which he would claim existed before the
- bourgeois revolution, and for thls reason he can be
: callnd a conseruanve revolutwnary For- lus aim is at e
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all costs to preserve the ethos of the British tradition
from the dangers of Liberalism and Fascsm and
Communism This ethos, he believes, still lives in the
hearts of the people, but 1t has been strangled by
the foreign excrescences which the mdustrial revolu-
tion plastered over 1t These he must tear off, 1 order
that the true spmt of the commumty can flourish
agam But political and economic revolution 15 not
enough After any such violent changes, 1t 15 only a
matter of time before the new Government begns to
abuse 1ts power There never has been and never will
be a revoluuon which did not teem with good
mtentions and maugurate a new era of social justice
But once the transference of power has been accom~
plshed and a new class has occupied the seat of
government, a change occurs The economuc ad-
vantages of political control become apparent to the
new rulers, therr good mtentions are forgotten, and
the common man to whom freedom was pronused
finds himself enslaved once more Revolution there-
fore 1s waste of time and human lfe, unless 1t 1s
accompanied by a change i the men who make 1t,
as well as i the msututions they control

To change men 1s far more difficult than to change
msttutions For the latter can be destroyed and
rebuilt by the application of force, the former cannot
Man cannot be forced to be good he can only be
tramed and persuaded and cajoled mto seemng the
folly of hus ways A statesman can draft a law and
publish 1t he can even compel men to obey 1t But
he himself 1s under no such compulsion, and 1t 1s the
maker of laws who must be just and honest if a con-
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stitution is to work. On his morality depends the
happiness of the community, and unless he freely
accepts the commands of justice, he will be a tyrant,
and not a true ruler. _
But the moral code is not purely a matter for the
individual will, nor is the individual entirely free to
accept or to reject it. He is himself a product of it,
and conditioned by the institutions of the society in.
which he lives. The human soul is not a mysterious -
force with a life of its own, floating in a spiritual -
“ether outside the everyday world of action, every
now and then darting down to assert, “This is right .
and that is wrong,” but a2 member of that world,
conditioned by it and conditioning it too. We are
both creatures and creators of our environment, and
~ freedom is just the consciousness of this fact and the -
-understandmg of its nnphcatxons 1 am not free to
jump  thirty feet across a river: the laws of gravity
and the structure of my body limit my freedom.
But I am free to study the workings of nature and to "
build a bridge across which I can safely walk. Again,
-T am not free to renounce the morality of my home
- -and country and civilization; I cannot do it because:
- it is part of my personality and a mainspring of my
«will, But I am free to study that morality, to analyse
it unphcauons, ‘and in ‘the hght of that lmowledgc* ’
' to, try to modify it and red:rect it in the dlrecuon-
* which I think right, © -
" This understanding . and redn’ectlon of current =
. .mcrahty must be undertaken if any political revolu- "
. tion is to achieve success. The statesman must change -
1ot only thc constitution and laws and cconomlc-
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system, but also the moral and social mstitutions by
which men live For the former must ulamately
conform to the latter If the ruling class behave
aggressively and self-assertively m their private lves,
and then moral code encourages such behaviour,
then no poltical reform will permanently prevent
war, mstead, social habits will modify the political
mstitutions to suit themselves If the acqusitive
mstinct 15 sumulated by religion or morahty, then
no Communist society will remam Communist for
long property will make 1ts appearance m some
form or other

The Platonic statesman therefore, like the modern
Communist, cannot admut that private hfe and
morality are the concern only of the mdividual For
him there 15 no distinction of self-regarding and
other-regarding actions The most mtimate secrets of
private life must be opened to lum and he must
analyse and direct them m the proper way

If we ask what are the most important elements
n our private life, there can be no real doubt of the
correct answer Marriage andthe family are the
central msttutions of all human soceties They
engage our attention for more houis a day than
anything perhaps except our work they are the
cause of more happmess and musery than any other
sngle factor, and lastly, they are the thread upon
which the future of the race depends They are there-
fore the first msututions which we must analyse,
trymg both to discover their raison d'étre and to con-
sider the part they must play m the social order

Plato’s atttude to them was as simple as 1t was
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revolutionary With the Greek aity-state m mind, he
proposed therr total abohtion for all members of the
ruling élite No ruler m his State 15 allowed to be a
husband or a2 wife The men and women will Live
together m common barracks, without privacy and
on perfectly equal terms Permanent relationships
between them will be forbidden as absolutely as free
love There will be neither promiscuity nor marrage,
because they will all be so mtent on the work of
government and the discovery of truth that they
cannot be allowed to waste time on personal relations
But children will be needed for the State, and so
regular religious festivals will be arranged where
those sutable and cugemically fit will be brought
together On these occastons special privileges will be
granted to thosc who have distingushed themselves
1n battle or m public service, and so 1t will be ensured
that the best citizens produce most children Women
will be allowed to mate between twenty and forty,
men between twenty-five and fifty-five, but no
-permanent relations may be cntered mnto They must
meet once only m the sacred fesuval and then depart
upon their respective busiesses
! When the child 15 born it wall be taken from 1ts
mother and brought up m a State nursery The
mother may come to suckle 1t, but the greatest care
1s taken to prevent her recogmzing her own child,
for all the rulers are one family and the mother must
regard all children as equally hers So, too, with the
children they must never know who their parents
are, but treat all the elders of the ruling class as fathers
and mothers, all their contemporarics as brothers and
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sisters For they are to be tramed to be not private
atizens with private mterests, but public servants

caring only for the State
That, in short, 1s Plato’s revolutionary plan for the
1deal relationship of man to woman and of parent to

child But he did not propose 1t for the man 1 the
street, any more than he proposed the abolition of
private property for lnm The subject classes were
to be allowed everything a man could wish—except
self-government Only the members of the ruling class
were to have no property, no wives or husbands and
no famlhcs/ and Plato gave three reasons for this
strange regulation of the rulers’ hfe In the first
place he argued that 1f 2 man really cares about hus
Job he will not want to be distracted by marrage or
by children (Love and marrage arc two of the most
disturbmg thmgs m hife) They take up a great deal
of time and they are an mterruption to any profession
or trade The more wrapped up he 1s m his job the
more a man tends to neglect his family, and Plato
argued that if he 15 really mterested m the work for
its own sake, then he will not want to be distracted
by wafe or children In the case of crvihans the dis-
tractions will not matter so much, because they are
under the absolute dictatorship of the ruling class

The lovelom farmer or the banker who 1s too much
of a famuly man can be kept up to scratch by Govern-
ment control But there 1s no one to supervise the
rulng élite, and so they must be relieved of these
damem T sl i ot b s b o

e exclusion o everything else, an i& 1s;then he
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will not want, and must not be allowed to have, a
wife and family

When Plato abolished marriage and the famuly he
was not preaching a doctrine of free love and easy
morals He was demanding 2 more ngid self-control
for hus ruling class than the ordmary man can achieve
His 1deal was not unlike that of the monk or priest
who takes vows of celibacy and trmes to sublimate
Ius earthly emotions and hus human love mto love of
God and service to the commumty But the Platomc
ruler differs from the monk n two particulars Firstly,
he considers the Future he sces that if n6 one marries
there will be no children, and since the rulers are the
pick of the population 1t 1s ther duty to have as
many children as 1s consistent with therr efficiency
as rulers So Plato advocated not celibacy for lus
rulers, but eugemics, the breedmg of children as
carefully as horses or dogs are bred to-day, and with
as little personal mterest m the woman or the child
‘as the expert Horse breeder feels m his horses The
really responsible citizen, says Plato, must not pro-
duce children just to satisfy a personal whim or to
please someone he or she 1s mn love with The children
must be produced for the State, and accordmg to
scientific prmeiples of breeding They are not to be
mere __gg_g%ycts of love, or by-products of personal
pleasures, Chuld-bearmg 15, m fact, a duty, Jike
soldiering or administering the State, and must
strictly_regarded as s _such t 1s the frst difference
between the morality of Plato’s ruler and that of the
monk or t_};c,CaLb.Egc priest

In the second place, Blato did not beheve that
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human love or physical passion were m themselves
wicked as some religious people are mclined to
believe No Greek could beheve the body evil the
Greeks knew more of its beauty than any other
nation, and human love seemed to them the most
natural thing m the world, with 1ts natural cxpression
m physical emotion_Plato was 3 moralist but he was
Tot a Puritan,”and "he saw no reason to forbid his
rulers the pleasures of physical mteicourse any more
than he forbade them the pleasures of physical exercise
or of food and drink Such pleasures, m us view, do
no harm m their proper placc, they are not m them-~
selves wicked but they are wrong if they distract rulers
from theirr work So love and ghrysical emotion were
permissible 1, Jus view if they were kept strictly~on_
a level with other physical emotions; if, m fact, they
were depersonalized and ~“given 1 continuity or
permanence Plato would not have mmded lus rulers
Iiking muce_fupmture or beaunfil buldmgs only they
must not want to possess them So, too, with human
love if 1t was treated as a_passing pleasure, fike a~
glass of good wine, Plato would have found 1t whole-
some but if 1t meant faling 1 love with someone,
Wanting to be with ber always, missing her when she
was away, worrymng whether she cared for you, and
so on—then Plato would have said it had become a
distraction and must be forbidden to the man whose
work was ruling

For this reason, if for no other, Plato would have
welcomed the mvention of contraceptives and en-
couraged their use among his élite For the contra-
ceptive emphasizes the distinction between the two
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aspects of sex as an expression of love and as a
means® of procreation By decreasing anxiety with
regard to childbirth, 1t allows a more carefree
pleasure mn the sexual act and enables man to plan
the breeding of children saentifically Plato had
admutted the use of abortion to destroy children pro-
duced by women too old for perfect childbearmg,
and since he encouraged hus rulers after a certam age to
be free m their sexual mtercourse provided they did
not lose mterest m therr work, the contraceptive
would have seemed to him an mstrument by the use
of which reason can control matter and stll further
depersonalize the sexual act

This brings us to Plato’s second reason for forbid-
ding marnage and the family to hus ruling class Fall-
mg m love, he argued, and wanting a famuly are really
expressions of the acqusiive mstinct He bad for-
bidden his ruling class any form of property whatso-
ever, and so he argued that marriage and the famuly,
which are really a sort of property, must be forbidden
to them too The love of man for woman 1s based
on a longng for ownership and pride of possession
Each m therr own way, husband and wife regard
each other as a possession to be jealously guarded
Each of them usually dislikes 1t if the other shows
too much mterest i the opposite sex Why s this
unless therr fechngs are fundamentally possessive?
We tend to think of the lover as a romantic figure
full of selfsacnifice and devotion Plato thought he
was far more concerned with gettng hold of some-
thing he wanted, enjoymng 1t m private and enjoyng
the fact that no one else could share s enjoyment
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Human love between man and woman was m s
view a sort of mutual ownership which built a wall
round the two people and cut them off from other |
people

And the same m Plato’s view applies to the family
It 15 an exclusive orgamization, a private world mto
which we try to escape, and 1n the secunity of which
we scek comfort and satisfaction Even if we do
make sacnifices for our children’s education and feel
ourselves highly magnanimous m doing so, we do 1t
becausc they are our children and we are proud of
our productions A man will sacnfice time and money
for hus garden, to make 1t beautiful a woman may
cxpend hours on mmproving her appearance They
would not claim to be dismterested mn domg either
of these things But 1s not their attitude to thewr
children very much the same > They want the children
to be successes, not really for the children’s sake, but
because the chuldren belong to them and they want
their children to win the prizes of hfe m competition
agamst their neighbours’

Plato thought this exclusive sense of property was
an mevitable accompamiment to marrtage, and that
for this rcason marriage was just as dangerous to the
ruler as property It would corrupt Ius loyalty to the
State and give hum a private mterest which would
distract lum from his job For Plato was a revolu-
tionary, he wanted his pupils to be men who could
work miracles and change the world and he thought
that the only people that really change the world are
the people who have no feeling for private property
as such, cven wives or children Four hundred and



190 PLATO TO-DAY

fifty years later Jesus was to urge the same thing to
His chosen apostles He, too, msisted that they should
give up father and mother and family—everything
for His sake But like Plato He rcalized this vocation
could only be for the few, and added the text “He
that 1s able to recewve 1t, let hum recewve 1t Every-
one 15 not capable of the supreme sacnficc The
real revolutionary, the man or woman who s to
transform the world, must put his work first and has
friends second He must renounce them, not grudg-
mgly with a feeling of loss, but gladly, because he
cares for something mfimtely more valuable He
cannot have friends or family m the usual sense of
the word because he 1s so mtent upon achieving his
1deal of human society that he has no time or interest
for individual human bemngs In his personal relations
he wnll probably seem cold and mhuman, wresponsible
and changeable, as if he did not care about any
human bemg at all Carng only about humanity,
hus love for that excludes all other love

In the third place Plato argued that marriage must
mnvolve an mferior status for women In the Athens
of his day 1t was little more than the purchase by the
man of a chattel to manage his household and bear
him cluldren The wife was economically dependent
on her husband, she had no poltical nghts, and she
Wwas not given any education She was not even a
labourer smce she recerved no wages and had no
defence agamnst explotation, but a bondservant at
the mercy of her parents as to whom she married,
of her husband when she was married Plato could
not permut such slaves to be members of hus rulng
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class and to live with his elite His ruling class de-
‘Thanded women who were the equal of their men,
and he saw that 1f they are to be this then they can-
not be relegated to the home He did not deny that
most women are physically weaker than men, and
he also believed that they were intellectually mferor
But he did not think that a sufficient reason for con-
finng all women to the home and refusmg them
atizen nghts He claimed, mstead, that the best
women should be educated exactly as the best men
arc educated In his rulmg class there was to be no
differential trcatment of the sexes at all They were
to live together and even to fight together on terms of
absolute equality I
It 15 one of the womies of history that the phrase
“Platonc love” should have come to mean a sparitual
relationship devord of physical desiwe  Such love, m
Plato’s view, was fit only for God, and he never
advocated 1t between lus ciizens He assumed that
human beings will express the love they feel for
onc another, and 1t was m an cffort to rasse the level
of that love from self-assertion to partnership that he
abolished marriage The mferior place of women m
Greece had resulted m the assumption by men of
culture that truc love could only be felt by man
for man Homosexual relationships ded
as nobler _than marmage, ad~ Socrates, though
he disapproved of certam forms of perversion,
had always regarded his marriage and famuly as
avic duties, mferior 1 value to his friendships with
young men Thus the Greek 1ideal of chivalry
often became homosexual i character—the love
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of the adult for the boy, not the love of man for
woman

Plato remamed at heart a Greek The 1deal for hum
was the love of man for man, and lis two-fold aim
was to punfy homosexual relationships of therr
physical brutahities and at the same tume to rawse the
relationship of man and woman. to the homosexual
level Men were to treat women as they trcated boys,
and to forget as far as possible that they bore chuldren
His rulers should fall in love with one another, dis-
regarding therr differences of sex, man with man or
woman with woman or man with woman They
should not take these affairs too scriously or become
wrapped up m the physical side, but should regard the
physical desires as mmor pleasures, compared to the
real delights of companionship and co~operation and
mtellectual discussion

For he was convinced that love 1s the basis of true
philosophy A true friendship wall start on the physical
plane and should not be thwarted on that plane But
soon 1t will transcend the body and, as it matures,
will become the co~operation of equals m the achieve-
ment of a common purpose The lovers will feel
themselves rivals i their Ife’s work, encouraging and
helping and competing with one another, and finally
they will find the consummation of desire m dralectic,
the discussion and philosophizing which alone can
attam truth Wath this inspiration, the lovers cease to
be “m love,” smce their love 1s now centred on truth,
and they will regard sexual satisfaction as “play” and
relaxation from the enterprise which they share 2

! Sec the speech of Diotima 1n the Sympossm
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Thus Plato was forced to deny that sex differentia-
tion 13 1 any way fundamental, m order to maintamn
that Reason, the immortal part of the soul, 1s shared
by men and women alike If womm 1s not to be
relegated to the Mohammedan level, she must be
held capable of philosophy, and her sexual differences
regarded as accidental to her true nature In that casc,
the disinction of normal and perverse relations 1s
unreal, since the friendship of two rational bemngs
1s equally good, to whichever sex they belong It 15
only when we descend to the utlitarian level and
consider the procrcation of children, that sex dif-
fercnce becomes important, but here love must
cease, to be replaced by civic obligation and the iron
discipline of eugenic law

The aboltion of marriage was a tremendous
assertion of the rights of woman It raised her to the
level of man, and 1t postulated her rational nature
But 1t has never been kmndly recerved by Plato's
readers, who are often shocked by 1ts “immorality,”
its equanimuty 1 the facc of perversion, and its
clear separation of scxual pleasure from procreation
Plato knew that thus would happen Recognizing the
strength of tabu and superstiion, he put 1t forward
m a very tentative fashion, but there 1s no part of
his wniting which surpasscs this passage! m 1ts style,
mmagmation, or philosoplical clanty In the face of
every mstinct and prejudice, he was clear-sighted
enough to sce that, if women were the equals of men,
and to be treated as such, then sexual morality must
be drastically altered and marmage and the family, m

1 Sec Republic Book V
N
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the form 1n which he knew them, must be abohshed

But can you frec women from their bondage:
Plato thought 1t was only possible for a select few
Most women are happiest uneducated and domg the
work of the home, just as most men are happiest m
the security of subjection to dictatorsup But the
women of the ruling class, if they are to be worthy
partners of the men and produce worthy chuldren, must
be free, and to achieve this Plato saw no other way
open than to abolish marrage and the family It was
essential for man and woman alike Given marriage,
he said, man will always be the dommant partner,
the possessor, woman the passive recipient, the pos-
sessed And she will compensate for this inferior
posiion by accentuating her sexual charms and
becoming the possessor m matters of physical emo-
tion She will spend ttme and money on making
herself beautiful and attractive, and she wall long for
the power over men which those attractions afford
Plato was a fenunist not only i the sense that he
wanted to free the best women from the bondage of
the fanuly, he also wanted to free them from the
ambitions which that bondage 1mposed on them

It 15 often said that women are more mfluenced
than men by consideration of persons They think m
terms of people, not of programmes and 1deas, and
they accept ideas not because they are true, but
because those 1deas are associated 1 therr mmds with
male admurers Plato would argue that this was due
to thewr inferior posiion They never can get away
from personal relations because they are economucally
and mentally dependent on men And so their whole
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ambitions are concentrated erther on captivating men
or on making their children mto successes To free
them from thesc narrow ambitions, to get them to
look beyond persons to 1deas, and to give them real
wmtellectual and moral mndependence, he was willing
to abolish the home, and he argued that most women
would not like this at all They would not be willng
to surrender the power which physical charm gives
them, or to be treated by men exactly as though they
were colleagues of shghtly inferior ability They would
feel shighted and disappointed when they could no
longer rely on the cluvalry and romantic love of the
domuant male But women, m Plato’s view, cannot
have 1t both ways they cannot break up the home
and demand perfect equality and then use that
equality merely to further their womanly ambitions
And for this reason only a woman who 1s prepared
to be treated as a colleague and fellow-worker would
be allowed to be a member of his ruling class If the
woman wants to rcly on her charms, then she must
accept the wnferior position and the mferior responsi-
bilities of home life She can enjoy either the chivalry
of men or equahty with men, but she cannot have
both

It 15 not sufficient to treat this theory with disgust
and ndicule, or to assert that 1t 1s the product of the
perversions of a degenerate age and therefore has no
apphcability to-day Modern femimst movements
have nearly always urged the complete equahzation
of the sexes, and advocated the opening of all pro-
fessions to women Claming that women are “as
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good” as men, they have tned to break down all
the ties which bind women to home and husband,
and have often advocated a free and voluntary
partnership of the sexes Their propaganda has taken
the line that women should be allowed to behave as
men behave, not that women should be free to
develop therr special talents And for this reason
women’s cducation and sport have been defimitely
modelled on that of men, notwithstanding the fact
that on these lines women as a whole are usually
inferior to men We have only to examme the
European umwversity to sec that Plato’s arguments
are still the assumptions of fenumsm and of advanced
educational theory

But modein theory has not often seen as clearly as
Plato the consequences of this assumption If the
propet place of woman m soctety 1s alongside man,
if there 1s no distnction of civic function between
them, and the ““good life” 1s 1dentical for both sexes,
then the chuef justfication of marriage as a per-
manent union disappears Two men may be good
friends and decide to hive together, but 1t would be
fantasuc for them to consummate a permanent
union why, then, should the bond between a man
and a woman, each devoted to lus or her professional
work, be mwviolable provided that, with the aid of
scientific techmgque, they produce no chidren, or
alternatively that the State takes over the education
of the famuly> And secondly, if woman hke ran 1s
to put her profession first and her home second, can
1t still be asserted that the home 1s the best place for
the upbningng of children at all> The justification



PLATO LOOKS AT THE FAMILY 197

for the home as the cducational centre disappears
when woman regards 1t as the place of relaxation
from her daily work

Whether we Iike 1t or no, the equalization of the
sexes must scck to approaumate the life of women to
that of men, if for no othcr 1cason because men
have dommated socicty and male activity and educa-
tion have been the model of femmnist agitation
There 15 no special function for women 1n society,
apart from the care of children and home, because
there never hay been and therefore femmism 1s the
assertion by the mferior sex that she can hive 2 man’s
hife nearly as well as men By thus assertion woman
demes her differences and special excellences, and 1s
content to “play second fiddle” to the dominant
male, as boys ape therr adult idols And so the
attempt to demand “cquality of status” confirms
woman in an mfirior position, making her the
weaker competitor 1 a race she must always lose
The clivalry which men felt for a sex which, m
spite of its physical aud theoretical infcrionity, could
do many things better than they, 1s replaced by a
kindly sympathy and encouragement for a weaker
nval And conversely the marrage partnership m
which a man’s capacities were mcreased by lus wife’s
personal belp and encouragement, so that she, as a
woman, actually contributed somcthing to hus work
which no man could give, 15 turned mto an uncqual
nivalry, with all the friction that nivalry must bring
The falure of many modemn marmages must be
attributed to Platonic 1deals and the decrease m the
birth-rate 15 due not so much to the mtroduction of
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contraceptives, as to therr use by women in order
to liberate themselves from the bondage of the family
Contraceptives have never stopped a mother from
having a family if she wanted to have one to her
they are only a god-given method of protecting
her famuly’s best interests from the sexual passion of
the unruly male

Plato faces us wath the full problem of “femmism ”
Granted the mitial assumption that woman to be free
must adopt the hife of man, he shows (1) that i this
case she 1s likely to be a weaker rival, (2) that the
care of children must be taken from her, and (3) that
m a soctety of free men and women sexual pleasure
and child-bearmg will be divorced from onc another
The former will become an mdividual gratification
of private desire, the latter a civic obhigation whose
control can only be entrusted to the State But he also
shows that this new form of society will only survive
if 1t can mtroduce a new sclf-control and a new
sexual morality Men and women may declare them-
selves “equal” and proclaim that the old era of male
possession and female slavery 1s closed Such declara-
tions will have no effect agamnst decp-seated habits
so long as permanent marriage-unions are retamed
For sexual passion 1s possesstve and jealous The lover,
so long as he 15 m love, wants some sort of “per-
manent” umon If, therefore, woman claims equality
of opportunity m a society where the mstitution of
marriage 1s stll preserved, the result will be not the
depersonalization of sexual relations, but an mtensifi~
cation of the romantic bond There will be more
divorces—but while they last marnages will be morc
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passionate and moie jealous than before Sex wnll
become a dommant fact m social hife, disturbing the
efficiency of the worker even more than before For,
although the social utility of marnage will have been
destroyed, the mstitution will remain as a justification
and an mcentive to posscssiveness and jealousy To
equahze the sexes, while retaining the mstitutions of
marrage and the family, 15 1 Plato’s view to have
the wonst of two contiasted moral systems

This would be Plato’s judgment on our age, and
on our astonishing obsession with sexual problems
He would not call us really equal, since equality of
the sexes, m his view, can only be achieved where
passion 15 depersonahized, and false romance sup-
pressed by the abohtion of all permanent unions
The justification for permanent marriage was the
existence of the fanmly When this 1s gone, sexual
possesstveness and marrtage have no social utihity, and
the former becomes the jealous passion of a child
shouting that no one shall share 1ts toys The 1dea that
esther man or woman has the right to enjoy friendship
as a private pleasure, where there 1s no social justifica-
tion for this privacy, would repel Plato, just as 1t
would repel hum if a man claimed to exclude every-
one fiom his property, when he was not working
on 1t or enniching the community with its produce
Marnage, like private ownership, when 1t ceases to
be socially beneficial, becomes a social disease

And so wc are faced with a tragic ddemma If
woman 15 to be free and gan the status of man,
then sexual possesstveness—and marriage with 1t—

must be suppressed If, on the other hand, we value
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the mstitution of the family and doubt our powers to
change the deep-seated mstncts of sexual life, then
woman must renounce the status of man and retam
the marriage partnership as the chuef function of hes
life There 15 only one way out of this dilemma and
Plato took 1t He suggested that some men and
women are capable of a higher morality, but most
are not If we follow Plato, however, we must face
the fresh problem which a differential morality
brimgs, and devise a legal system under which there
1s one code for the élite and another for the common
people

Plato would suggest that we had almost reached
this stage to-day without realizing 1t We are divided
mto the emancipated and the traditionally minded,
but the emancipated are not aware of therr re-
sponsibihiies They are content to use the scientific
discoveries of birth-control for the gratification of
personal pleasure, and to pour an easy nidicule on the
superstitious folly and brutalities of the conservative
majority They claum that they alone are free and
reasonable but although they renounce the old
morality, they are enslaved by their own obsessions
and refuse to subject themselves voluntauly to the
sterner disciphne which true equality demands
They do not realize that the common man may, mn
fact, be happier and contented to remam “brutal”
and “uncivihzed,” because they forget that the social
and economuc conditions of Ius life are vastly different
from therr own leisured and wealthy freedom The
mstability and unhappmness of modern hfe arise
chiefly on Plato’s view from this wresponsibility of
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the lessured intelligentsia whose reason 1s employed,
not on the constructive task of discoverng the new
self-discipline which a changing world demands, but
m ndiculing an msttuton whose social utihty they
disregard

Plato would have aited Soviet Russia as an example
of this false Liberalism with regard to morality, a
crude musapplication of his own theory to modern
Life Basing themselves on the philosophy of Marx,
the Communists urged that to reform society they
must reform private morality as well They, too,
broke up the home because 1t made woman the
bond-servant of man and because children should be
the possession not of the parents but of the State
Encouraging women to work as the equals of men,
they made State créches and nursenies where the
children could be left while the parents were at work,
and they enabled men and women to get divorced
as easily as we allow them to get married They did
this not because they disbelieved m morality and
convention, but because they wanted to abolish
private ownership by one person of another person’s
Iife They argued that 1f you disapprove of the private
ownership of the means of production, because 1t
puts the worker at the mercy of the employer, then
you must also disapprove of marriage because 1t
makes women and children dependent on the whims
and fancies of the father And so the Russian revolu-
tion was not only an experiment m economuc plan-
nmg, but also an experiment 1 a new soctal morality
and a new relationship of man to woman and of
parents to children
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But there 1s one difference between the Com-
munist attitude to the famuly and that wluch Plato
advocated Just as Plato was content to leave most
people their private property, so he was content to
leave most people therr famuly hfe His Commumism

_was 2 Communism of the elite There, as everywhere
else, the Russzans have been more democratic Therr
Communism 1s for everyone, just as their education
1sfor eveiyone, and so they made therr new social

rality a universal code, and tried to free all the
women of Russia from what they called the servitude
of marnage The freedom which Plato thought that
only a select few would appreciate was given by the
Communists to every citizen of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

Long 1go, m 1848, Karl Marx wrote a warning
which his followers left unheeded He said that iof
we merely 1bohsh the restramts and restrictions of
marriage we break down moiahity and level human
hfe down to the standard of the beast By giving
men and women absolute freedom m thewr sexual
Iife we let lust and greed run rampant, and women
who were previously the private property of men
become the public property of all who care to use
them Thewr position 1s worse than before for now
they are the common spoil of the whole commumity

Something very hke this did happen m the carly
years of the revolumon An old morahty was
abolshed and m 1ts place came 2 freedom which the
ordmary man and woman were not strong enough
to enjoy A few ideahsts m Russia did not abuse their
new freedom the common man either abused 1t or
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dishked 1t, and m the last year or two the Russians
have been trymg to build up a new code of social
morality Wanton promuscuity and frequent divorce
are frowned upon parents are held responsible for
therr children It 1s clear already from the Russian
experiment that to abolish the home 1s to expect a
standard of conduct far too igh for the common
man, and on this pomt Plato’s pesstmism has been
justified What measures should be taken m our own
country, and how far Plato’s analysis can be usefully
employed, I must leave the reader to deade



8 PLATO LOOKS AT COMMUNISM

WAS Plato 2 Communist> No question 15 more
often or more unprofitably discussed by political
philosophers and by students of Plato (On the one
hand 1t 1s argued that hus rulng elite, forbidden to
enjoy the pleasures of wealth and marriage, was the
first example of a communist society, on the other,
that since Plato permitted the vast majonty of the
population to have property, wife, and children, he
can be exonerated from the charge of bemng the
father of Communist theory )Both contentions are
cqually futle Plato was a Greck, not a modein
European a ctizen of a city-, not of a nation-state
The soctal and economic problems which confronted
lum were those of a mercantile civilization based on
small-scale industrics and craft shills, utterly different
from the gigantic factomes and machine technmiques
of modern capitalism and lastly, he was brought up
to assume slave labour as an mtegral part of the
economic order

These three differences make it utterly impossible
for Plato to have claborated 2 Communust philosophy
Communism, the product of an era of international
trade which seemed to Link the world 'mnto a single
economic system, 15 a umversal doctrine and looks
forward to a world-ordcr and to the destruction of
national states the product of an era of expanding
productivity and wealth, 1t aims at procuring for the
working classes the full fruits of their labours the
product of the exploitation of free labour, 1t looks to
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the control by the people of the economic an{™
poliical system In each of these three particulars
Plato’s philosophy differs profoundly from that of
Marx, he looks forward not to a world order but to
a regenerate city-state he seeks to redeem the work~
mg classes not from economic but from political
explottation and, because he accepted slavery, he
could never envisage the control of the political
system by all “the workers ™ The place of slavery m
'‘Greek civilization has often been over-emphasized
and musinterpreted It 15 simply untrue to suggest
that the aty-state was based upon cheap slave labour,
or that 1ts citizens were a leisured class iving off the
labour of serfs There was a working class m Athens,
as there 15 a2 working class 1 America, indeed, the
position of the slwe in the former case was not
unhke that of the negro m the latter he did not
drive the citizen from the labour market, but com-
peted with lum, forced down hus standard of hiving,
and reduced s wages

We may press the analogy still further The Greek
slave was not entirely without nghts he could bring
an action for outrage agamst hus master 1n the courts,
he recerved pay for his work, he could purchase hus
Liberty, and even be granted citizenship for public
services the negro m America or South Africa 1s
scarcely m a better position Like the negro, he was
generally a “barbanian” and employed on unskilled
or semi-skilled work m factories, m the mmes, and,
above all, m domestic service but if he showed
mtelhgence he could advance to posinons of con-
siderable responsibility Lastly, hus social degradation
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was defended, cven by thmkers such as Arnstotle, m
much the same way as negro oppression 1s defended
to-day

The effect of slavery on Greek social development
was most profound in mercantile cities such as
Cormth or Athens, which depended for therr food
supplies and raw materials on the export trade Here,
from the begmnmng of the fifth century, mdustry
and mass-production began to flourssh Factories
with twenty or thirty hands were not uncommeon,
and we hear of a shueld factory winch employed
one hundred and twenty slaves But the free crafis-
man, the peasant, and even the free labourer, were at
first so hittle threatened that Athens could welcome
new citizens and resident foreigners n large numbers
The reason for this 15 two-fold In the first place,
smce there was no industrial machinery, mass-
production could only be employed on a lLimited
number of products n the second, the ownership of
slaves was only remunerative where demand was
constant—free labour can be set off at slack periods,
slaves cannot—and 1t was only open to the rich with
capital to mvest For those who could afford it, 1t
was a profitable mvestment, calculated to brmg a
return of over 30 per cent

But although skilled craftsmen could always hold
therr own, wage-rates were bound to be forced
down, and it became clear that the steady mcrease
of the atizen population must be checked In 451
Pericles lumited Athemian atizenship to those of
Athenian birth on both sides, and six years later,
when an Egyptan prince presented the city with
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forty-five thousand bushels of corn, he struck five
thousand names from the roll before distnbuting the
bounty to the citizen population From now onwards
democracy meant not the rule of the proletanat, but
of the aitizen proletariat, and citizenship became not
a nght but a privilege This privilege was enhanced
by payment to jurors (m 451) and to the avic militia,
and the State was forced to repair the dl-effects of
cheap slave labour by dolcs and bounties and political
payments to the atizens In 432, at the begmning of
the great war, the population of Attica consisted
approximately of 172,000 atizens, 30,000 resident
foreigners, and 115,000 slaves, and smce women had
no active political rnights, the franchise was enjoyed
by one-eighth of the whole people By 323 the posi-
tion was still worse Out of a total population of
258,000, there were 112,000 citizens, 42,000 resident
ahens, and 104,000 slaves

The effect of slavery was threefold By flooding
the market with cheap labour, 1t retarded tech-
nological advance and the mtroduction of science
mto mdustry By threatening the wages of the free
workers, 1t forced down. the birth-ratc m the class of
free citizens, and thirdly, 1t hampered the spread of
cqualitarian philosophies and the formation of workmng-
class and Sociahist movements

We must bear this i mind when we ask ourselves
what Plato would think of modern Communism,
and what criticisms he would make of our economic
system For Plato was oblivious to the problem of
slavery In the Laws he accepted 1t as an awkward
but necessary fact, m the Republic he refers to 1t only
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when he suggests that Greeks should not enslave
Greek prisoners of war Otherwise he bhithely dis-
regarded 1t and built hus society on a basis of free
atizen labour, with slaves only for domestic use,
thereby 1mplymmg that the 1deal State would not be
a mercanule aty with a great export trade, but an
agricultural commumty, hving on its own resources
and exporting only 1ts surplus produce Thus he
refused to face the real problem of Greek civilization,
whose hughest cultural level was always to be found
precsely m those mercantile cties whose slave
economy he taatly rejected, and he hmited s
cticisms and proposals to the reorganization of a
privileged citizen body, disregarding the majority of
human bemngs who fell outside this category

It 1s already clear that Plato would not be i sym-
pathy with modern Socialism, which 1s based on the

o demands for economic justice and for workers’
control While admutting the obvious fact of the
falure of capitabsm to achieve 1ts objective—the
fmaximization of wealth—he would arguc that
Socialists, by concentrating their attack upon economic
mjustice, have blinded themselves to the real problem,
and by demandmng workers’ control are heading for
catastrophe Workers' control mught possibly be no
worse than capitalist control, but on the other hand
it 15 not likely to be much better if the workers’
1deal 1s no different from that of the capitalist whom
he 15 to supplant &ht?l)ject can there be, he would
ask, m undergomg the horrors of revolunon n
order that a new rulng class may gam power whose
only motive 15 material gamns and which demands
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freedom only to enjoy the pleasures of prosperity?
Sociahism might succeed 1n distributing wealth more
“farly” 1t mught even ncrease productivity, but it
could not eradicate the fundamental evil that power
1s permutted to rest m the hands of “crvilians” whose
only aim 1s worldly happmess Soctalism 1s the creed
of one side m the class-war and for this reason 1t
cannot overcome 1t For the fundamental fault hes
not 1 the capitalst system as such, but m the hearts
of the mdividual men and women of whom that
system 1s made up If their hearts can be changed,
and therr mtclhigence properly disciphned, then the
system will nght 1tsclf and become not the master
whom the statesman must obey, but the scrvant of
the philosopher-king

* For this reason Plato would feel only disgust for
the Communist glorsfication of mateusal and tech-
nological advance The worship of machme power
and of natural science would seem to lum merely
vulgar, and he would laugh at the self~complacency
with which Russia asserts that she 1s outstripping her
capitabist rivals Yflato wns not an opponent of ap-
plied science  he would have encouraged any research
which mcreased man’s control over nature and thus
contributed to the happiness and secunty of the
civilan population Believing that it 1s the purpose
of the Statc to make men happy, he was bound to
welcome scientific advances which really contributed
to that end YBut for hum the chief virtue of science
was not its practical application pure science, the disin-
, terested search for truth, was an end m 1tself, and
the real scientist was the man who pursued truth to

o
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the exclusion of all other interests Thc philosopher
must alwaysbe-zpure scientist mn thus sense and pre-
fer knowledge to matenal happiness, whereas the
avihan sees only the material benefits which science
can give

Plato would not therefore object to the Com-
munist’s belef in science as such, but to hus stress
ron 1ts utilitartan aspect )He would be pleased to see
the possibiliies of matersal happmess steadily -
creasing under the Five Year Plan, but he would
ask why the ruling class scemed as pleased as thewr
subjects with these advances Gt 1s not, he would
argue, the function of government to make men
rich, but to make them good,)and it 1s therefore
no proof of the excellence of Communism that 1t
can outdo capitalsm m the production of wealth
Wealth 1s as great an evil as poverty, and a Govern-~
ment which encourages people to think mn terms of
wealth 15 sowmg the seeds of a mew class-war)
Granted that Russia grows really wealthy, how can
a people, taught to regard material success as the
hughest end, fal to be divided agamst itself and to
break up mto factions each claumng a larger share of
the booty? How can 1t fal to become imperiahst
and seek to exploit the natural resources of others?
And lastly, how can its rulers, who extol materal
&uccess, avoid the corruption of their own motives
and the secret pursmit of personal gan >

We shall return later to thus criticism of Communst
1deals, but already we can observe that Plato would
consider Russian Communism as an attempt to impose
the standards of Western avilization on a barbaran
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country, arguing that, for all thewr differences of

political orgamzation, Russia and Amenca are linked

by the tie of a common aim They are societies

dominated by the acqusitive stinct Their 1deals\
are those of the technicians and craftsmen and bankers,

whom he had relegated to his third class,(theu

phiosophy_ of Ufe 15 matertabstic and anti-religious,

su‘pglessmg_the_spgig_{'true phalosophy—the scarc—:h

for the eternal principles of human conduct—and~

enslaving reason to material progress Giving the.
Inghest place to natural science and the conquest of

nature, they-put_power mto the hands_of men who

have not duly considered the ends for ‘which power

should- be used _Just as Amencari” Republicanism’ 1s',
the philosophy of the privileged classes, who enjoy

the benefits of the industrial revolution, so Com-

mumsm 15 the creed of the outcasts and explosted,

who clam their share of the wealth” Both of them

are products of the acquisiuve mnstmet”

The difference between mdustrial democracy and
the Commumst State hes therefore not m their ends,
but m therr methods, and Plato mught well suggest
that, whereas the former cannot obtam permanent
success, the latter can, smce it 15 the wholehearted
and scientific application of reason to the maximiza-
tion of wealth Russiz and America are both devoted
to this end, but Communism, because 1t has articulated
its principles and become fully selfconscious of 1ts
nature, will succeed where America will fal If
material progress 1s accepted as the only end of
man—and this 15 the underlymg assumption not
only of Marxism but of Liberal democracy—then,
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1n a soctety based on free labour and not on slavery,
the Communist State 1s the only proper form of
pohtical and economic orgamzation Any other
system will lead to slumps and economic disturbances
which will lunder the march of material progress
'Communism therefore 1s Liberalsm punfied of its
inconsistencies and sentimentahities—the theology of
collective wealth—and as such 1t 1s the fiercest enemy
of true philosophy

But m spite of condemnung 1ts 1deals, Plato would
be passtonately mterested m the Russian experiment,
jJust because 1t 15 a self-conscrous attempt to plan
human soctety m accordance with a clear philosophy
of hfe Commumnist philosophy may be wrong, but
it 1s a philosophy, and the rulers of Russia are mdeed
philosopher-kings who have organized their State on
clearcut philosophical prmaples For this reason
Plato would find much to praise i the political and
sogal structure of the Us s R

bove all, he would admire the orgamzation of

the Communist Party, an élite tramed for public
service, subjected to military disciplime, and schooled
to accept without question the philosophy and the
policy of 1ts leaders )Thg party member 15 the political
soldier of Communism, who sées to 1t that through-
out the length and breadth of the land the plans of
the philosopher-kings are carried out by the subject
classes His task demands two qualities, courage and
obedience—the willingness to die for beliefs accepted
on_trust from the few who know.  Plato m the
Academy had sought to tram “admmustrators” of
this sort, and the programme for therr education
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which he sketched m the Republict could be accepted
without demur by any Russian educationahist (Hc,
too, had seen that the heroic self-sacrifice and
asceticism which such public service demands, can
only be found m a select and highly tramed elite,
mspired by a great idea, for the sake of which they
ate glad to sacrifice their own lives, as well as the
lives of others)in Communist Russia he would have
scen the tyranny of just such an idea and it would
have confirmed his own belief that real cival courage
1s only granted to the fanatic who 1s so convinced of

the nghtness of Ius plan that he cares more for the’
1dea of human happness id justice than for actual
happmess and actual justice For the sake of the
Five Year Plan, the Commumst s willing to 1m-
pose hardship and even death upon hus fellow-workers
His eyes atc fixed on then future happiness, so he can
cheerfully neglect their present suffermgs

Here, then, Plato would find a resemblance between
his own 1deal State and Communist Russia (Both ar
attempts to make hfe conform to a strctly rauon%\
pattern, which the plulosopher beheves essential fo
human happmness, and to impose this pattern of life,
goveinment 15 placed 1n the hands of an élite tramed
to obey the philosophers’ commands But the re-
scmblance does not stop there Plato would have
agrecd with the Communmst that 1t 1 quite useless to
entrust the hives of men and women to the care of
any picked body of rulers, however pure therr

1 The reference 1s to Books II-IV 'The education of philosophers
in Books VI~VII must be sharply distinguished Herc, of course,
there 1s no analogy with Soviet methods
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motves, if you allow any vested mterest to flourish
unchecked No combination of citizens intent on ther
own ecortdomic ends must be allowed to threaten or
cajole the government, whether 1t be a company
anxious to mcrease its profits or a trade umion
formed to protect the standard of living of the
poorer classes Every vested mterest 1s a danger to
good government, and there 1s no way of preventing
their mfluence except to abolish them altogether
Plato and Lenin were both prepared to do this)
There 15, mdeed, a deep sumlanty between the
temper of the two philosophers They both held that
philosophy and science cannot be permutted to stand
aside from hife and contemplate the scene Philosophy
must leave the Academy and capture power if
human happiness 1s to be achieved Plato believed
the philosopher must become king Lemn achieved
1t It was the behef m the practicability of phlosophy
which made both of them so ruthless m the use of
force Those quahties n Communism which shock
us most, 1ts suppression of the opposition, 1ts sacrifice
of the individual Iife to the great plan, its hostihity
to all rival creeds, are the qualiies which Plato would
have most admired They are qualiies of a philosophy
which knows exactly what Iife should be, and regards
as bigoted superstitions all rehgions and philosophies
which differ from 1t Neither Plato nor Lenin would
have hesitated to order the death penalty for heresy
and deviations and therr apparent mhumanity was
due to thewr complete certamty of the nghteousness
of their cause and the truth of their phulosophy Both
claimed that meraless austerity would m the long
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run prove itself meraiful If surgery 1s needed, 1t 1s
not mercy but fear which prompts us to put aside
the kmife

Two objections will be rased to this analogy
between Plato and Lenin In the first place, 1t seems
blatantly to contradict an earlier assertion that, on
Plato’s view, Communism 1s essentially a materiahst
and acquusitive philosophy, and mn the second place,
it 15 at variance with Lemn’s own doctrine of the
dictatorship of the proletariat The answers to these
objections will perhaps clarify the Platomic attitude to
Communism

Let us begin with the second The philosophy of
Marx and Lenm was based on the observed fact of
class-conflict and class-domination, and the theoretical
conclusion that the dictatorship of the proletariat wall
m the end abolish class-confhict Commumsm holds
that the classs-war will develop until erther the
proletariat seizes power or civilization breaks down,
and 1t therefore asserts that the dictatorshup of the
proletaniat 1s mevitable if avilization 15 to survive
But the dictatorship of the proletariat means not
that each proletarian should be s own king and
govern himself as he did at Athens, but that the
Government should serve the mnterests of the pro-
letariat and suppress their oppressors For this to be
achieved, government must be m the hands of
“philosophers” with an admumstrative staff (the
Communist Party) and the proletariat must be
subjected to a new dictatorship, or ruling class

On this pomt there 1s no real difference between
the views of Plato and Lenin Plato also beheved that
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the government should serve the mterest of “the
avihans” and be freed from the corrupting mfluence
of “vested mterests ” But he was philosopher enough
to avoid so ambiguous a phrase as the “Dictatorship
of the Proletanat,” and to admt that mn a totalitarian
State there are no dictators except the few who
control the miltary and admimstratve machme
Stalin 15 as absolute a ruler as any Platonic philosopher-
kin
' /V%/hcre Plato and Lenin would part company 1s m
‘the selection of the ruling class )Lcmn made lus
appeal to the industrial workers and to ntellectuals
who had thrown m therr lot with them, and the
Communst leaders were chiefly drawn from these
classes Seemng that a gigantic lever was needed to
overthrow the existing order, he appealed to the dis-
content of the mdustrial masses on whose work the
system depends Proletarian solidanity was the means
he employed for making a revolution and giving
power to the Communust philosophers, and picked
proletarians werc members of his admmustrative
¢lite But Plato was convinced that the working
classes, like everyone else engaged m wndustry or
trade, were mcapable of political wisdom) His rulers
were to be drawn from the nobility and the landed
gentry, and though he did leave room for the pro-
motion. of a worker, he considered such cases so
unimportant that he made no proper provision for
1t He really wanted a heredstary ruling caste, and
for this reason he condemned general education as
destructive of political disciplme

But the difference between Plato and Lenm 1s not
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simply a difference of opmion about the pohucal
capacittes of the working classes Even if Plato went
to Russia to-day and saw that self-educated working-
class people like Stalm can become rulers of one-
sixth of the world, he would stll have mamtaned
that these were exceptions, and that niost people,
whatever class they come from, are mcapable of
poliical responsibihty He mught have been quute
willing to draw lis ruling caste from the working
classes, but he would still have mamntamed a ngid
separation of ruler and subject, and excluded the mass
of the people from any share m frammg policy
On this pomt he would have found himsclf m dis-
agreement with orthodox Communism which denies
that the party 1s a ruling caste and tries to make 1t a
flexable voluntary orgamzation open to anyone with
correct views and enthusiasm for public service
Communist theory beheves in general education
and the participation of every citizen m government,
and urges that the Sowiet system 1s specially con-
structed to attamn this end It denounces the idea of a
ruling class and looks forward to a time when all
will be fit to govern

Plato would not, however, pay much attention to
the theonst, and would treat lum i much the same
was as he treated the educationahst mn an carhier
chapter “I am content,” he would say, “to see the
facts as they are In Russia to-day you have an able
statesman m control He has built up a political machme
whuch 1s able to crush all rivals, and of the theorsts
and 1dealists who once collaborated with um the
majonity are now dead or m exile I have every

N
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sympathy with Stahn, and I consider that on his
prmciples he 15 fully justified m all that he has done
Seemng that the ‘noble he’ of democracy and pro-
letartan freedom was necessary to umite the people
and to overthrow the Government, he used 1t at the
proper time Now that it has served its purpose he
sees clearly that 1t must be suppressed and that those
mnocents who mistook myth for reality must be
quetly put away He knows that government 1s an
affair of the few, and that an efficient bureaucracy 15
mcompatible with popular control And so, pre-
ferring the wealth of the people to all else, and secemng
that 1t can only be obtamed by the wron disciplne of
reason, he nghtly denounces as heretical those who
seek to itroduce discussion and debate mto is
ordered kingdom, and to rase among lus subjects
the banner of true democracy and popular control
For consider what would happen if the people were
to be given any voice m the affawrs of State Faction
and stnfe would grow, autonomy would be de-
manded here, expansion there, and worst of all,
the Communist Party, now the obedient and united
mstrument of government, would become a vulgar
centre of debate and discussion Stalin 1s mdeed wise
If 1 understand him anght, he will see to 1t that

ucation 1s used to pr. not critigsm _and

—

WWJW@M Where
finds revolt, he will ruthlessly crush 1t when
myths become awkward he will discard them and
substitute new ones For he, ke Marx and myself,

s imbued with a promlﬂq_ﬂm?ﬂ&ﬁ dity

of the common man, and an equal certamty that he
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and his chosen friends alone are m possession of the
knowledge which can bring happmess to men

“Most of all T admire his mastery of propaganda
and the sly humour of his employment of the
‘noble Le’ Deciding that the tume has come to crush
all opposition, he first publishes 2 new and demo-
cratic constitution, and then shoots the advocates of
freedom Thus he accomplshes two ends, both
establishing 2 democratic constitution and ensuring
that there will be no one to make use of 1t In this
he shows modesty as well, and that readmess to
learn from hus enemues which 1s the mark of 2 true
statesman Observing the ease with which the ruler
of Germany conducts plebiscites and elections and
yet ensures that the voting 1s always correct, he has
resolved even to outbid Hitler and to build up the
full machmery of representative mstitutions He knows
that the ficade will at once satisfy the people’s craving
for power, and decently veil from pubhc curiosity
the workings of actual government For he has
observed that, where a people 1s disciphned and has
learnt to respect authomty, there democracy can
safely be allowed, since no one will abuse 1t wathout
general disapproval, and he has seen how in England
a strong soctal tradition can ensure the position of a
rubing class more firmly than force of arms or threats
of violence or even a mumstry of propaganda With
these examples before hum he has decided that the
time 1s ripe for Russia to enter the ranks of the con-
servative nations which have evolved a stable order
of society and a proper dishke of equalitarian senti-
ment He will mamtain bus secret police and hus
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machinery of mternal power for some time to come,
but I have no doubt that Russia will soon become
an mdustrial nation, richer than all others, less tinged
with Radicalsm and Liberal licence, and thercfore
more able to assert her impernal designs agamst a
divided and distracted worlde~”
" “But much though I admure Stalm, I must confess
that I 1egard him as the greatest enemy of truth and
knowledge Not only has he false 1deals, but he has
developed a philosophy to jusufy them as perverted
as 1t 15 persuasive Denymg the exstence of God and
the hope of a futurc life, he preaches the pursmt of
the things of this world, and sees in the freedom to
enjoy wealth and honour and power the highest
pleasures of man For lum man 1s an object, the
sourcc of whose movements can be found i natural
causes, whose 1deas are the product of necessity, and
whose cvery action 15 predictable by scientific law
And so he regards ieason as the natural servant of
ammal desire, and seeks to control nature only to
subject 1t once more to the tyranny of human appetite
and greed Denymng the cxistence of the rational
soul, he cannot himself contemplate the reality behind
the worldly appearances, or pursue a happmess not of
this world but of the next Through this ignorance of
true philosophy he has raised science, which should
be the servant of reason, to the throne of reason itself
and has proclaimed as the ultimate reality the transient
process of history which comes to be and passes
away, a chaos of meaningless events

“The foolsh and short-sighted will laugh at my
observations and remark that a false philosophy can
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harm no one, and this will be true as long as philo-
sophy 1s merely the recreation of the young or the
hobby of the old—as 1t 1s m England But Staln has
harnessed a nation to the realization of hus philosophy
on earth, and now there are mulhions of human
bemgs who will carry out hus will At present they
are pacfic and friendly, for Russia has far to go
before 1t has exploited 1ts natural wealth to the full,
but the tme will come when the lust for power and
the greed to subject all men to their plan will grow
strong m the rulers 'When that ime comes only the
mfluence of true philosophy and self-control can
restramn the unruly passions But philosophy will be
long smce dead and, as m the days of Pericles and
of Napoleon, the revolutionary cry tor bread and
Justice will become the imperial demand for power _
?“Such 1s my verdict upon Stalin and upon the Future
of Russta But as for the young men and women m
your country who become converted to Com-
mumsm, not because of its materialist 1deas or the
hope 1t offers of future prospenity, but owmg to a
spurt of dissatisfaction with the exsting order, and a
longing to free their countrymen from bondage and
misery—to them I should say Beware of harnessmg
your fine 1deals to a doctrine which exalts material
prosperity and whips up the hatred and greed of an
oppressed class Your 1deals wall not harmomize with
the passions of those whom you would help and
when you have hberated the oppressed, you will
find that they 1 turn become the oppressors Be clear
then m your own minds that mn any revolution,
polttical power must be retamed by you and your
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like, if any social improvement 1s to be gamed, and
that 1t will be your first duty to throw mto new
bondage those whom you have freed, and ruthlessly
to suppress the prophets of materialism and hate
rSurrender then your illusion that dictatorshup 1s only
, a step on the way to freedom, and dream no longer
' that 2 time will come when the seeds of class~conflict
will die and the State can wither away The common
man will always need the discipline of the few and
will always abuse political power, because the
reason which 1s withm him 1s not strong, he can
never submit himself voluntanly to the rule of law,
or enjoy true freedom
“Your mstinct and the teaching of your Churches
make you reluctant to admut this fact, which 15 con-
firmed daily by common experience And so you
preach the equality of man and dream of a tme
when the human race wall hive at peace, each man
proceeding upon his appomted way as effortlessly as
the divine planets move m their perfect otbits, never
crossing one another’s paths or fathng m thewr duty,
a starry system of rational beings
“My young friends, that 1s 2 noble 1deal which I
share, but do not expect that you will see 1t
here on earth Perhaps i heaven you will con-
template reality m this world you must attempt to
give to sluggish and reluctant matter a semblance of
order and form You cannot legislate for rational
bemgs, but must be content to compel a stupid race
to avoid the worst consequences of its stupidities For
statesmanship, unhke philosophy, 1s the art of the
second best It aims, not at perfecting man, but at
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preventing hus further deterioration and the prudent
statesman will be content if he can leave us country-
men no worse off than he found them One of your
teachers once said, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven 1s within
you’ He was a wise man and he surely meant that
perfection can be contemplated by the mind’s eye
but can never be given earthly form If you neglect
this saymg and, believing that man on earth can
hive the life of gods, encourage your fellow-men m
this false hope, for all your religious 1deals and good
mtentions you will end by destroymg what hede
beauty and order we possess

“Be content then with smaller hopes, separating
clearly from one another your religious 1deals and
your piactical aims, and recogmzing that perfection
1s not of this world, but of the next And at all costs
avoid that hercsy which teaches that 1n the history of
the human race we may tiace a progress from im-
perfection towards perfiction Your Communism 1s
the product of an age of eager hopes and aspirations
which falsely mterpreted the discoveries of natural
science as signs that the world was evolving towards
the good, and that a spint of reason was directing
that evolution It believed that reason must i the end
prevail and that the workings of historical necessity
would finally produce the earthly mllennium This
belief 1s an empty delusion which mustakes material
progress for spiritual betterment, and mcreased wealth
for an mmprovement of manners When I observe
you and compare you with my countrymen, 1 notice
many dstinctions of convention and habit, and a
difference m the importance attached to particular
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virtnes We prized courage, mgenuity, good taste,
and indcpendence of spirit  you Englishmen seem to
prefer kindness and honesty In this you are different
but not better than we, and your differences are the
result not of your acuons but of conditions for the
most part outside your control, such as your greater
wealth and your mastery of nature These ‘blessings’
have softened the struggle for survival and so enabled
you to afford a gentle and humamtarian sentiment,
and othcr such luxunies which m our epoch were not
permtted It 15 no truc vartue to live according to
the standards of your age and to fulfil the oblga-
tions of your soctal code Anybody equipped with
mtellect and a httle sclf-nterest would do that!
The truly virtuous man 1s he who has raised humself
above habit and convention and by his knowledge
has cniticized and changed the manners of his fellow-
atizens The history of our race 1s the sombre tale of
how a few good men fiom time to time have seen a
hittle further than their fellows and rescued them from
thewr musery But no such mmprovements are per-
manent, always the world shps back into self-assertion
and greed, reverting from the truth it fears to the
half-truths and hypocrisies which are natural to 1t

“I hived 1n a ime when the circle of time was mov-
mng from good to bad, from order to disorder, from
beauty to chaos The avilizanon which our fore-
fathers had bwlt up was shpping back into barbarism
and anarchy Art was degenerating mto prettiness
and the old civic virtues were disappearmng A—few
of us, among them Socrates, understood We had no
illusions that 1n some distant future man would be
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perfect and the State would wather away we onl
hoped to stop the collapse, seemng that as things gre
worse, not less but more force would be necess
to mamtan law and order and social security So I
planned my 1deal State as a brake on the wheel of
tume, not as a stage i the progress of man and
when I wished to gaze on perfection, I fixed my eycs
on the eternal realities which do not change, and
the beauties which cannot fade because they are not
of this world, knowmg that here at least m purc
philosophy I had a friend uncorrupuble by the
mevitable processes of change and decay

“When I look on your civilization and observe the
nfts which are apparent m 1t, the uncertamty of 1ts
econonuc order, the dangers of war, and the break-
down of rchgion and morality, I do not feel 2
stranger For you too are born mto an epoch of dis-
soluion, and can no longer look forward to the
unconquerable march of progress Try though you
may, you cannot believe that next year will show a
splendid advance on last, that Providence 1s on your
side, and that you necd only lend assstance to the
poweis of good which by ther own propulsion are
pressing on towards perfection And therefore your
Communist philosophy which you chng to 15 out o
date, and you no longer belicve your own assertio:
that dictatorship 1s only a stage on the way to free-
dom You repeat the slogans and the catchwords
and the 1deals of freedom, but they sound hollow and
wsincere  because you know they can mnever be
realized by the dictatorship you advocate or by any
other means Be contunt then to sce your fellow-men

P
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as they are, and to foresee that they will degenerate
unless you prevent 1t concern yourselves as pol-
tictans with the one queston—how can we save a
Ittle of our avilizanon from the collapse which
threatens 1t, and renounce all alhes whose 1deal 1s
ather freedom or matenal prosperity > Do not count
on progress or providence, or dialectical matersalism
to do your work for you, but recogmze yourselves
as 2 tiny company of mdividuals on whose actions
the happmess of your country depends, and by whose
philosophy the nghtness of these actions 1s m turn
determmed

“I read the other day a poem by one of your few
great prophets and 1t scemed to express perfectly the
spinit of your age and the problems you must face

Turning and turning m the widenmg gyre

The falcon cannot hear the falconer,

Things fall apart the centre cannot hold,

Mete anarchy 1s loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide 15 loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of mnocence 1s drowned,

The best lack all conviction, while the worst

Are full of passionate mtensity

Surely some revelation, 1s at hand,

Surely the Second coming 1s at hand

The Second Coming' Hardly are those words out
‘When a vast image out of Spustus Mund

Troubles my sight, somewhere m sands of the desert
A shape with lion body and the head of a man,

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,
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Is moving 1ts slow thighs, while all about 1t

Reel shadows of the mdignant desert birds

The darkness drops agam, but now I know

That twenty centuries of stony sleep

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,
And what rough beast, 1ts hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born»t

I would advise you to consider this prophecy and,
bearng 1t m mind, to give up your Utopias and
your reckless belief m the commes man Judge
Russta not by theory, but by fact, and study Stahn
the ruler, not Marx the publicist When you have
done so, I am sure that you wall resolve to impose
on your country a dictatorship as severe and as per-
manent as the Russian, and to drive out the philosophy
of materiaism as ruthlessly as Stalin has banished
the spint of true phiosophy and the belief m the.
immortal soul ”

1 W B Yeats, Collected Poems, pp 210-11
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PLATO to lus friend Anstotle, Greetings Knowmg,
my dear Anstotle, your mterest m the classification
of constitutions, I have long mtended to wrte to
you concernmng my journey back to the world of
space and time and to relate my experiences to you
Now that occasion offers and I am returned to
England, where I am at present a guest, [ am anxious
to pose you a problem which will tax even your
genwus for analysis and definuon For I have visited
one of these modern nations called Germany and
studied its new revolutionary government, and I
am still puzzling myself to discover m which of my
classifications I shall put National Socialism—thus 1s
the name they give both to their creed and to their
constitution

Let me, therefore, expound to you quite simply
the problem which confronts me And m order that
this matter may be perfectly clear, you must excuse me
if I narrate to you something which happened to me
during my stay m the capital of Germany For while
I was there I attended a great assembly of the people
In one covered hall were gathered close on thirty
thousand men and women—though you will be glad
to hear the women took no part save to applaud and
to look with pleasure on the umiforms and physique
of the men The gathermg was well disciplined and
gay with flags and untforms and the public—unhke
our own unruly Greek assemblies—applauded only
at certamn pre-arranged times, and then not with the
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confused hubbub of a democratic crowd, but with
short and mcsive shouts like the barking of well-
tramed dogs At this I was well pleased, since they had
clearly come not to criticize their leaders but to
recewve from them mspiration and hope

There were many speakers, but two particularly
attracted my notice The first was a small lame man,
whose face bore a strong resemblance to the Hattite

which we used sometimes to see n the Peraeus

He was clearly a demagogue, not concerned with
truth but with persuasion, and I therefore studied all
that he smd most carefully, bemng anxious to learn
what sort of “noble he” the National Socalists pro-
vide for thar common people But the second
speaker was a philosopher, a learned man tramed m
academic research and professing to distingush trath
from rhetoric, and to hum I also listened carefully
m ordez to discover what 1s the philosophy of National
Socialism, the esotenic truths of the fath which none
but the elect can understand

In order that you may appreciate my difficulty to
the full, I will repeat to you—as well as I can re-
member it—something of what each speaker said
Do not convict me of falschood 1f some detals fall
short of perfect accuracy, but rest assured that the
general tenor 1s correct After much else, which s
not to the pomt, the hittle man who looked hke a
Hittate spoke as follows

“  for Nanonal Socialism springs from the Ger-
man soul and boldly vindicates the German conception
of race as the fundamental umty upon which the State
must be based It claims that the deep sense of com-



230 PLATO TO-DAY

munity, which we Germans feel when we stand
together on the field of battle, cannot be analysed
mto an 1deological superstructure whose real basis 1s
mercenary self-seeking Only a people who have per-
mutted their stock to be contammated with the blood
of colomal peoples can accept the individuahst
philosophy of hfe which founds the State upon the
rationahstic contract of a gang of Jews We Germans,
thanks to a deep sense of blood-brotherhood which
bmds us together and which enables us to reject
mstinctively any ‘citizen’ of mongrel stock, know that
the doctrmmes of Liberalism and Democracy and
Marxism are all vanants of one foul disease wath
which the Jews seek to nfect our people, to weaken
its strength and so to gan the upper hand For we
have seen how those conspirators rigged up the con-
stitution of Weimar—with 1ts mathematical ‘equahty,’
its ‘mdividual nghts,” and 1ts ‘toleraton’—with the
express purpose of eradicating our true German
tradition of obedience to leadership, self-sacrifice for
the community and death for the traitor

“For we must be clear m our mmds, fellow-
Germans, that the enemy 1s crafty and sly Dividing
his forces, he gives them different names and pre-
tends they are opposed to one another He does that
to decerve you and to lull you mto false securty
In France he veils lus filthy countenance under the
form of demecracy In Russia he openly flaunts the
Jewssh 1deal of class-hatted But he cannot hood-
wink us World-capitalism and Communism are both
mternationahist orgamzations willing to sacnifice every-
thmg to swell therr money-bags, and to suck the
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blood of women and children Democracy 1s lmed
up on the sde of Marxist dictatorship and the
cammals of east and west are employmg the League
of Nations once more to encircle our country and to
deny us our place m the sun

“This world conspiracy agamst the German people
1s proved by the famous Protocol of the Elders of
Zion It does not affect my argument that this protocol
1s sad to be a ‘forgery’ so-called scientsfic proof
cannot contravert the fact that 1 that document the
very essence of Hebraic Reason 1s disclosed No
scientist can disprove our racial theory since 1t does
not consist of biological concepts but 1s the expres-
sion of the German philosophy of hife Raciahsm 1s
not an mternational science but 2 German creed, and
though ten thousand mtellectuals disprove it, our
own German blood will scorn thewr rational argu-
mentation we shall always xkwow deep down and
mstinctively who our enemy1s World Jewry does not
simply mean the subhuman members of the Jewsh
species world Jewry 1s the spinnt of Jewssh reason
wherever 1t 1s found, the spint of Jewsh religion
m every land, the octopus of class-war and capitalist
cruelty which threatens to strangle the Aryan race,
to dry up its hfe-blood and so to weaken our
European culture that 1t succumbs to the menace of
Ornental Bolshevism

“It 15 this spmit of Jewssh reason which i the last
two hundred years has permeated European culture
and well-mgh destroyed 1t In capitahsm 1t mnvented
an economic machine to exploit the natural wealth
of nations and to divide the spoils among the high-



232 PLATO TO-DAY

priests of world finance a machine whose impenalism
and rapacity mobihzes the masses to fight not for
their countries but for the mterests of world Jewry
In Chnstiamty 1t found a rchgion of humility and
brotherly love to sap the vitality of the race so that
Chrstan humamtarians now spend mulhons a year
on preserving the unfit and the cripples and m en-
couraging them to breed at the cost of the healthy
and strong In Liberalism and Communism 1t found
philosophies ready to make the nonsensical assertion
that all men are equal and rational, to deny blood-
brotherhood and the distinction of leader and follower
and so to subject the Western world to the rule of
the machme and of finance In democracy 1t found a
system of government calculated precisely to accen-
tuate party dufferences, to put power mto the hands
of political bosses and to destroy the natural leader-
ship of the nation Jewish reason instigated the
fallure of democracy m order to mtroduce com-
munism, and finally to enslave the German people
to Jewish Bolshevism

“But Jewish reason has not been content to befoul
our pohtics It has sceped mto our umversities and
schools Everywhere 1ts destructive sput of ridicule
has tried to weaken our German spint and to replace
German culture and manners with the drab morahty
of an mternational cultural Bolshevism Culture, my
friends, springs from the orgamic life of the race
Cultural Bolshevism tries to kill that hfe by clampng
on us all the machme-made products of the ntellect
It destroys imagmation and romance and replaces
them with rationahstic cleverness
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“Everywhere you look, you will find the enemy
True to his loathsome nature, he knows the arts ot
concealment and subterfuge, of ahas and alii You
must smell him out and when you have found hum
I know that you will not be knock-kneed or smivel
Chnstian sentimentalities, but will have your revolvers
ready

“But let us turn to the posiave side of our task
National Socialism has triumphed 1t has destroyed
democracy and forestalled the Commumst con~
spiracy withm Germany self It has knocked on
the head a few Soctalists and Liberals and Pacifists
and Democrats—incurable degencrates—and 1t has
locked up the cases which were not so hopeless and
given them a taste of German cducation The
German people has been freed from its slavery to an
un-German creed, and, conscious of 1ts destiny once
more, 1s working as a1 blood-brotherhood for the
Cause The faction and dissenston bred by parha-
mentary mstitutions has been suppressed the doctrine
of class=war has becn eradicated from the German
heart, and the employee and employer collaborate
once more for the good of the nation Only the
Churches have been reluctant to toe the lne, but,
since we have the youth of the nation behind us, we
can afford to disregard the smvelling scrupulosities of
Lutheran greybeards and of the black moles Germany
has rekindled the flame of German tradition, and
strong 1 that tradition we have smashed unemploy-
ment at home and the League of Nations abroad
The whole world trembles before us—or rather, the
statesmen tremble—while the peoples become gradu-
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ally aware of their Aryan mhentance and look to us

to liberate them from their muserzes

I was well pleased with this speech, displaymg, as
1t did, an understanding of the popular mind which
can only appreciate half-truths tricked up m the
vulgar tnmmngs of symbol and myth For I need
not assure you that none of what he sad approxi-
mated even to the truth, or that the Jewish people,
like all others, 1s composed of good and bad, stupid
and mtelligent, and so on But the speaker had seen
that the “noble he” need not take account of scientifi-
cally ascertamable fact, but must always express truth
m the form of a symbol, and so, for reasons which I
need not go mto, he had chosen the Jew to represent
all things evil and dangerous for the common man
But most subtle of all, he had grasped that reason,
which for us 1s the ughest good, 1s for the vulgar a
snare and a delusion, and therefore m his “noble
Lie” he displayed an 1rony worthy of Socrates himself,
making reason and philosophy the chuef cause of all
our troubles, and abusing the Jew for possessing the
most priceless treasure of man How I relshed the
mmpudence of the fellow, seemg well that he had
reason enough and to spare and had yoked 1t to the
service of the very rhetoric and “mtellectualism”
which he so vehemently denounced If he 13 strctly
subjected to the commands of a philosopher, I
thought, he can mdeed be entrusted with the task of
controlling the popular passions For he has the power
of umting them m a common purpose, of making
them forget their present discomforts and pams for
the sake of future bliss, and of fixing m their minds
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the picture of an enemy for whose destruction they
will rsk all But since this enemy 1s only a symbol
with no real counterpart, he can manipulate 1t and
disguise 1t 1n countless garbs, so that anything which
it 13 to the mnterest of the State to oppose and to
destroy, appears to the people as an example of
Jewsh reason, and anything which 1s to be defended
and advanced 1s seen as an mnstance of Aryan virtue
In this way, by the use of these two myths, he 1s
able to raise up a well-mgh fanatical enthusiasm
among the populace for any enterprise which he may
undertake

And I observed that the people were well pleased
with the “noble lie ” Buffeted and bruised by many
years of war and political faction, uncertamn of em-
ployment, and subjected to currency mampulation
and commercial mtrigues on whose mgenumty and
devilments even our traders and bankers would gaze
with amazement, they had grown weary of a self-
government which was no sclf-government, but the
tyranny of pohticians and generals and mdustrialists
They had been filled, as all these modern democracies
were, with vague religious 1dcals of brotherhood and
love and understanding, and had beheved that
parliamentary government was somehow or other
connected with these 1deals And so, when they were
defeated in war, they set up a democratic regime
and stretched out friendly arms to the democracies
which had defeated them Poor souls! They were
speedily disillusioned For the modern democracies
are as nattonahist and imperalist in their actual pohcy—
whatever their sentiments may be—as the Athens of
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Pericles and even of Cleon After the war they set
up a League of Nations which, hke our own Delian
League, degenerated mto an empire, or rather, an
mstrument of empire, for control of which the Great
Powers within 1t fiercely struggled—all the whle
speaking words as honeyed and as high-sounding as
Pericles himself

And so at last the common people in Germany
were schooled by hard necessity to see that democracy
1s only agreeable for a people with money to spend
and rich men to squeeze, and that though 1t 1s pleasant
to allow open competition for shares m a large
cake, 1t 15 not so pleasant to fight for a loaf of bread
agamst rich and mfluenual people For they go off
with the bread and the common man preserves only
the freedom to starve

This the German people saw with regard both to
home and to foreign affairs For mn Germany 1tself, as
the class-war grew fiercer, the plight of the common
people became steadily worse and abroad, the dis-
turbances of trade caused by the Great War com-
pelled the victorious democracies to regard Germany
as a rval and not as a friend, and to seck by every
means to prevent her jeopardizing therr own trade

Thus history was preparing the German people to
accept a revolution and to welcome a dictatorship
whch should 1mpose order upon their own troubled
hives and should, by force of arms and by the rugged
language of the soldier, expose the hypocrisies of the
League of Nations Now among the townsmen and
the labourers m the factories there was a resolve to
mmpose the dictatorship of the Communusts, and this
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might well have been achieved if the leaders had not
befuddled the minds of their followers with talk of
self-government and workers’ control and suchhke
democratic foolery For these leaders could never
make up therr muinds whether they wihed to be
democratic demagogues or dictators, and so the
people had no confidence mn them—which was just
as well—and turned with enthusiasm to the “noble
Lie” of the National Socialists Within the space of a
few months these remarkable men had conquered
power, thanks to the financial a1d which was rendered
by the mdustriabists and to the rhetoric of leaders
like the lame man whom I had just heard

I have related all this to you so that you may
appreciate to the full the capacities of the fellow Rest
assured he does not need to study your Politics m
order to discover how to retam his power And so
let us leave him and turn our attention to the second
speaker

You can imagme with what eagerness I awaited
his words For I said to myself, “He must be no
mean philosopher if he can control a sophist so
cunning as this fellow has proved himself to be But
smce he 15 a gentleman, well-bred and well-educated
(as the first speaker was not), no doubt he has wathin
lim a soul more resolute and an mtelhigence more
powerful than even my friend Dion m Syracuse ” In
this surmuse I was to be sadly disappomted For
Judge of my horror and amazement when he sad
“Fellow Germans, you have heard the wonderful
peech of the Doctor, and you will agrec with me
hat he has expressed the supreme truths of German

. w



238 PLATO TO-DAY

philosophy I am an academuc, and I freely admat to
you that, before the revolution, I did not actively
support National Soctalism I was blinded by the
Jewnsh Press and by my fellow academics—most of
whom, I am glad to say, are now m exile largely
owmg to my zeal—and did not then see the divine
quahties of our leader or the place which God has
given him m German history But now my eyes are
opened and I am content to serve as a humble col-
laborator 1n the great work of national regeneration
I see now that mtellect and cniticism must be schooled
to accept the promptings of mtwtion and of that
knowledge which streams m the blood of the Aryan
and challenges the barren logic of Liberalism I have
renounced that scientific spint whch 1s a product of
Jewsh imtellect and I am devoting my services to
the cause we all have at heart Before the great days
of March 1933 I called myself a philosopher and pre-
tended to study Plato but, m fact, I contented
myself with petty elucidation of the text and tried to
read mto him my Liberal prejudices I confess this
all to you openly, and I thank God that my students
burnt all the books which I then wrote I have now
written a great work entitled Platon und der Ursprung
des Nationalsozialistischen Staatsgedankens For 1t 1s my
mtention to prove to the world that all that 15 true
m philosophy can be found, if you search long
enough, m the pages of Memn Kampf, and that for
this reason Plato, 1 so far as he spoke the truth, was
a prototype of National Socialism In this book I
mamtain that Plato preached the revolution which
Adolf Hitler has so wonderfully carried through,



PLATO LOOKS AT FASCISM 239

the spinitual regeneration of lus people from com-
mercialism, mdividuabism, and cultural Bolshevism
Rejecting the degenerate democracy of Athens, he
turned to anstocratic Sparta and sought in Syracuse
to rekindle the Spartan spirit Sparta was a military
State and the Spartan citizen was a soldier of La~
conia (as hus land was called)—laconic mn s speech
as a soldier should be From boyhood he lived a
soldier’s Iife and the State saw to his education The
boys were divided mto ‘packs’ under the leadership
of an clder boy and were given a Spartan traming
Their food and thewr dress was sumple therr intel-
lectual education, that which a soldier needs They
went barefoot, and they were encouraged to steal of
they were hungry but they were flogged if the theft
was discovered For to learn to steal successfully
teaches the art of ambush and forige which every
warrtor needs This Spartan education 1s a2 wonderful
prototype of our Aryan ideals It subordinates the
mdividual to the State, and the follower to the
leader, and 1t develops those qualitics of courage,
simphcity, and disciphne which are the marks of a
warrior—and of a rulng race

“Sparta was Plato’s 1deal, and 1t 15 our German
ideal too We, like Plato, reject the luxury and
mtrigue and mtellectualism of Athens we reject the
wmperiahsm which democracy brings, we reject the
prncple of mathematical equality which enables
the demagogue and the commercial magnate to rob
the natural ruler of lus power We too clam that the
common people need not self-government but good
government and we beheve that the statesman’s job
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is the education of a warrior class to whom the .
protection of the people can be entrusted.

“But how was it that Plato the Athenian advocated
in his Republic the restoration of the Spartan State:
Because, my friends, Plato was greater than the

. Athens in which he lived. He was able to free himself
~ from her cdrruptmg influence and to recreate in his
mind the vision of the true Greek city-state, a simple
~ community of warrior-rulers and happy peasants,
- and he had the courage to tell his fellow-citizens that
th_cy.must learn their lesson from Sparta. Of course
in his writings there are still traces of the individualism
and intellectualism of Athenian thought; but if we -
are to discover the true Plato we must disregard
these blemishes and realize that Plato, in his early.
 years, fell under the dangerous influence of Socrates,
the prophet of sophancal rationalism, the sceptical
defamer of the city-state. Plato was at first charmed
»"by his: clevemess, his verbal agility, and his apparent
~opposition to democracy, and for many ‘years he suc-'
“cumbed to a dangerous intellectualism, But in the
~ Republic his aristocratic spirit reasserted itself; he re-
_nounced Soctates and claimed kinship with Sparta;
“he discarded toleration and a weak sympathy with -
. the common man and, aware of his spmtual vocation, -
- advocated the concentration of all power in the hands
 of the bearers of Aryan culture—the warriors. The -
* Republic is the abnegauon by the pupil of a perverse
. ‘master, and the assertion that even fncndslnp must be.
 ‘sacrificed to the cause of the Aryan race; it is, indeed,
' the phllosoplucal archetype of that terrible decision -
'_iwlnch our leadcr hunself madc on ]unc 30, 1934 O
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You can imagine my feclings! Dionysius’ book on
- my philosophy? was nothing to this. I was just about
- to rise to my feet when I noticed that the audience
had already become exceedingly restive and that the
chairman had hurriedly pushed the philosopher off
the dais, I therefore made my way towards him,
plucked him by the sleeve, and disguising my
ldenul:y, said to him with all the self-control I could
‘muster, “I should be obliged if you could speak to
me for a moment.” The philosopher rccognized
me for a foreigner by my accent and (hoping, I
~ presume, to advance his position by persuading me
“of the excellence of all things German) immediately
complied with my request.
I will not waste your time with the detals of our
~conversation. Anxious to retain the sobriety which
is the mark of the true philosopher, I did not at once
attack him for his slanders on the memory of Socrates,
but turned the talk to Sparta and politely expressed
- my interest at his delight with Spartan ideals. I asked
him if he really thought that Germany was like
Sparta, and when he replied affirmatively, I reminded
him that in Sparta the Helot serfs outnumbered the.
~ Spartans by fifteen to one, and that for this reason
 the Spartiates, always in fear of revolt; organized a -
sectet police to murder any Helot who showed any

initiative. Did he think that on- this point there was -

any resemblance? Not bothering to wait for a reply,
I went on to show that Sparta was an agricultural

community; that all wealth was forbidden to its

vru]mg c]ass, and that in this way the Spartans avmded e
A . 1 See Plato, Letter VII, 34:
e -
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the impenahsm of Athens With no mterest m
markets or raw matenals and with a ban on the
participation of the citizen m trade, they had no
mcentive to foreign adventures Furthermore the
terror of Helot revolts kept them always at home
Such was the condition of Sparta did he press the
analogy here> D1d he suggest that 1n Germany capital-
1sm had been suppressed or that the National Socialist
was forbidden all access to wealth> Of course he did
not Germany was an mdustrial State with the same
needs and asprrations as any democracy, and m
Germany the mdustrialist has even more mfluence 1n
pohitics than in the democracies

I admut to you that all this was easy game, but I
felt it my duty to expose to this professor of
philosophy the full depths of his ignorance and
turpitude and self~deception, and so I concluded the
matter by saymg, “My dear sir, there were among
the Athenians many who admired Sparta, but none
of us were blnd to her fallngs Plato most of all
attacked the onesidedness of her education and the
vile condition of her serfs As for your suggestion that
your new State has a Spartan constitution sumply
because 1t has adopted her boorishness and cruelty
as an mstrument for suppressmg democracy and
furthermg 1ts 1mperalist pretensions, that 1s fantastic,
and you know 1t ”

He agreed reluctantly, muttering somethmg about
not pressng analogies too far, but I would not let
him go, and went on to discuss the Republic, showing
that I, so far from renouncing Athens, had tred to
fusc together the virtues of Athemian reason with
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those of Spartan morale I had tried to turn the
tyranny of a cruel militarism mto the gentle rule of
the philosopher who 15 resolved to give happmess to
his people, and sacrifices the pleasures of wealth and
farmly to fit himself for the task of ruling I argued
that I denounced militarism as fiercely as I de-
nounced democracy, and that no one had prased
reason and mtellect more highly than I And then I
turned on lum personally and said “My friend—for
we must be frendly to all—you call yourself a
philosopher and you have been privileged to enjoy
all the advantages which money and education can
lavish on a man You have chosen the highest calling
which man can choose and claim to have devoted
yourself to the service of truth and wisdom And yet
you have dared to declire before your countrymen
that philosophy must serve the ‘noble lie’ and that
reason must be the instrument of mtuwtion and of
the blood You call yourself not only a philosopher,
but a patriot too, and yet you dare to besmurch the
name of Socrates who, above all men, strove to
harmonize these two vocations and died m the
attempt I tell you that . so domg you have proved
yourself a coward, unworthy both of philosophy and
of your State For what has happened: A great
revolution bas taken place, and a chance has been
gven to you m that shift of power to make the
mfluence of truth and philosophic mtegrity once
agamn supreme m Germany The people are dis-
aplined and content to obey the commands of the
soldiers and demagogues who have gamed control
And yet you professors and philosophers and
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scientists, mstead of seemng the duty which rests on
your shoulders of gamning control over the new
leaders, and imposing on their myths the law and
order which would give them shape, have accepted
these myths as truth, toadymg to the men you
should command, and intriguing agamst one another
for comfortable positions m the new order It was
your duty to uphold the ntellectualism of Athens,
and to sct 1t over the Spartan vntues of the military
class to see to 1t that the vested interests should not
turn and twist the Aryan myth to their own ad-
vantage, making of your new discipline an mstrument
of selfish economic oppression Above all, you
should have retamed your umversiies pure and
mtact from the noble hes which must be provided
for the lower oiders, and seen to 1t that there, at
least, the spint of pure research was prescrved and
strengthened by a resolution among you all to
shrmk at nothing m order to achieve power m the
State

“But instead of this you have flattered and
pampered the new rulers, hike lackeys fearful of
losmg their weekly wage You have proclaimed as
philosophic truths the myths and symbols of the
polinaans and have allowed your wuversities to
become the home of vulgar propaganda and sophustical
half-truths You wll tell me that 1t was impossiblc
for you to gam power and mfluence, and that the
new rulers were not amenable to reason My good
sit, that may possibly be true, but 1t 15 not a truth
which you have tested My two best friends gave
their lives i the attempt Socrates was exccuted by
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the Athemians, and Dion was murdered at Syracusc
They did not shrink from the uttermost danger to
proclaim the cause of truth on every occasion and to
persuade the rulers to see the error of their ways and
to entrust the conduct of affairs to reason They m
therr time were prepared to give their lives, but you
and your associates will not risk your pay Instead,
you slyly prostirute the cause of truth to rhetoric
and sophistry

“I do not only refer to the members of your
umversities, but to all the ‘educated’ gentlemen who
now sit passive under the tyranny of myth I know
that a few, mspired with true philosophy, have 1e-
tired mto private hfe or fled to cxile so that the
rest of the world may not foiget that your country
was once famous for its promotion of truth, and that
Germans can still prefer philosophy to prospenty
But the majority are hke yourself, and as a result
the ‘noble he’ which could be the means of happmess
to all 15 become an mstrument of nsane destruction
Believed no less by the rulers than by their subjects,
1t has effected not regeneration, but tyranny For the
motuves of your rulers arc ambition and power They
have suppressed democracy only to replace it by
mtngue and secret corruption and palace revolution

“But this 1s not to be accounted to their fault
They are men who know no better, loyal and devoted
when knowledge rules, but cruel and msensate when
power 1s left to them alone Long ago I foretold
what would happen m such a State, and I cannot do
better before I let you go then to repeat to you my
own words
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“ ‘Such then will be the revolunon But after the
revolution how will 1t be governed: It will
dustrust the wise rulers, for 1ts wise men will now be
of mixed character, not simple and sincere as before,
1t will prefer spirited and more straightforward men,
made more for war than for peace, will have a great
admiration for mlitary tricks and stratagems, and wall
always be engaging m war
“‘  These men will be avancious with a
fierce secret passion for gold and sver They wall
have storehouses and treasuries of therr own where
they will store their wealth m secret They will be
ringed round with dwellings, mere private nests
where they may squander a lavish expenditure on
their wives, and whomsoever they please

“*  They will be sparmg of therr money
but theirr desires will make them enjoy spending
other men’s money They will pluck the frmts of
pleasure in secret, running away from the law, hke
boys running away from ther father Compulsion
and not persuasion will have controlled their educa-
tion, because they have neglected the true Muse,
who 15 accompanied by reason and philosophy, and
have honoured gymmastics above music’ 't

“You described,” he said, “a constitution com-
pounded throughout of good and evil ”

“Yes, 1t 15 a compound,” I sad “But one single
feature 13 conspicuous in 1t, and that 1s rvalry and
ambition ”

When I had spoken thus, I bade hum a curt

farewell
1 See Republic, 547
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Such, my dear Anstotle, were my expenences m
Germany, and I have related them at length, because
I was sure 1t would mnterest you to see that human
nature has not changed profoundly since you died
When I return I will ask you to give your opiion
on my analysis of the German State, which I hold to
be a mixed constitution contamng elements of both
timocracy and ohigarchy, and also to chide me if 1
was too severe with the calummator of my frend
Socrates For I remember that you were always calmer
m your judgment and, expecting httle of mankind,
were less shocked by miquity than I
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WE have tried m the preceding chapters to discover
how Plato would have faced the problems of a world
very different from s own We have seen lus
cnucism, and sometimes lis ndicule of existing
mstitutions, and we have discovered some concrete
proposals which he would probably make We
have, m fact, staged the Republic 1 modern dress,
and 1t 1s now for us to consider our own attitude to
1t and to ask ouselves whether we are convinced by
the Platonic analysis and the Platonic solution of our
problems

Before we do so, however, 1t may be wise to dis-
cover how Plato fared in hus own Greek world, and
how his theories worked out when applied m his
own day—to resume, mn fact, the story of hus lfe
which we broke off m the muddle of Chapter §
There we had reached the moment when m 367 he
set sail for Sicly, resolved to tum a king mto a
philosopher  Syracuse, where young Dionysius II
ruled, was at this time the largest city m the Western
world, three times as big as Athens and the Petracus
put together It was the capital of the Sicilian Greeks
and the bulwark of Hellenism agamst Carthage The
menace of Carthage had been for the Western
Greeks the dommating fact of foreign pohtics In
the same year (480) that Athens deftated Persia,
Syracuse, under the mibitary dictatorship of Gelon,
had defeated Carthage and ensured the mdependence
of the Greek aties for half a century Erom 480 to



WHY PLATO PAILED 249

420 they too bad prospered Sicily and South Italy
had become one of the granares of the world and
the centre of considerable industmal activity too
Then m 415 bad come the attempt by Athens to
mclude Sicly m her Empire, successfully repelled by
Syracuse But throughout their history the Western
Grecks were like their Aegean kinsmen Only danger
could umite them, when that was passed they quar-
relled with each other, and Sicly and South Italy
were 1 a statc of mtermittent warfare Prosperity
here, as i the Aegean, brought class-war, democrats
and oligarchs struggled for power 1n each town and
wasted their strength m a war of attriion It 15 not
surprismg  therefore that, when m 409 Carthage
launched a new attack on Sicily, the Grecks fell an
easy prey to a disaphned miltary power In 406
Agngentum was sacked and its lowcly temples
rumed 1n 405 even Syracuse was threatencd Once
more, as m 480, only one thing could save Hellenism
mn the west—mhtary dictatorship to put down dis-
senston, to mstil order and to build up a united
front agamst Carthage In 405 Dionysius I, 2 young
soldicr of twenty-five, seized power m Syracuse
With the help of a hughly paid bodyguard and foreign
mercenaries he smashed the political factions, gamed
the support of the people, and set himsclf up as
democratic dictator Democracy voted itself out of
any but a formal existence

Dronysius was a remarkable man, a lving example
of the Realpolitsker whom Plato portrayed m the
character of Callicles? Power was the only force

1 See page 79
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which he recognized m politics, tradition, hberty,
and amstocracy were for him outworn things
Syracuse must become the centre of the ant-
Carthaginian movement and the mternational anarchy
be crushed He therefore defeated and destroyed many
of the mndependent Greek cities and moved their
populations to new Syracuse, planting m their stead
loyal colontes of soldiers Money was needed for
armaments, he therefore taxed mercilessly, stripped
the temples, and scrupled at no means of collectng
wealth Men were needed to fight, he therefore
freed slaves and serfs, smashed the amstocratic re-
action, and hammered the Syracusan proletariat mto
some sort of unity Hated by aristocrat, mdustrialist,
morahst, and workman alke, abused by historans
and philosophers as a foul and bloody tyrant, he yet
succeeded m forging a war machme with which for
thirty years he kept Carthage at bay, and at last
made a peace by which two-thirds of the island
remamed m his possession

Such was the man whom Plato visited on his first
voyage to Sicly 1 388Bc The philosopher was
deeply shocked by all he saw, the ruthless tyranny
and the luxurious Iife of the court alike disgusted
lim, and he was bold enough to say so Dionysius,
m fury, mqured what his busmess might be m
Sialy, to which Plato rephed that he came to seek
a virtuous man “Waste of time,” said the tyrant
shortly, and the mterview closed But Plato could
never forget the morose grandeur of the soldier who
trusted no friend, lived . terror of assassination and
yet had saved Greek mdependence Condemming
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hum as he did, he could not deny his achievements,
or the brute fact that force had prevailed to achieve
a umty which no gentlemanly discussion of scruples
had achieved *

Moreover, Dion, Plato’s favournte pupi, was an
mfluential figure at the court, lus sister was one of
Dionystus’ wives, his father had been one of his best
generals, and he himself was a trusted negotiator and
a good soldier Through Dion thereforc Plato could
exert a decisive mfluence on the largest city m the
world, the strongest military defender of Greek
mndependence When 1 367 the old tyrant died, Dion
had hoped to gamn some share of power for his own
nephew, but Dionysus II, son of Dionystus’ foreign
wife, was too quick for him and seized the throne
Dion, however, remamed the most powerful indivi-
dual m the court and, m spitc of the opposition of
Philistus, an able general and his nval for power,
persuaded the young man to mvite the famous
plilosopher as lus adviser Dionysius was 2 shrewd
but mexpenenced youth, a dilettante by naturc, and
he was tickled by the idea It scemed possible that
under Plato’s mfluence he nught develop mnto a true
philosopher-king at least 1t was clear that here, 1f
anywhere, was an opportunity to test the practicality
of Plato’s political plans

It 15 essenttal to discover the nature of Plato’s
mtentions when he saled for Syracuse m 367
Fortunately, m the letters which he wrote long after-
wards, he has given us some mdications In the first
place, he was resolved to withdraw Dionysius from

1 See Republic, 566 ff , for a description
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the corrupting mfluence of the court, imbue him
with the moral 1deals of the Academy, and put hum
through the course of mathematical and philosophucal
study which he held to be the necessary basis of
statesmanship Only 1f the tyrant became a philosopher
could the rest of the policy be carried through
Secondly, he was resolved to relax the iron disaphne
of the milhtary dictatorshup which Dironysius I had
exercised over the Sicihan Greeks Force must only
be used to impose justice, and the philosopher-king
must turn his attention to the education of his
countrymen, and to purging the court of its luxury
and selfindulgence A voluntary abnegation of
wealth must be demanded of 1t, and a new ruling
élite must be developed drawn from the anstocratic
families and devoted to the cause of law and order
Thirdly, the Greek cties of Sialy, destroyed by
Dionystus, must be rebuilt on the basis of anstocratic
mstitutions, and set under the constitutional monarchy
of the young philosopher-king

It 15 probable that at this period the Platomic pro-
gramme comprised no more than these three pomts,
smce Plato believed that once the new philosopher-
kings were m power, everything else would follow
of its own accord The new cult was welcomed by
Dionysius and philosophy became a royal craze
Plutarch has given us a picture of this strange
phenomenon

“This was the state of affars when Plato came to
Sialy, who, at his first arrival, was recerved with
wonderful demonstrations of kindness and respect
For one of the royal chariots, richly ornamented, was
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m attendance to receive hun when he came on shore,
Dionystus himself sacrficed to the gods m thankful
acknowledgment for the great happmess which had
befallen lis government The citizens also began to
entertain marvellous hopes of a speedy reformation
when they obscrved the modesty which now ruled
m the banquets and the general decorum which pre-
valed n all the court, therr tyrant himsclf also
behaving with gentleness and humanity m all the
matters of busiess that came before him There was
a general passion for reasonmg and philosophy,
msomuch that the very palace, 1t 15 reported, was
filled with dust by the concourse of the students m
mathematics who were working out their problems
there Some few days later, 1t was the time of one
of the Syracusan sacrifices, and when the priest, as
he was wont, prayed for the long and safc con-
tinuance of the tyranny, Dionysius, 1t 15 sud, 1 he
stood by, cried out, ‘Leave off praymg for ¢vil upon
us’ This sensibly vexed Phalistus and his party, who
conjectured that 1if Plato, upon such bref acquamtance,
had so far transformed and altered the young man’s
mund, longer converse and greater mtimacy would
give hun such mfluence and authority that 1t would
be 1mpossible to withstind hum

The new pohicy was bound to 1aise dismay among
Dion’s mivals Philistus was now bamushed, and 1t
was suspected that the mvitation to Plato was a
device to ensure Dion’s posiion at court The tact~
lessness and sclf-righteous demeanour of Dion did
notlung to dispel the suspiczon The devotee of the
1deals of the Academy was somethmg of a png, and
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his puntanism had a ruthless flavour to 1t which
suggested that ambition and self-nterest were mixed
with 1ts 1dealism Dion at least showed no signs of
surrenderng his palatial house and princely mcome,
or of sacrificing the pleasures of wealth for pure
philosophy But there were more sertous critics,
who urged that the reformers were undomg the
achievements of Dionysius I Sicihan unity had been
achieved and mamtamed by force of arms, and by
the support of the commercial mterests To relax the
dictatorship, to oust ndustry from political control,
and to entrust power to callow 1dealsts, would
break the umty achieved at such terrific cost Hastily
Phulistus, the hard-headed pohtician of the old school,
was recalled, and began to suggest to the young
tyrant the dark motives which Dion’s 1dealism nught
cloak Meanwhile Dionysius’ enthustasm for mathe-
matics had cooled and he began to ask why he should
pursue these weary studies before beginning the more
practical—and glonous—work of reform Plato’s
austerity impressed but also annoyed hum, and his
high moral tone began to jar On the other hand,
the eyes of the Greek world were upon him if he
dismussed Plato, 1t would be said that the great
phulosopher had found him unworthy He decided
on a compromise, bamshed Dion from Sicily, and
retamed Plato m courteous captivity A month or
two later a minor war broke out Dionysius had no
more time for philosophy and bade bis friend a
polite “good-bye,” extracting a promise from hum to
return soon, and on the way home to negottate an
alliance between Syracuse and Plato’s friend, Archytas




WHY PLATO FAILED 255

the Pythagoiean ruler of Tarentum Thus the honour
of both was saved and Plato within a year was back
m Athens, having apparently converted the greatest
tyrant m Greece to his philosophy

It 15 possible that Plato might never have returned
to Syracuse had 1t not been for Dion’s private affaurs
Dionysws, apprehensive that the latter might use has
wealth for counter-revolutionary purposes, con-
fiscated all that Dion had left mn Sicily, and to test
whether he had given up all hope of return, sug-
gested that he should allow his wife (whom he had
left behund) to be married to another courtier Dion
mdignantly refused, whereupon Dionysius began to
sell up hus estate and, anxious to causc a nift betwecn
his rival and the philosopher, mvited Plato to resume
luis posiion as adwviser at Syracuse Plato refused,
whereon, Dionysius, with a polite suggestion of black-
mail, hinted that he would only hand over Dion’s
property if Plato camc The philosopher hesitated,
but a letter from Archytas of Tarentum suggesting
that Syracusc might break off diplomatic relations if
he refused, tpped the scale m favour of another
attempt In 361 he reluctantly returned to Sicily

It secms probable that Dionysius was really mitri-
gued by Plato’s philosophy and anxious to discuss 1t
with um But Plato would not allow the noblest of
human activies to become the hobby of a tyrant,
and sternly demanded that Dionysius should submut
himself to the full rigours of the Academic disciphne
Dionysius refused, but neither he nor Plato (for the
sake of their reputations) could allow the breach to
become public knowledge, and so Plato lived on m
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the acropolis month after month while Dionysius
sold up the rest of Dion’s estate and disposed of hus
wife The court and the mercenaries, decetved by
the official atmosphere of cordiahty, began to suspect
Plato of undue mfluence, and he was nearly killed
durng a mutmy of soldiers demanding higher pay
At last Archytas sent a ship to rescue him and Plato
escaped

Left to himself, Dionyswus continued his phdoso-
phical studies, and tried to carry out the Platomc
programme, founding new caties and giving them
aristocratic constitutions on Plato’s lmes Ideahst
dilettantism began to weaken the structure of the
military dictatorship and 1t was clear that soon
Sialy would again become a prey to Carthagmian
mvasion But Dion had made up lus mund Meeting
Plato on his return, he mformed him that he had
decided to conquer Syracuse and himself to 1mpose
the rule of the philosopher-kings Would Plato help:

His expenences i Sicly had broken Plato’s spimt
He was close on seventy and the enthustasm which
had mspired the writing of the Republic had faded
With 1t had gone the moral certitude which had justi-
fied um m his assertion that truth and night should
mpose themselves byforce Syracusanpoliticshad given
him a dustaste for bloodshed and madc him wonder
if any man were good enough to undertake the
responsibiliies of absolute dictatorship He began to
ask himself if the freedom and hberty of the subject
which he had so fiercely derided were, after all, so
futile At least they gave some protection against
tyranny
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At the breath of these doubts, the Platomc plan
for the salvation of Greece collapsed like a pack of
cards Plato had denounced all constitutional govern-
ment and advocated the dictatorship of the good
His disdun for legal forms and the detals of legis-
lation had been based on a conviction that the educa-
tion of the rulers could replace them Now that he
doubted if such rulers could be produced by hus
Academy, and began to pm his faith to detaled
legislation as a check on absolutism, the political
programme of the Republic became a Utopian drcam
When Dion begged Plato to go with him, the
phulosopher refused, excusing humself on the grounds
of old age and friendslup with Dionysius, and re-
marking sagely that it 1s better to suffcr myustice
than to practise 1t

But the younger members of the Academy wi re not
of the same tempcr For them the Republic was stll
a gospel and Dion the man to realize it Whale Plato
began sadly to work out a constitution and legislative
programme for the new State, Dion was recruting
among hus pupils In 357, with a sclect staff of philo~
sophers and five hundred men, he sct sail to conquer
the greatest city m Grecce The second attempt to
put the dictatorship of the good mto practice had
begun—but the creator of the plan refused to par-
ticipate Instcad, with anxious forchodmgs and a scnse
of future catastrophe, Plato said good-bye to the
man he loved more than any other, and then returned
to teach m an Academy emptied of many of its finest
students

The story of Dion’s explowts m Sicdy 15 a con-

R
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fusion of romance, mtrigue, disillusion, and murder
The philosophers with just five hundred men tumned
out Dionysius, captured Syracuse, and began once
more the attempt to build up a State m which there
should be neither mihtary dictatorship nor yet a
democracy, but an authortarian constitutional govern-
ment The cxperiences of the last ten years had
modified Dion’s enthusiasm for the tyranny of
reason, and he now planned a constitution m which
the powers of the king should be largely formal,
while legislative, judicial, and executive control
should be centred m an elccted commuttee of clder
statesmen The forms of demociacy were also to be
preserved m the meetings of the Assembly and of
the Council, so that the new constitution was really
an attempt to work out a modern system of cabmet
responsibility to a popular assembly, and depended
(as modern democracy depends) for its success on a
social tradition strong cnough to enable the cabinet
to exert real authonty wiule hstening to the wishes
of the people If the cabinet failed to win the people’s
confidence, then 1t would be forced to mtroduce an
open dictatorship if, on the other hand, 1t abused
its position and showed no respect for the constitu~
tion, 1t had power enough to do so with impumty

Dion’s 1deas pleased no one The advocates of
umty and mibtary strength for the war agamst
Carthage saw the reforms as a weakening of central
control The democrats, observing that the com-
muttee of thirty-five was composed of wealthy men
and that all measures for the redistubution of wealth

1 See page 141
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were rejected, concluded that this was merely another
form of polite oligarchy, and one of Dion’s col-
leagues—Heraclerdes—became the leader of a popular
movement for the redistributnion of the land Civil
war broke out, Dion was forced to rely on his
foreign soldiers to quell the disturbances and was
finally expelled by the democrats After a period of
confusion, however, he regamned control and patched
up a truce with Heraclerdes But 1t soon became clear
that if the democratic party were to be suppressed,
open dictatorship was unavoidable Heracleides was
agam at the head of the opposition, and Dion re-
luctantly gave his consent to the murder of hus
colleague

The murder of Heracleides marks the end of the
attempt to put Plato’s philosophy mto practice The
1dealists had been forced by the pressure of necessity
to behave no better and no worse than the old
Realpolitriker whose regime they had denounced the
Republic had proved to be not an ideal constitution,
but another variant of ohgarchy, unwanted by the
people, and as hittle relymg on constitutional action
or justice as naked tyranny Dion was now a
common murderer, iving the selfsame life of fear
and apprehension which he had seen m the courts of
the older Dionystus, and suppressing with the self~
same ruthlessness all popular movements In 353
Kallippus, one-ime member of the Academy, and
trusted mimster at Dion’s court, put himself at the
head of a democratic conspiracy and, breaking into
2 dmner-party at Dion’s palace, murdered hus chief in
cold blood
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It 15 probable that the shock for Plato was not
very great The mussion of the Academy to save
Sialy had ended m vulgar mtriguc and butchery,
and the young men whom he had tramed had proved
no better than their contemporaries unversed m true
philosophy The republic, which Plato had resolved
to buld so perfectly that even Socrates, the con-
scientious objector, could live there with a good
conscience, had proved itself no better than any other
ohgarchy, and worse than the democratic Athens
which he had ndiculed and despised All this was
true, but Plato had seen 1t long before Dion’s death,
and had waited only for the mevitable conclusion
The blood of Dion was on his head he had mspired
him and sent lum to his death, and he had taught
and approved hus actual murderer The application of
phulosophy to practical hfe had faded, and Socrates’
death was still unatoned for by lus disciple Plato had
made 1t his bfe’s mussion to answer the question
Socrates asked and to find the justice which he
sought he had not answered 1t, and 1nstead of estab-
hshing justice he had 1nstigated bloodshed and crvil
strafe

Plato ‘was seventy-five when he heard the news of
Dion’s death In hus latter years he had turned more
and more to pure philosophical speculation and given
to the Academy that academic stamp which 1t was
to bear for the thousand years of its ltfc and to 1m-
press on. all future umversitics He no longer despised
poliics as vulgar and ndiculous he feared them as
the ternble contaminator of pure and holy hves,
and tried to forget hus own pangs of conscience m
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contemplation of eternal reality “It 1s better to suffer
myustice than to practise 1t,” and goodness, he now
saw, could only be achieved by a complete renuncia-
tion of worldly power If just government could not
be attamed by peaceful means, then 1t was better left
unattempted for the philosopher who puts his hand
to bloodshed defiles his own soul and his own
philosophy In the last years of hus hfe Plato was a
pactfist

But appeals stll came from Dion’s friends mn
Sicly, and all over the Greck world the rumour of
the failure of the Academy was rifc Plato could not
renounce politics even now and, summoning together
all his falng strength, he composed two open letters
to lus former pupils in Sialy, at once advisng them
on future policy and defending himself agamst the
charge that he was responsible for the catastiophe at
Syracuse

These Ictters are among the most pathetic historical
documents which we posscss Rambling and dis-
cursive 1m style, they are the work of an old and
broken spirit which fecbly takes up onc defence only
to throw 1t away m disgust and pick up another,
and, scemng that the mamn charge 15 wrefutable, sccks
to divert attention to pomts of detasl Now he tries
to persuade humself that Kallippus was not a real
friend of Dion’s, and that for this reason the murder
was not so rcprehenstble now suddenly, mn the
muddle of narrating hus own cxperiences m Syracuse,
he launches nto a bitter attack on Dionyswus for
publishing a book which purported to be 4n account
of Platonic philosophy, and goes on to concentrate
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m three or four pages a brlhant summary of hss
views on the relations between language, thought,
and reahty But always in the end he returns to his
mam theme, the salvation of Greek aty-life and the
cure of mternational and domestic anarchy which must
be found 1f Carthage 1s to be beaten back, and feebly
suggests to a Sicily, marred once more by a awil
war, that unless men seek justice and obey law, no
true happmess 1s available—cold comfort for men
struggling for their lives, who realized too late that
1t was easier to break down the umity which military
dictatorship had given than to replace it with the
rule of law, and who, remembering the Academy,
held Plato responsible not only for the murder of
Dion but also for the mevitable victory of barbarian
powers which time must bring

In 347, at the age of eighty-one, Plato died Ten
years later the Macedomans conquered Greece, the
age of Greek mdependence ended and the Alexandran
epoch began

At the end of s hfe Plato knew that he had
faled Despite his emmence as a philosopher, he had
not achieved the one thing on which he had set ks
heart His researches m logic, m astronomy, and m
mathematics could satisfy his thirst for knowledge
and ensure him lasting fame they could not console
him for luis falure to solve the problem which
Socrates had set For 1t was precisely the apphcation
of theory to practice, and of philosophy to everyday
hife, which Socrates had demanded and for which he
had died Plato had suppressed his natural mclnation
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to wash Ius hands of politics because he felt himselr
to be Socrates’ disciple, he had dedicated the Academy
to the memory of Socrates, and the falure of the
Academy to win 1ts way to the control of the city-
state meant that Socrates’ death was still unatoned
The spuit of dismterested crincism and scientific
mquiry seemed to have contributed nothing to the
elmmation of social evils It had diagnosed the dis~
ease, but the cure which 1t apphied had been com-
pletely meffective

But does this mean that wisdom and reason can
never be of practical use to the community? If so,
the Academy must and should remain Academc, the
closstered refuge of the few who prefer truth to the
other pleasures of Ife and the politician, the banker,
and the craftsman must and should reject the advice
of the philosopher as useless or positively harmful

If we do not accept this conclusion, then we must
adout that Plato failed, not because he was a philo-
sopher, but because there was something wrong
with the methods which he employed and the plan
upon which he worked, and 1t becomes of vital 1m~
portance to discover these flaws m the programme of
the Republic For by discovering these, we shall be
able to base our own pohtical theory upon sound
principles and to avord the catastrophe which over-
whelmed the Platonic statesmen

In this chapter, then, I shall try to suggest some
of the chuef defects m Plato’s theory and to show
their relevance to our modern problems Plato has
crticized us now 1t 18 for us m our turn to criticize

hum,
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When we examme a great philosophical system 1t
1s the very simplest axioms which are most easily
attacked, and the most “obvious” propositions which
can most usefully be questioned One such axiom of
Plato’s thought—and 1t 1s the justification of the whole
political structure of the Republic—is that the common_
-man 15 unreasonable Let us start by a consideration
of this assumption Of course 1t 15 partly true
Human bemgs are often short-sighted, sentimental,
and greedy, and if Plato had gone no further than
this, he could not be gamsaid But Plato assumed
(1) that most men are naturally so deficient that they
are mcapable of self-government, (2) that there do
exist potential rulers of such supreme wisdom that
absolute government can be safcly entrusted to them,
.and (3) that these potential rulers will mostly be found
not among the peasants and artisans, but 1n the ranks
of the gentry Dusregarding (3)—clearly the most
questionable—we must admut that the first two
propositions are clearly true Mankind s5 stuprd and
from time to time men do ansc so pre-crmnent
virtue that power could be entrusted to them But
1t does not follow that we can build the State on this
assumption “‘Statesmanship 1s the art of the second
best” 1t takes men as 1t finds them, and 1 cannot
presume that the man of gemws will always be to
fband If we could rely upon a constant supply of
supremely wise statesmen, we could disregard all
questions of constitutional forms and pohtical orgam-
zation It 15 precisely because we cannct do this that
the problem of government 15 all-umportant Thus
though Plato’s two propositions are true, they are
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irrelevant to pohitics because the class of “wise men”
1s not Iﬁg_enough or compact enough to become a
pétmanent raling élite  any city or nation-state

When, however, we add the third proposition, we
reach a conclusion which 1s not only irrelevant but

The presumption that wise men
are not often found among the “workmng classes”
transforms the Republic from an 1deal amstocracy m
the literal sense—the rule of the best—to an ars-
tocracy of birth The academic proposition, “thé
best should rule,” becomes a practucal proposition,
“the best of the existing aristocracy should become
dictators” and the Platonic classes of rulers and:
avilians merge mto the Greek pohtical factions of
anistocrats and democrats !

Plato could defend this suggestion as sound
practical politics he could say that m lis opmnion
and from s experience “the people” had thrown
up few lcaders and that the amstocracy still retamed
tts traditions of public service But m so domg he
surrendered hus claim to basc the Republic on philo-
sophical prmeples and sclf-cvident axioms  he
spoke no longer as a philosopher but as a atizen
and huis judgment can properly be questonced by

 Thus pomt descrves fuller treatment than Ican give 1t here
Plato docs m Republic 415 admut the bare possibihity that a
‘aviban’ mught be found worthy of promotion to the ruling
éhte Ths ndmussion occurs, however, m a parenthesss and 1s no-
where claborated Smce the cducation of the ruler begins at
burth, 1t 15 dufficult to see how a craftsman could ever show
humself worthy of promotion Plato, with his biliefs sbout

the degrading effects of ‘banausic’ occupations, cun hardly have
considered 1t likely that he ever would
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anyone else with pohtical experience For he was
ladvocating the clams of a certam social class—the
dictatorship not of the best, but of the best members
of the amstocracy—and assuming the latter to be
tldenncal with the former L

Thus there are tWo objectiom to Plato’s argument
Jn the first placﬁever be a snfficent
number of pre-emment men_to form & ruling class
m whom we can have complete confidence, and even

there were, 1t would be impossible to sclect them
from the atizen population and to ensure that_they
alone Should” have political control Plato humself
Joften n admitted this He confessed that “good men”
are corrupted by power, and he had secn enough of
politics to know that irresponsible dictatorships—
however carefully the dictators are selected and
tramed—always end m disaster And yet he advocated
dictatorship!

In the second place Wsmaacx,
led lum to identify the “gentlemman ™ with the good
man, and he therefore, in searching for hus dlite, ex-
cluded the vast majority of the population from any
sertous exammation From the proposition “most
men are mncompetent to govern themselves,” he
ghded mmperceptibly mto the assertion, “the workmng
classes are mcompetent to govern themselves

The Republic 1s therefore a solution of the problem
of government which could only be successful if
men were not what they, m fact, are Granting to the
aristocratic élite absolute freedom of action, 1t demands
of them a virtue far beyond thewr reach demanding
of the lower orders absolute obedience, 1t denies to
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them any possibility of self-reahization It makes the
former divinity mncarnate, the latter humanity with
only a tmny spark of the divine For this reason 1t 1s
no surprise to discover the Platonic 1deal realized m
the structurc of the Catholic Church Substitute the
clergy for the philosopher-kings, and the laity for +
the civihans, and you have the one practical fulfil-
ment of the Platonic programme But m the ficld of
government, Platonism, because 1t 1s at once too 1deal
and not 1deal cnough, becomes the rational apologia
for reaction A mulitary despot m Greece, a Roman
emperor, a medicval monarch, a Renaissance prince
or a modern dictator, and cven a modern Con-
servative m. a democratic State, can all justify them-
selves as Platonssts, clummg special and providential
wisdom for themselves and thewr fricnds, spectal and
providentnal stupidity for the masses Power waill
always vest itsclf n priestly robes to hide the wicked-
ness of tyranny

Thus although he denounced military despotism
and aristocratic dictatorship, Plato was the aider and ™
abettor of both, and tacitly countenanced them as
the lesser of two cvils Confronted with the class-
war, he dreamt that between the dictatorship of the
Left and the dictatorship of the Rught there was a
third revolutionary alternative—the dictatorshup of
the “wvirtuous Rught” But when we translate this
dream mto the sober language of politics, 1t 1s seen
to be an empty illusion. For 1t advocates the forma-
tion of a party of good anstocrats opposed equally
to the demands of nich and of poor, and the capture
by this party of absolute poliical power But smce
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the membership of the party will be drawn almost
exclusively from the antidemocratic side, 1t wall be®
suspect to the working classes and since 1t 15 opposed
to the miterests of the rich, 1t will be hated by them
as well Its government therefore will have no basis
of_consent and will be forced either to become a
mﬂltary dxctatorshlp, or to concede to one side mthe
(class struggle Smce 1t 1s resolutely antidemocratic,
and 15 tied by bonds of kinship and tradition to the
parties of the Right, there can be no doubt of the
nature of those concessions Resolved to suppress
the equalitarian aspirations of the masses, 1t will rely
on the support of the wealthy In that case, 1t vall
find it 1mpossible to destroy property and pnv:lege
as well The “dictatorship of the virtuous Right” 1s
transforsed 1ntd a polite form of Fascsm

Plato had envisaged his “thurd alternative” as the
creation of an impartial State, allotting to each man
the life and work which he deserves, favourmg no
section of the community at the expense of others
and harmomizing all mterests for the common good
His ruling class was to be exalted above the clash of
mterests and, from the lofty beights of dictatorial
power, to dispense justice objectively and dispas-
sionately This sublime viston neglected two sumple
facts (x) No Government 1s absolutely supreme
for the power of the Government resides not only
m the army and the avil service—its executive
organs—but m those sections of the commumity
which tolerate or support it ' Where there 1s mequahty
of wealth and class-war—as there was 1 Greece—an
absolute Government must be not only the master
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of all, but the servant of some On seizing power
the philosopher-kings must come to terms either
with the rich or with the poor, m order to retam
control (2) Whatever the education provided by
the Academy, the deep-scated mstincts and traditions
of the Greek aristocracy, its hatred and fear of pro~
letarian dictatorship, and 1ts exclusive sense of poh~
tical status would combme to destroy the impar-
trahity of the Platonic élitc We have secn m the
history of Syracuse a terrible mstance of these forces
at work By neglccting them, Plito had encouraged
Dion to undertake a revolutionary putsch which
could only end m disaster

When Plato and Dion saw the impossibility of thear
philosopher-kings, they at last realized that the
escape from class-dictatorship 1s not another dictator-,
ship but the dunal of absolute power to anyone
The impartial State cannot be constructed from
above by any ruling élite, vested with dictatonal
authority, and resolute to harmonize conflicting
mterests It must be the product of the harmony of |
those mterests themsclves Only by the mitation of
powets, and by the rcprescntation of all meterests, 1s
1t possible to achicve justice and sccunty Impartiality
and the rule of law are possible only if sovereignty
15 denied to any section o1 group whatsoever and re-
placed by constitutional government This new third
alternative was dimly envisaged by Plato and Dion
at the end of their hives It unphed the surrender of
the whole programme of the Republic and of the
Academy, but 1t substituted for them an equally
fantastic plan
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For the transformation of the class struggle nto
party warfare, of absolutism mto constitutional
government, and of power poltics mto the rule of
law can only be effected where there 15 a pervasive
sense of national unity, a long-standing tradition on
the side of peaceful change and an expandng system
of production to supply the wealth needed for social
reform These conditions were present m nineteenth-
century England they were not present m fourth-
century Greece The aty-states had no sense of
national cohesion The revolutionary upheavals of
the previous hundred years made any genume co~
operation of rich and poor impossible The steady
mcrease of slave-labour mtensified the democratic
cry for a capital levy, distibution of land, and an
mcrease of “bread and arcuses” for the atizen
population And lastly, the menace of Macedoma m
the north and Carthage m the west necessitated
military dictatorship if Greek mdependence was to
be preserved In these conditions the Platomc plan
for constitutional monarchy could please no one It
was suspected by the democrats as a veled form
of reaction, by the wealthy as a concession to the
lower orders, and by the patriot who cared more
for Greek mdependence than for domestic justice
as a dangerous weakenng of that miltary disci-
plne which was allimportant for s ends Plato’s
second plan for the salvation of Greece faled as
signally as the first had faled, smce 1t too tried to
construct an impartial state at a time when impar-
tiaty and “justice” were sheerly impossible, and
constitutional government was bound to become the
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mstrument of the Right m 1ts struggle to suppress
democracy

This 1s perhaps the most valuable lesson which a
study of Plato’s hfe can teach us The rule of law
whach allots to each man lus due 1s a dream which
can be realized only under certam specific condi-
tons It 1s the one thing which a revolutionary
Government can never achieve, whatever its ideals
A revolution 15 always the result of a gross soctal
maladjustment and any Government which captures
power after a revolution must suppress onc side or
the other Only when society has adjusted itself to
the new equilibrium of forces can those conditions of
peaceful change arise which are essential both to con-
stitutional government nd to the mmpartial State
You cannot impose the rule of law or constitutionalism
by peaccful discussion upon an cconomic and social
anarchy, and 1f you try to do so you will mercly be
gving to one faction a spurious justification for 1ts
dictatorshup  On  the other hand, granted that a
country has the supreme good fortune of achicving
the economic and social equbbrium which permuts
of these things, 1t cannot retam them as realities
unless the socal and cconomic equilibrum s also
mamtamed If the system of production and dis-
trbution breaks down, no good wall or idealism wall
prevent the destruction of social justice and the
conversion of legality and consututionalism mto the
mstruments of powcr-politics The third alternative
once more disappears and decent men and women
must once agam make then choice between rival
dictatorships and competing mterests
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So far we have analysed Plato’s conception of the
“dictatorship of the good” and the “rule of law,”
and we have tred to show on the one hand that they
were unrealizable m the Greek State, and on the
other that they were twisted by Plato’s aristocratic
bias mto justfications for counter-revolution But
this anistocratic bias had stll more detrimental cffects
on Plato’s political outlook For he not only assumed
that political leadership could only be found among
the anstocracy, but also that all sound pohiucal 1deals
must be based upon the anstocratic and conservative
traditon We have seen how he neglected altogether
the problem of slavery, and how he presupposed
the autonomy of the aty-state We must now
.observe how he tried to restore the glories of Greece
by returnmg to a well-mgh feudal economic and

octal order The republic was to be divided mto a
Homenc order of warrior-kings, and a Homerc
demos of craftsmen and peasants It was to be econo-
mically self-sufficient, and to export only 1its surplus
produce Great disparities of mcome were to be
avoded, and wealth was to be regulated according
to need Iis noble rulers were, m fact, to be Spartan
citizens softened by Athenian culture 1ts civihans,
Spartan serfs raised to a hugher level by the justice of
a benevolent anstocracy Plato conceived this social
order as the true 1deal of the Greek aity-state, purged
of the accrettons which imperialism and com-
merciabsm had plastered over 1t, and m the Republic
he tried to strip off the excrescences and display the
perfect archetype of the Greek commumity For
this archetype he went far back to the days before
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the age of tyranny and the growth of trade, and
clamed that agricultural aristocracy was the “true”
form of Greek hfe Big busmess, political parties,
atheism, worhing~class unrest—these seemed to Plato
blatant evils which must be abolished, and to abolish
them he tried to revert to the period before they had
arisen

In so domg he neglected to observe that if they
were evils, they were evils essential to the wirtues of
Greek avilization The culture and the arustic glories
of Athens would have been impossible without her
commerce or her empire Plato’s own philosophical
speculations were part and parcel of the rationalism
which had destroyed the old religion and anstocratic
authonty The mdependence of mund which caused
working~class unrest had also made Socrates the first
conscientious objector To abolish these social evils by
reverting to feudal austocracy was to abolish also
the glories of Greek ife In the second place the evils
which Plato denounced were facts which could not
be wished away Slavery could not be made to
vanush by neglecting its exastence The will to freedom
and sclf-government among the craftsmen and
peasants had been strong enough to sweep away
arstocracy 1t would not disappear because Plato
announced its futthty The old religion and morality
had perished they could not gam new lfe by arti-
ficial respiration applied by a few philosophers The
romantic dream of resurrecting the golden age was
bound to fail because the social and economic basis
of that golden age had gone for ever

Moreover, Plato’s description of pre-industrial

s
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Greece was largely mythical Himself an mdividualist,
a product of Atheman civihization, he interpreted
history m terms of the present, and rcad mnto the past
the fulfilment of his present wishes Like the German
romantics of the early mmneteenth century, he first of
all imagined an 1deal State, then located 1t 1n the past,
and then called on his countrymen to return to their
true national tradiions Had he really studied history
he mught have seen that hus Athenian 1deas of educa-
tion and culture could not be grafted on to the
primutive stock, and that his ideal rulers—sclf~conscious
and sophisticated Athemans, robed m mythological
dress—were the products of the very commercialism
which he denounced

Through all Plato’s woik there runs this cult of
pseudo-history It makes much of the Republic a
stiff and self-conscious pastiche, just as 1t made Dion,
who felt himself to be a Platonic statesman, a con-
sciously supertor person It 1s the cause of Plato’s
obsession that change 1s dangerous and that at all
costs mnovations, even in song and dance and
Literature, must be suppressed Eatly Sparta was alive,
but the new “Atheman Sparta” of Plato’s dreams was
a nigid and pedantic reconstruction of the past, dead
because 1t could not face that dyng of the old and
growimng of the new which 1s the essence of hfe Just
as Plato the poet demied himself poetry and let hus
tmagination wither, so the Republic denies 1tself hfe,
and takes on the stony look of a “classical” statue,
the product of 2 tred avilization which rejects with
semle agitation the vigour of youth and change

Plato was a true reflection of one aspect of his
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epoch he embodied the 1deals of a dymg system
Beyond that system he could not look, and he had
no eye for the sceds of the new order which was to
replace 1t And so the Republic 1s rooted m the past
and 15 at bottom the rtionalization and justification
of Reaction It 15 not—as 15 often supposed—typically
Greek, or even typically Athenian but the unique
product of 1 Athenian anstocratic mind which tried
to make scnse out of the prejudices of 1ts class, and
succeeded mn canalizing the activittes of its best
members nto the pieservation of a lost cause

But even admitting all these cniticisms, 1 still find
the Republic the greatest book on political philosophy
which I have rcad The more 1 read 1t, the more Ti
hate 1t and yet I canot help returnmg to 1t time
after time For 1t 15 philosophy It tries to reach thﬂ
truth by ration1l discussion and 1s atself a pattern o
the dumterested research wluch it extols It never
bullies or decerves 1ts reader or beguides um with
appeals to sentiment, but treats him as a fellow
philosopher for whom ounly the truth 15 worth
having

This charactersstic of the Republic forces the third
cnticism of Plato’s programme upon our notice
Plato demanded that the phidosopher should become
kmg and imposc justice upon the civilian masses,
cajoling them mto obedicuce by the “noble li”” and
even by force The secker after truth must asscrt his
will, and beleve lus oprmions to be eternal truths
These demands violate the whole spirt of scienufic
rescarch The true scientist 15 filled with the humility

A
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which knowledge of lis own ignorance brings He
knows the impossibility of reaching finahty, and he
recognizes the falibility of his own reason He
cannot ape the self-certamty and presumpuon of
practical men mnor can he call his own opmions
knowledge and force them on hus fellows He cannot
be the absolute dictator, as Plato demands, without
turning hypothesis mto dogma, and persuasion mnto
propaganda Socrates, the first conscientious objector
to the tyranny of prejudice, could never condemn
others to death for holding belefs different from his
own, and so be could never accept the arrogance of
dictatorship—even dictatorship of the good For_only
ophuc nature can claim absolute knowledge

The concept of the philosopher-king violates™ the
nature of the philosopher as flagrantly as the concept
of “the dictatorship of the virtuous Right” wviolates
the facts of everyday politics The spint of science
and_philosophy stands m open contradiction to the
\policy which Plato advocated,) and declares that
Socrates must die agamn 1 the State whuch his disciple
proposed to build Plato set hus whole hope on the
dictatorship of men and women who knew the final
fand complete truth but we have already seen how
relative and questionable are the truths which Plato
" propounded and how far his conclusions were con-
conditioned by tradions and mstinctive impulses
land the prejudices which they mstigate If a philo-
sopher of Plato’s dimensions was so hable to error
and self-deception, what confidence can we have
that m any State 2 man will be found capable of
perfect knowledge: Even if he were found, can we
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not confidently say that he would declme every offer
of supreme coercive power .
Thus the third flaw 1n the reasoning of the Republic
15 1ts suggestion that human reason is capable of
mfallibihty and that the scientific spirit should be pre-
pared to force others to accept it as mfalhble Both.
these propositions are false and claum for “Reason” a
postion which reason must always reject The
rational man 1s, above all, aware of his own limuta-
nons He knows that we are all—philosophers, poli-
ticians, prests, and ordmary folk ahke—creatures of
prejudice and emotion, parts m a socal process
greater than oursclves He abhors the presumption
that “Reason” can or should rule, and admits that
lus task 1s to analyse that which 1 given, to civilize
the passions which are the pime motives of action
and to admut the mealculabihity of change Philosophy,
by atself, can never discover what 1s night and just |
1t can only cxamune what we at any moment find
night and just and pomt out the implications of thcse‘
assumptions For philosophy 15 the analysis-of-natural
belief, and natural belief 1s the product of history
The philosopher who asserts that he has discovered
the eternal principles of justice or government 1s only
claming for the behefs of lis epoch an ghsolute.
truth which docs not belong to them, and trymg to
perpetuate something which should pass away 4
conditions change And so all dogmatic phulosophies,
such as Platorusm, become m time imstruments of
reaction trymng vamnly to explan the new epoch m
terms of the old, and to torture a new society mto
the strait-waistcoat of an outworn code In an era
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of transition, when one social system 1s breaking u
to be replaced by another, the new 1deas which should
grow mto mstitutions and moral codes and political
forms are inchoate, confused, and vague The tramed
phulosopher, if be accepts the established oider as the
only mght order, can ndicule them, expose therr
mconsistency, and convince educated men and
women that they should mamtam at any price the
framework of thought and Ife to winch they are
accustomed If he does so, he will be forced, as Plato
was forced, to destroy that freedom without which
reason must die, and with irrefutable logic he will
defend a status quo m which the seeds of revolution
are watered by the self-nightcous opposition of the
educated classes to all forms of social change

Plato’s philosophy was an example of this type of
reasoning Asserting the exastence of absolute truth,
1t succeeded m giving to a dymg order and an out-
worn social structure the trappmgs of cternal venty
It did not discover anything new, but peifected the
systematization. of a current creed For this reason 1t
contributed nothmg to the solution of the problems
of Plato’s own age It was Anmstotle, the renegade
pupil, who became the tutor of Alexandcr and set
his stamp upon the outlook of the Helluustic world
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AND what of the modern Plato* We have listened
to his advice What value do we attach to 1t» This
question has been partully answered m the pre-
cedmng chapter Plito to-day will fare no better than
he did two thousand years ago Whatever lus dis-
tnction s a scientist and philosoplier, he will have
no lasting success as a pohtician, and the studen

‘whom he has taught wnll fal as lamentably as their
predecessors 1 the Academy For our modern Plato
15 also & umversity teacher, a member of the class
which regards authority as 1ts natural perquisite, and
finds 1t an ever more difficult twh to retamn that
authority m an mdustual age He 15 a ruler who has
renounced politics and devoted his time to research
and to the cducation of the men and women who
are destined for positions of mfluence m the counals
of the natton Remote from practical affaws, he
lectures on the theory of politics and sceks to give
to his students a respect for scason and imparnahty
and clear thmking In discussing current affars be
refuscs to give hus alleglance to any party or facton,
but regards the political scene with a sublime and
distant objecuvity But somettmes he laughingly
describes umsclf as a Conservative-Socialist  or
Right-wing revolutionary, and sketches lus ideal as
a non-patty cabimet of all the talents which 15 strong
enough to eradicate the vices of capitalism whale
suppressing all scditious movements of the Left In
spite of hus respect for traditon, he strongly depre-
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cates any wild denunciation of Communst planning
and admuts 1ts efficiency as an economic system and
even 1ts advantages over any other “But,” he remnds
hus hearers, “the advantages of a planned economy
must be weighed agamnst the horrors of the revolution
which preceded 1t and the wickedness of that
Marxism under whose banner 1t 1s being pushed
forward By all means let us mtroduce a planned
economy, but not at the cost of our national tradi-
tton "’ And so he urges the formation of a non-party
movement composed of mtelhigent and unbrased
persons who see the vartues both of Socialism and
of the amstocratic tradiion Such a movement will
not be blnded by factional interests, since 1t 1s edu-
cated and therefore objective It will sympathize with
the lower orders smce 1t appreciates the social evils
under which they live But 1t will be sure that i the
end self-government for the masses will only mean
the rule of demagogues and so, i the mterest of
the masses, 1t will stop the futile party warfare and
impose a sound non-party government which wall
bring all the benefits of Commumsm without its
crude violence

The modern Plato, hke his ancient counterpart,
has an unbounded contempt for politicians and
statesmen and party leaders who are not umversity
men He finds politics a dirty game, and only enters
them reluctantly because he knows that at the very
least he and his friends are better than the present
gang Brought up m the tradinons of the ruling
classes, he has a natural pity for the common people
whom he has learnt to know as servants, and ob-
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served from a distance at therr work m the factory,
at thewr play m the parks and holiday resorts He has
never mixed with them or spoken to them on equal
terms, but has demanded and generally received a
tespect due to his posiion and supenor mtelligence
He knows that if they wall trust him, he can give
them the happmess which they crave A man of
culture, he genumely despises the self-made mdustrialist
and newspaper-king with a modist professortal
salary and a little private mncome of his own, he
regards money-makmg as vulgar and avouds all
ostentation Industry and finance seem to him to be
\activities unworthy of gentlemen, although, als,
many are forced by exigencies of arcumstince to
take some part m them An mtellectual, he gently
laughs at the superstitions of most Christians, but he
attends church regularly because he sees the un-
portance of orgamzed rehigion for the mamtenance
of sound morahty among the lower orders, and
because he dishikes the scepticism and materialism of
radical teachers His genume passions are for hiterature
and the philosophy of science and he would gladly
spend all hus ime m studymng them But the phght
of the world compels his unwilling attention, and
when he sees that human stupidity and greed are
about to plunge Europe mto chaos and destroy the
most glorious civilization whuch the world has known,
he fecls that 1t 1s hugh time for men of good sense
and good will to mtervene and to take politics out
of the hands of the plutocrats of the Right and the
woolly-mindcd 1deahsts of the Left Since he and his
kind are the only representanves of decency com-
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bmed with mtelligence, they must step down mto
the arena and save the masscs from themselves

The form which this salvation 1s to take varies fiom
country to country In post~war Gcrmany the modern
Plato, assuming that he must choose between the
revolutionary extremes of National Sociabsm and
Bolshevism, hesitatingly chose the former and gave
it us tempered support Holding that the Com-
munists would destroy tradiional rehgion and
motahty, and would probably prove mcompetent to
plan the economic system propetly, he rejected the
partics of the Left The personncd of the Nazis was
almost as dnstasteful to him, but m National Sociahsm
be scented a return of the masses to common sense
and a submussion to disciphne He welcomed its stress
on Soldatentum and 1ts spuitual 1deals, and excused 1ts
racialism as the sort of propaganda which human
nature demands Seccing clearly the weakness of the
Nazi leaders, he urged hus associates to be ready to
take control when the Nazis had achieved power and
found themselves mcapable of using 1t As the slump
increased 1 seventy, he was appalled at the un-
scrupulous use which the Nazis were making of his
name and of hs philosophy to justify cruelties which
he had always condemned, but he was forced still to
overlook them by his terror of proletarian revolu-
tion And so he supported the counter-revolution
until 1t occurred Then, when the regime had been
established, he approached its members with proper
dignity and offered his services He was delighted to
find that he and his associates were all immediately
accepted by the new leaders and put 1 positions of
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apparent power But he soon discovered that hus
good name was bung used by the politicians to further
therr own designs, while they showed not the shightest
mdication of accepting his advice The evils of the
class-war sull remained, but mtenufied by a pohitical
and social terior corruption had imcreased where
there was no opposition to expose 1t, and the new
national strength was bemng used to further a foreign
policy more mmpcralist than that of the democracies
which he had condemned At first, stung by the
taunts of his fellows and associates i other lands, he
expostulated and threatened to restgn But he was
reminded that bus resignation would weaken Germany
m the eycs of the world, and be an open admission of
his own falure And so he retaned hus post—now a
mere smecure—and denouncing politics as wicked,
devoted lus encrgics to the literature and philosophy
which were Ins real mterests

In countries such as our own, where the social
fabric 15 more stable and the anstocratic tradition has
been better preserved, our modern Plato need take
no part m pohtics, but secks to educate the younger
gencration to the true valucs of the national tradition
and the true 1deals of service to the commumty He
calls humself a “Christian Soctalist,” for he 15 easily
able to find a form of Anghcan orthodoxy com-
patible with his own philosophy He 15 fond of
denouncing the evils of imperialism and the cruelties
of the mdustrial revolution, and he pamts a noble
picture of an eighteenth century when reason ruled
and England prospered A superb stylist—mcknamed
the second Burke—he 1s already famous for his
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Reflections on the Russian Revolution and his new
pamphlet on the Communist menace m Spamn 15 re-
markable for its special word of commendation to
the Catholic Church on 1ts support of the anti-Reds
m therr noble crusade agamst atheism Ruthless in
s condemnation of Fascist cruelty, he nevertheless
remunds his readers that we must be realists, not
romantics, and that m politics our objective study of
night must not be disturbed by a sympathy—proper
i 1ts place—for the oppressed Smce therefore the
avilized countries must at all costs umte to put down
the menace of class-war, he urges us to welcome
Fascism abroad and to seek to brmng 1t to reason by
courtesy and by fair offers of redress for myustice
For Fasctsm 1s only the attempt to accomplish by
force that disciphine of the masses which our peaceful
tradition has effected, and with time and patience 1t
can be schooled to be a faithful ally i the salvation
of European civilization from class~war and from the
Yellow Penl

His chuef mterest to-day 1s foreign policy Here he
wintes and teaches of the urgent need for co-
operation between the nations of Europe and for the
strengthening of the League of Nations by the m-
clusion m 1t of all civilized nations With his deep
appreciation. of our Western culture he views with
apprehension the Japanese expansion and sometimes
speaks of Russia as an Omental State with a veneer
of Western culture On all swmtable occasions he
exhorts Burope to stand together agamst a common
foe and to break down the barrers between nations
linked by a common culture
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In home affars he sympathizes with those pro-
gressive Conservatves who preach a tempered State-
Socialism and desire to give the workers all that they
really need, while resolutely denouncing all Socialist
and Communist agitators Deeply distressed by the
collapse of organized religion, and by the growth of
vulganity mn literature, drama, and architecture, he
tries to imbue hus younger friends with a philosophical
spurit resolutely opposed to scepticism, and to mspire
them to reconstruct Christian theology upon a sound
philosophical basis, and to reconcile 1t with science
Unemployment and war he regards as necessary evils
which can only be cured by elevatng the tone of
statesmanshup 1 all countries so that the policy of
every nation shall be determined not by self-interest,
but by respect for law Until the time, he often says,
when the mteligent and the independent mind
replaces the professional politician and agitator, the
world will know no cessation from 1ts evils Mean-
while we must be thankful for the benefits which
Providence has bestowed upon us and be con-
stantly on our guard to preserve our political tradition
from further deterioration, and to ensure that “the
gentleman” 18 still the type of Englsh honour And
always if sudden disaster looms up and the class-war
1s blown mto flame, all those who care for England
must be prepared to save the country from mob-~
violence and 1rresponsible agitators Then when order
has been restored, men of good will must see to 1t that
no undue victimization occurs, and that that measure
of reform 1s pushed through which will give to the
lower orders their just portion of the benefits of life
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Stripped of the brlhance of the Platonic style and
its wealth of 1magery, the modern programme
sounds dull and a little sententious, the proposals of
a thinker strangely out of touch with the movements
of history and with the thoughts and passions of
everyday hfe This 1s as 1t should be Plato was out
of touch with any but the narrow curcle of Greek
mtellectuals which we often identify with ancient
Greecce He had never known the time when
Pericles bridged the gap between the anstocrat and
the pleberan, between the mtellectual and the business
man, and thus forged a real community which gave
to every class and to every mdividual 4 iving sense
of their mtegration 1n the soctal order In hus hfetime
class division and specialization of mterest had torn
the close-knit fabric of the city-state and atomuzed 1ts
collective spuit So, too, the modern Plito has httle
knowledge of the commnumty mn which he hves
He believes that the educated gentlemen with whom
he associates are the only people m the land with a
genume sense of soctal responsibility and a true
feelng for the Enghsh tiadition For him the Publc
School 15 the central fact of our soctal fe Belongmg
to the academic world, he knows little of things out-
side 1ts quet walls Steeped mn 1ts lngh tradizons of
mtegnty and mtellectual accuracy, he views with
disgust the shoddiness of the practical man’s though,
the commerctalsm of his motives, and the blatant
contradictions m the polictes wluch he adopts He 15
cotical of umversity hife, but at least he sees m 1t an
order and a rationality which can be moulded mto
proper shape But the outude world seems to
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lim 2 hopeless bedlam of stupidity, pettmess, and
eed

gI’And yet he cannot renounce 1t completely Many
of the students whom he teaches are destined for
commanding postions in mdustry, mn poltics, and
m the admunsstration Wherever he turns his eyes he
finds the umvcrsity man m authonity, and often
enough a cabmet mmuster or the editor of a great
newspaper 18 his weck-end guest He 1s aware that
the British unmiversty 1s—as the ancient Plato had
desired—the. pedagogue of practical hfe and through
1ts unpolitical activities 1s shaping the pohcies of an
empuwe The Academy 15 the bran of the body
poliue, and through 1t the old anstocratic regime has
been transformed mto an amstocracy of educated
men He 1s thercfore mdirectly but vitally respon-
sible for the government of hus country His philo-
sophy 15 the framework of national pohey, lus
morality 15 recognizable m the actions of 1ts states-
men Why then, he asks humself, does the world
scem to be heading for destruction: Why are his
stadents when they return to practical affars unable
to 1mpose upon them the reasoned order of university
Ife and unmiversity thought: Uneasily, he feels that
Platonic education, though 1t can school young men
to think rationally, cannot teach them to apply that
reason. 1 the outside world It can produce political
].phxlosophcrs but 1t cannot produce philosopher-
kings

And so m the tranquillity of the umiversity Plato
15 1ll at ease and labours unceasingly to elaborate a
political and social theory, schooled m whose dis-
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ciplme the student can go out to kill the dragons of
stupidity and greed But because the umversity 15 part
of the established order, and because the philosophy
which he teaches 15 a philosophy of that order, Plato,
the spmnitual revolutionary, remams the apologist of
the status quo, and the new Republic 1s as sterile as the
old It 1s rational and filled with noble sentiments,
but 1t 1s rooted m the past—the sublime philosophy
of a lost cause

For this reason Plato 1s always “respectable ” His
revolutionary proposals—a v media between re-
acion and proletarian revolution—are carefully
pondered by the powers that be His weck-end
guests return to work mvigorated by his idealism,
determmed to furbish up the old system and eradicate
1ts evils, even crusted Tories admut that, if the Left
would only take Plato’s advice, they would sweep
the country The Churches regard him as a Sociahst
who softens the waters of revolution with sweet
reason, and the Leaguc of Nations Union claims him
as the most distinguished member of the Com-
mittee for Intellectual Co-operation Trusted and
honoured by all who matter, he 15 recognized as the
most wholesome mfluence m British politics, a
“‘genune 1dealist who remans a gentleman even when
he preaches revolution ”

And yet Plato’s revolution 1s never achieved In
spite of his reputation and m spite of the mfluence
of lus pupils, his 1deals are never realized, though
always admired The order and rcason of the umiversity
stand m hornd contrast to the anarchy outside
Pascism and Communism are untouched by hus per-
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suasions unemployment remams, and the comuty
of European nations for which he yearns 1s spht by
ever-growing fissures Unheedful of the calm advice
of established reason, the world rumbles towards
catastrophe  Neather Plato nor his pupils—despite
ther commanding positions and their gentlemanly
1deals—can do anything to prevent 1t

Socrates cannot prevent it cither But at least he
knows that he docs not know He does not sit m
academuc tranquillity tcaching young men how to
think and rule mstcad, he goes out mto the every-
day world and muxes wath all sorts of people, seeking
to know human nature before he condemns 1t He
offers no programme of spiritual revolution, and
produces no students with clear-cut philosophies of
bfe who can say preascly what truth and justice
are He tries not to establish a new authonty, but to
disrupt prejudice wherever he finds 1t—even m the
umversity The conscientious objector to prejudice
and 1ntellectual presumption, he condemns the new
Plato and the ncw Republic as heartily as he condemns
any othcr dogmatism which ossifies the free spunt of
reason and perverts it mto an mstrument of oppression
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A FRIENDLY critic, who read the proofs of the
foregomg pages, complamed that they were entirely
negative in character “What you have done,” he
sud, “is to expound Plato’s casc agamst Greek
democracy and then to show that huis own counter~
proposals were completely ncffective After that you
turned to the modern world and repeated the pro-
cedure You allowed Plato to cnticize democracy
and Fascism and Commumism, and then you went on
to pour cold water on all hus positive plulosophy So
far, so good, but what conclusion 1s your readcr meant
to come to > Where do you yourself stand »” To these
questions I shall try to give some answer m this
chapter

In what I have so far written, I have tried to sup-
press my own views and to translate Plato’s pohtical
philosophy mto modern terms In so domg I have
found myself 1 the posiion of an advocatus diabols
working out a case for dictatorship more convincing
than that of most Fascist apologists whom I have read
The result wall, I fear, shock many readers of Plato
They will be unwillmg to accept the picture which I
have presented, and wall urge that 1t 1s a canicature,
not a portrait, of the Plato whom they admire There
are two comments to be made upon this criticism In
the first place great philosophers have often been bad
political and social cntics The pohitical mfluence of
Hegel, for mstance, was disastrous, and 1t 1s rare to
find men like Anistotle and Hume who combmed pro-
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found philosophical msight with an eye for practical
affairs There 15 a danger that, out of respect for his
emunence as a mectaphysician, we should swallow
Plato’s political opmions too easily, and 1t was partly
to meet this danger that Plato To-day was written In
the second place, I should not myself agree that the
views I have attributed to the modern Plato are exther
negligible or absurd On the contrary, the cnticisms
which he has made of democracy and communism
(the germs of which may all be found m the
Republic) scem to me very difficult to controvert
The reader may feel that Plato must be wrong, but
he will not find 1t easy to build a case for democracy,
either m the Liberal or m the Marxian sense of that
word, which will withstand Plato’s analysis

My answer then to my friendly come 1s this “I
am a democrat and a Socialist who sees Fascism
rejected and democracy defunded on quite made-
quate grounds, and 1t 15 because I realize that our
greatest danger to-day 1s not the easy acceptance but
the easy rejection of Totalitarian philosophy, that I
have tried to restate the Republic in modem terms "

It 15 a sound pohtical prmciple not to underrate
your opponent, and mn this book I have tried to make
him as formmdable as possible, and to expose the
weakness of much so-called democratic theory If
the reader gets an uneasy feelng that he cannot con~
travert Plato’s arguments, I shall be well content
For m that case he will have begun to see that the
real menace of Fasasm 1s due to the scarcity of
democrats with a practical and realstic creed Dic-
tatorships do not anse merely owmng to the folly of
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foreigners They arc imposed firstly because demo-
cratic mstitutions become unmanageable and awkward
for the ruling mterests, and secondly because the
common man does not find democracy worth defending
The success of Fascism m the mternational field 1s due
largely to the “pacifism” of Great Britam This
“pacifism” m 1ts turn 1s the result of a profound
scepticism about the value of democracy and of the
League of Nations The ordinary Inglishman 1s not
at the present moment prepared to die for anything
really important, least of all for democracy And our
statesmen scem to agree with hum It 1 dufficult to
name one principle or obligatton or impersal mterest
which they wall not sacrafice to avoid war

Democracy, mn fact, has lost bchief m atself, and
become an nert mstead of a dynamic force m world
affairs Fascism has the imtiative, and we are content
to sneer at its philosophy while we concede to 1ts
statesmen one vital mterest after another This collapse
of morale 15 partly duc to our own self-ignorance
Unlike our opponcnts, we are uncertam what the
democracy 15 for which we stand OQur pacans to
freedom and justice and pcace arc empty formulae
which hide a horrid doubt 1 our own munds, and our
philosophy has become little better than an apology
for concessions extorted from us by force of crrcum-
stance Whatever we do we dub “democratic” and
hope thereby to hude our dishonour from ourselves
The sacrifice of Abyss nia 15 excused on grounds of
procedure, that of Spam on the score of preventmg
world-war

The trouble about most defenders of democracy 1s
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that ther theory 1s so different from therr practice
They pamnt a picture of a country where the people
sssovereign and where all men are equal before the law
and then they equate this millennial vision with con-
temporary England Is it surprising that the man m
the street begmns to doubt the smcerty of pohticians
and pubhcists who constantly assure him that he s
already 1 the Kingdom of Heaven > Is 1t astontshing
that he says, “WdL, if this 1s equality and liberty and
justice, Idon’t think much of them” > The Lcague of
Nations was killed by the enthusiasts who mistook a
cdumsy mstrument of justice for justice 1tsclf
Democracy 1s on the way to meeting the same fate

The first positrve lesson, then, which Plato can teach
us 15 that to dcfend democracy we must be as realistic
as 1ts opponcents We must be able to sce things as
they are, and to distmguish sdeal and fact, we must
be willng to criticize the existing order as ruthlessly
as they, we must not only have fine 1dcals, but count
up the cost of realizing them and recognize what
changes they wall undergo in the process of realization
Above all we must not over-cstimate the nature of
human bengs, but learn from the Platos of this world
Just so much that the ordinary man accepts comfort
and secursty without worrying where they come from,
that a Government’s first job 1s to govern and only
m the second place to govern well, that morahty
by 1tself can never outweigh nterest, that justice 1s
mmpossible unless there 1s power to enforce 1t, and
lastly that political mstitutions are totally msigmifi~
cant in comparison with soctal tradition and economic
organization
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To defend democracy, m fact, we must accept a
great deal, both of Plato’s crincism of democratic
theory, and of his analysis of our present demo-
cratic msututions But this 1s not enough In the
second place we must make up our mimnds precrsely
where his philosophy fails True democracy 15 un-
Platonic, because 1t springs from the Christzan notion
of personality, and it 1s only if we believe m this
notion that we can refute Plato and show that his
philosophy has no sufficient message for the modern
world If this 1s true, 1t should come as a shock to dis-
cover how well Plato’s philosophy 15 adapted to our
“Christian” ways of thought—most of our Christian
theory and practice 1s mdistinguishable from 1t For
this reason, as the true democrat must start with the
assumption that the world has still to be made demo-
cratic, so the Christan must assume that 1t 1s stidl
pagan, despite the cxistence of “democratic” mstitu-
tions and “Christian” churches Only a revolutionary
democracy and a revolutionary Christianity can hope
to prevail to-day Institutionalism will kill them both,
of 1t gets the chance, and turn them mto “noble les”
which modern Platomssts can usc to defend the status
quo

For fundamentally both are the assertions of
incredibles Agamst the realism of those who accept
the existing order and seek to mamtamn 1t, they preach
an impossibility and try to make 1t come true The
true democrat and the true Chnstian admit the
Platonic analysis of man as he 1s, but they know that
they can change hum by their faith i man as he ought
to be It was this faith which Plato lacked, as I have
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tried to show 1n the concluding pages of the chapter
on Commumism He felt himself to be a member of
a dymg order m which the good was only a survival
from a previous golden age, and so hus philosophy
and hus political career were devoted to the defence of
dymng values agunst the corrosion of history Truth
and justice on his view must be rescued by an élite
The sphere of frcedom must be contracted until 1t
mcludes only those few clcct spints who are worthy
of it

A real democratic phulosophy will be resolutely
opposed to such an outlook It cannot be content to
defend a social order by the mamtenance of an
authortaran tradition on the contrary, 1t must be
resolved to expand the sphere of freedom and, wath
this 1deal m view, to take such practical measures as
are necessary to cnable every citizen to become a
member of the dlite Scemg the pettmess and spiritual
poverty of the “civilian” as clearly as Plato, 1t must ask
“what 15 the cause of this pettness and spintual
poverty: Are they mtrmsic or are they results of a
particular social and cconomic orders” Admutting
the plight of human nature, 1t will stll assert its
mfinute possibilities and will be prepared so to change
the present order that these possibihties can become
actualities For the democratic faith 15 not tied to
any political or soctal system It regards all systems
(ncluding “democracy”) as mstruments for the self-
realization of human nature, and if representative
mstitutions are shown to be no longer useful for that
purpose then the democrat must look elsewhere for
other mstruments and better mstitutions
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The modern democrat too often confounds parlia-
mentary government with democracy, and assumes
that every cnitic of the one must necessarily be an
enemy of the other He forgets that parhaments were
forged for specific purposes under specific hustorical
conditions, and that the mstruments of freedom can
become, under changed conditions, the mstruments of
oligarchy And so he fails to realize that a defence of
parliamentary government as such may, m certam
circumstances, be completely undemocratic History 1s
constantly putting new wine mto old bottles

The faith of democracy, therefore, can never be
expressed mn the defence of anything You cannot
defend democracy agamnst Fascism, and if you try to,
you will find yourself supporting your enemy una-
wares Democracy (because 1t 1s founded upon the
mfimite posstbilitzes of human nature) must always be
on the attack, always on the side of social change
agamst the forces of “law and order,” always crical
of established mstitutions and socal codes It knows
that, without the dynamic of 1ts faith, human society
will fall back mto oligarchy and mjustice Where
farth mn the impossible dies, Plato’s estimate of human
nature becomes correct

But democracy 1s not a mere 1deal, mystically
envisaged by a few dreamers, for the behief m the
mfinite value of human personality Is also the belief
m human reason, and at this pomt the 1deal of Jesus
1s fused with that of Soctates I have tmed to show
how Plato, m lus attempt to re-establish a Greek
anstocratic order, departed further and further from
the prmaiples of his master, until he turned the Socratic
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behef 1n reason mto a dogmatic and authoritarian
code But democracy, just as 1t 1s tied to no particular
mstitation, 1s tied to no eternal philosophy Democratic
thought must always remam a searching for truth
and the democrat can never cease to be the man who
knows that he knows nothing He must regard all
ready-made systems with suspicion he must reject
self-cvident formulac and “first principles” outright
For he 1s awarc of the all-inclusive nature of the
historical process of which he 1s a part, and he knows
that the dommant classes will and must build them-
selves rational structures with which to defend their
economic and social supremacy Most men and all
socicties are naturally conservative they try to deny
change and to mamtamn ways of thought and action
when they are no longer socially useful For this
reason human ntellect 1s chuefly used to justify mertia,
and to cxtol as knowledge what 15 already prejudice
The Socratic search for truth 1s the prnciple which
seeks to undermme this dogmatism of mertia, to
break down the rational defences of prejudice, and so
to allow human personality to grow and to adapt
itself to new conditions Denymng that any system of
theology or ethics or law or government can be
eternally valid, it appeals agamst Reason to reason
iself, against this system of justice to justice, agamnst
these laws to law

Thus appeal to the common sense and to the critical
faculty of the ordmary man agamst the formdable
structures of established orthodoxy 1s the vatal force of
democratic philosophy On the one hand 1t displays 2
deep humulity—for it admits its own mability to
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formulate an eternal truth On the other 1t proudly
challenges the mfallibility of all the promulgators of
Reason and denies that they are an élite endowed
with superior powers Its mnate humility 1s therefore
the deadliest enemy of absolutism 1 all forms Its
simple assertion that all men are equal i their 1gnor-
ance of the final values 1s the dissolvent of wvisted
mterests m knowledge and i social power

The attack of democratic reason upon absolutism
has taken different forms m different epochs Socrates
was compelled by lus creed to attack Athemuan
democracy, Jesus to expose the Pharisees In our own
era the doctrines of natural night and social contract
were m the first place weapons for the destruction of
authontarian Governments and Churches Then m
their turn they became the philosophical bulwarks of
a new bourgeoss soctal system, and Marxism took
therr place as the mstrument of social crticism
The democratic sput, directly its 1deas become
accepted and established, 15 forced to escape from
them and to find other and newer concepts with
which to fulfil 1ts task as the “gadfly” of human
lethargy

The crisis of the modern world 1s at bottom caused
by the falure of this democratic spiit to find a new
bass for 1its attack on dogma Our world 1s breaking
up, but we remam supporters of one or other of the
established forms—adherents of status not of equality
The Fascism which confronts us 1s the self-conscious
refusal of the powers-that-be to face the necessity of
change, and 1t has drawn to itself a pseudo-
revolutionary enthusiasm, merely because the demo-
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cratic spirit, becommng mstitutionahized, has lost its
forward drive
" This fact 1s glaringly obvious if we examme the
political Left m our own country Much of its
orgamzation nd philosophy 15 wellnigh as con-
servative as that of 1ts opponents Its early mussionary
zeal 15 gone, 1ts thought has settled down mto well-
worn dogmatic channels Instead of uniting the dus-
contented and the oppressed by the fervour of its
message, 1t 1s too often content to defend what
privaleges 1ts supporters possess, and to purge 1tself of
heresies and of unorthodox zealots Left and Right
to~day are alike <ocial mstitutions, part and parcel of
the exsting order, living alongside one another and
scratching each other occasionally according to the
polite ceremonies of parhamentary procedure The
same holds true of the trade umions and the Co-
operative movement, and above all, of the Churches
They, too, have settled down to fulfil their appomted
functions 1n the status quo

This mstitutronahism 1s mirrored m the thought of
many so-called Radicals For the most part Socialist
analysis has become scholastic, a studious development
of a received body of doctrme which grows ever
more academic and more remote from the current
prob'ems of society The result of this loss of social
dynamic 15 twofold On the one hand, the Con-
scrvative forces, robbed of the healthy mmpact of
Radical cnticism, are completely immobile, and on
the other, the few men and women who still feel the
spirit of democracy find no corporate body m which
they can play thewr part Unable to co-operate m the
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work of social emancipation, 1solated and bitter 1
their enforced mactivity, they become anarchic and
egocentric prophets, or, retiing from the soad
struggle, relapse mto aesthetic or mystical didettantism
Like Socrates, they find no ground where their seed
can grow, and so their crincism, which should stimu-
late a healthy movement of change, only goes to
accelerate the process of social disintegration

Such 1 the state of modern democracy 1 which
Fascism 15 bound to grow It can be cured only if
we become urgently aware of the imminence of the
catastrophe, and if, holdimg fast to our denial of the
mfallibihty of established dogma, and believing still
m the mfinite posstbihiies latent m human nature,
we try to awaken once more that spmt of con-
scientious objection to prejudice and to Pharisceism
of which Socrates was the first example Only when
Western. civilization has shaken off the shackles of the
past and created a new social order worthy of the
human dignity of the common man, will democracy
and religion be once more realized m human society
Til then both must remam faths, fillld with a
prophetic anger at the sight of the nations and
societies which use therr name m vamn, and, because
they are grounded m the heart of the common man,
powerful enough to remove mountams

It 1s Socrates, not Plato, whom we need
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